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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the December 2021 issue of Sailpast!

Greetings my fellow FBYC Members!
Apologies, I’m a few days late in getting this month’s edition out to you.
I could blame it on getting ready for Christmas, but it looks like our gathering is going to be a small one this year! I could blame it on work… but
I’m retired, and apparently retirees have all kinds of time (B.S to that!)
Ah, it’s because I’ve been spending all kinds of time preparing the house
for a new baby… puppy! He arrives on Wednesday. Just in time for
Christmas.
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‘Commodore’s Corner’
Annette Reesor
The docks are empty, and your boat is put to bed, but the club
is still hard at work. Amazingly, there are still decisions being
made at the board level, even though it's December. Some of
the things we have been dealing with are plans for a weed harvester, clubhouse maintenance, yard clean up, snow contracts,
continued Covid rules, bar hours, a new club steward, and
most importantly, increasing our membership #'s.

The discussion of weed harvesters has been ongoing. Our Harbour Committee is currently working on a plan with Steve
Richardson, to lease a smaller harvester unit which is lying in the marina yard. This plan will include Steve training a
small group to operate it, allowing us to 'mow' around our docks, and the channel across the bay, as needed throughout
the season. Meanwhile, the city of Pickering is promising to address the larger portion of the bay in the new year. (I
encourage you to reach out to your city/regional councillors to express your concern about protecting the bay as a body
of water, and not let it become a swamp) Andrea and I have met with mayor Dave Ryan, and will meet with Maurice
Brenner in early January to introduce ourselves as representatives for the club.
With the Omicron variant on the rise, the club will continue to monitor closely and follow Provincial rules. Things are unfolding at an alarming rate. Obviously, we will not be able to have our traditional Christmas potluck or any other larger
events. Pub hours for 24 and 31'st would have been cancelled since it's Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve. Generally
speaking, Friday night pub hours are enjoyed by only a few people, making it a relatively low risk, outside-of-your home
evening. If provincial rules permit in the new year, I encourage you to stop by to meet up with a few club mates, play a
game of darts, and meet our new Club Steward, Claudia Mariano. Some of you will know Claudia. She is the daughter
of Anne and Eegon and spent many summers on their boat back in the day. A recently retired nurse, Claudia is anxious
to reconnect with FBYC, as our club steward. Claudia will begin officially in January, while Sabrina and Elaine will continue to be available as back up. I know I speak for everyone, in extending a warm welcome to Claudia, and in thanking
Sabrina and Elaine for their time, these past couple years. It has been a pleasure to have your friendly smiling faces
behind the bar.
As a new commodore, I've been reviewing our constitution, by-laws and house rules. One of those rules states that privately owned boats may not be stored on the property. Grounds committee has pointed out that there are numerous
boats (dinghies, canoes, catamaran etc) that need to be removed. If you are the owner of one of these boats, please
reach out to Denis or Craig, to let them know what your plans are for removal asap.
The Toronto Boat Show is once again cancelled for January. Regardless of the lack of a boat show, it is still a natural
time for the club to make a push on growing our membership numbers. The fact that we have the new variant, with travel restrictions being implemented again, means that the interest in boating will likely continue to be popular for 2022. I
ask you to support Membership Committee in whatever way you can. Invite your friends, family and neighbours to consider joining the club. Boating is a very safe activity during a pandemic! It's a great way to safely distance, be outdoors
and enjoy the water.

Unfortunately, hosting a Commodore's Levee is not in the cards for this January. However, despite the challenges we
have faced these last couple years, we have so much to be thankful for. Last year our family Christmas constituted of a
couple hours on a toboggan hill (until the little ones couldn't take the cold anymore), exchange of gifts in the parking lot,
and then we all returned to our respective homes to meet up on a zoom call Christmas dinner, thanks to Swiss Chalet's
Festive Special delivery! We're really looking forward to actually being able to be together this year - with our exact
count of 10 people.
Jeff & I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a safe, happy holiday season.

Annette Reesor
Commodore Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Notes
Andrea Zeeb

M

erry Christmas /Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to
all of you!

Please stay well and safe and healthy as we navigate another winter season of restrictions and limitations. Given that, I'm saddened that we won't be together in person for our traditional Commodore's New Year's Levee. It is always a good time to connect with sailing friends. Some of you may have noticed that Annette and I
are connecting with as many members as we can personally (over the phone typically). We want to get a sense
of your thoughts and feelings about the club, and what we might be able to do to improve the club and your
experience with FBYC. The response has been great. Thanks for chatting with us. I'm only part way through my
list and have about 25 members left to call. In the meantime, if you have suggestions or opportunities, please
feel free to email at vice@fbyc.ca.
The committees are working hard. Our primary goal is increased membership. Please chat up the club to
friends and family that might be interested in buying a boat or becoming social members, and then notify the
membership committee.Our Webmaster is reinvigorating the website in anticipation of more web traffic and
therefore more potential membership traffic. . Entertainment committee provided a lovely tree trimming event
in November, which was well attended, and had so many plans for the coming months. They are on the back
burner for a while, as indoor events are limited.
We are planning for a traditional Sailpast this year. I would like to have a few volunteers that can assist with
the planning aspect, and then I'll ask for a few more on the day of the event - all of these hours count as work
hours! Let me know if you're interested in helping out.
Have a safe, healthy and happy holiday season, and may you ring in 2022 with a glass of bubbly, in anticipation
of a great 2022 boating season.

Andrea
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‘Around the Marks’
Rear Commodore Fleet - Mike Sherban
I attended the Lake Ontario Racing Council AGM this past Wednesday via
zoom. A motion was tabled to disband the council due to duplication of
efforts with Sail Canada. Over the past few years LORC had taken a step back
from governing race events and have concentrated on only promoting events
for Member Clubs. Sail Canada is also doing this with a much more robust
and user friendly website. A motion was carried to have the Executive Coun-

cil determine how to proceed with disbursement/donation of capital funds
and what to do with event trophies. Either to be continued to be awarded at
club events or displayed as historical monuments. It was mentioned that all
former LORC races may continue at the host clubs and be advertised via Sail
Canada website. I will pass on any more information as it becomes available.
As the New Year approaches the countdown to launch begins!!
I Hope Santa brings all your desired sailing toys!!
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Mike

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Entertainment Update
Huw Kerley & Kelly Lawson
We are pleased to report that our first social event of the year was a success. It
was delightful to see so many members at the “Festive Tree Trimming” on Friday
November 26th with their appetizers, holiday spirit, and generous toy and food
donations.
Huw & Kelly aboard Free Spirit

Mike Rennie sampling the goodies provided by attendees

Six boxes from FBYC were gratefully received on Sat Dec
11th by Durham Police for their 33rd Annual Food and
Toy Drive. Thanks to all who were able to donate something.

Huw Kerley delivering FBYC’s Food and Toy donations at Loblaw in
Pickering

Angie Giotis Mokhtarian enjoying a laugh whilst Sarah Grace Seguin makes the FBYC tree look amazing

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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More Entertainment… With the risks of larger indoor gatherings once again in question,
the entertainment committee reluctantly decided not to go ahead with a second holiday event at the club.
We are considering a virtual event of some kind in January, and stay tuned for an indoor/outdoor event to
be held in February at FBYC.
In the meantime we encourage members to attend our Friday Pub Nights this winter (presuming of
course, that the COVID precautions allow.) The FBYC bar is open each Friday from 7-11pm to members
and their guests. The bar has a TV, music system, board games and be sure to check out our lovely
**NEW** dartboard, which you can try out with your own darts or a club set available at the bar.
Remember that proof of vaccination will be required to enter the bar, and
should be shown to the steward on arrival.
Don’t forget we are including photo(s) in each Sailpast of something sociable
at FBYC…Please send any submissions along with any feedback and ideas for
social activities to: entertainment@fbyc.ca
Aaron Coholan modelling FBYC’s
new dartboard

We look forward to seeing some of you at a pub night soon, and wish everyone
a happy and safe holiday season.

Huw, Kelly and the Entertainment Committee

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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‘Junior Sail’s Tales’
Rear Commodore Junior Sail - Aaron Coholan

S

eason's Greetings from Jr. Sail. We hope
everyone has a safe, happy and
healthy holiday. There are two brief announcements
to members:
1) Frenchman's Bay Sailing School has started
the hiring process for 2022. Job postings can be
found on the Ontario Sailing website. We encourage candidates to apply as soon as possible.
2) The summer school programming will be updated
in early January. Please be sure to visit the website
for details. (https://
frenchmansbayyc.checklick.com/).
Please reach out to Brian (sailingschool@fbyc.ca) or
Aaron (jrsail@fbyc.ca) if you have any questions.
Best Wishes,

Aaron
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Pieces of Nautical Jargon That Are Now Common Sayings
We often try to choose our words very carefully. However, we rarely give thought to the sources and origins of
the many expressions that litter our conversations. When we do delve into this world of words, we discover
fascinating stories full of tradition, history, and useful advice gleaned from the life experiences of those who
helped create them. Here are just some of the terms, idioms, and phrases whose origins
can be traced back to sailors and seafarers of old.
Huw Kerley

Three Sheets to the Wind

Loose Cannon

Meaning: Very, very drunk.

Meaning: An unpredictable person liable to cause damage

Origin: ‘Sheets’ are the lines fixed to the lower corners of sails, to hold them in place. If three sheets
are loose and blowing about in the wind then the
sails will flap and the boat will lurch about like a
drunken sailor.

Bottoms Up
Meaning: An encouragement to drink or to finish
one's drink

Origin: This imperative is believed to come from an
era when English sailors could often be tricked into
joining the navy. The trick involved giving the unsuspecting man a beer with a coin at the bottom. Once
the poor man had hold of the coin, he was deemed
to have accepted payment and was swiftly enrolled
or press-ganged into the Royal Navy. It is said that
as people began to wise up to the con-trick, they
would say "bottoms up" to the people they drank
with in order that they could check for any hidden
coins at the bottom of their glasses.

Origin: Many 17th century wooden warships hauled
cannons as their primary weapon, so this expression
roots from exactly what it sounds like — when a cannon
broke loose in a storm or in battle and wreaked havoc
among the crew. It’s clear how this phrase transitioned
into referring to a person as the loose cannon. We all
know at least one person who causes chaos in our life…
or maybe a few.

Show One’s True Colours
Meaning: show who one really is, reveal one's character (usually used in a negative way).
Origin: It was once common practice for ships to hoist
their national flags before commencing battle. Some
ships would carry flags from many countries and hoist
"false flags" to confuse or mislead their enemies at sea.
A practice that was especially common among Spanish
ships in the 17th century. This practice also introduced
the term "bamboozle" into our language.

Scraping the Barrel
Meaning: Obtaining the last dregs of something, procuring
someone or something that is of inferior quality.
Origin: On 17th-century ships, sailors would scrape empty
barrels used to store salted meat to recover any remaining
scraps.
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Cruise Update 2022
Mike Brajac
Thank you to Alain Beauvier who has been instrumental in
setting up the cruises for next year.
This is what we have planned so far:
WYC: May 21/23
ABYC: July 30/31 (August long weekend)
BPYC: August 13/14

THSC: Tentative September 3/4 (Labour Day)
July 1-3: We are holding off booking anything for this Canada
Day weekend. We are waiting to see what policies Cobourg
has in place in the new year. July 1 falls on a Friday this
year. If everything works out we may be heading back to
Cobourg. No plans in place yet to hook up with CYC but we
will have to see what develops. This may be a case where
everybody books their own spot at Cobourg Marina. In any
event, too early to tell how this will unfold, but Cobourg has
been a fun and popular cruise destination for us in the past.

Photo Contribution: Bob Stobie
Note, this is not the old Frenchman’s Bay channel!

Not the best mooring execution...made it to Maui but
might have trouble leaving!

Photo Contribution: Bob Stobie
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The Odyssey of Iliad II
As most of you know, our fellow Members Louie and Sophia
have arrived in the Caribbean, first to USVI (St. Thomas and
St. John), then on to BVI. All is well, and they are having a
great time exploring the islands and “adjusting to the pace”!
Here are a few pictures they’ve shared. I will continue to
update you through Sailpast, and if you wish, you can
search “Second Wind Sailing Adventures” on Facebook.

Mike
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Contact Us
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4
Contact Sailpast Editor: sailpast@fbyc.ca
Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on the web at
www.fbyc.ca

For those unable to see ‘The Nutcracker’ this year, we can enjoy our own “Swan Lake”!
Photo Credit: Jonathan & Rosemary Oliver
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