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FROM THE EDITOR

W

elcome to the November 2020 issue of
Sailpast. By now, I expect your craft and
your gear have been put to bed for the
winter, you’ve recorded your task list for the winter, given Santa your wish list,
and set the timer, counting down to what will hopefully be a more normal
Spring 2021 launch. No doubt our recent warm weather has many of you second guessing your haul out decision!
Most of the fall chores at the club have been completed, thanks to a hearty
crew on Cleanup Day October 24th. Thankfully we were blessed with good
weather!
Our General Meeting is coming up on Monday, November 30, 2020. I hope
you’ll be able to join, to hear from your Board and Committee Chairs, and get
up to speed on important club business. As with the September meeting, it
will be conducted electronically, using Zoom. You will be receiving an email
with information about the meeting from me within the next few days.

Finally, mark December 5, 2020 on your calendar. Mary has organized an
online Wine & Cheese event which sounds fantastic! See the ad for details.

Mike Rennie

“For the most part, a
sailboat navigates
through its world of
wind and water not
leaving a single trace of
its passage. Nothing is
consumed. Nothing is
altered. The winds and
the water are left in
exactly the same condition for the next user.
Sailing is forever.”
Michael B. McPhee
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Commodore’s Corner
Mark Chin

November 2020
Hope that everyone had a chance to celebrate Remembrance Day virtually. Thanks to our veterans for
keeping this country safe and free. Hard to believe it’s November already. The boats are all hauled out
and the club is winterized. Thanks to everyone who participated in the work parties during the past few
weekends, cleaning up the Club. It looks great! As the Commodore of FBYC I am very proud of how the
club has worked together in these unprecedented times! Hope that everyone was able to enjoy the sailing season.
Sadly, the number of COVID-19 cases are increasing again. Please continue practicing COVID-19 protocol. Stay Safe, Stay Healthy.

In our last AGM, three members stepped down from their positions on the board. They are Val Tsyben
(Treasurer), Tom Wood (RC Fleet) and Ron van der Wees (Sailpast Editor). We would like to give a
warm welcome to our new board members are Chris Viscount (RC Fleet) and Mike Rennie who is pulling
a double duty as the club’s Secretary and now the Sailpast Editor. Hovik Mokhtarian has volunteered for
the treasurer’s position and we can make this official at the next General Meeting on November 30, 2020.
Thanks everyone on the board both past and present for their dedication and time in making FBYC a
great club.
Finally, I would like to thank the membership for supporting us as we cope with COVID-19. My wish is
that we all remain vigilant and keep safe and COVID free. Let’s take care of our families so that we may
have a normal sailing season next year.
Wishing everyone all the best and looking forward in seeing you all at the Holiday Wine and Cheese
Online Event on December 5, 2020 at 7:30pm.
Mark Chin
Commodore 2020

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Fall Cleanup
Thanks to Denis Carrier for organizing a very
productive work effort on October 24th to clean
up the club grounds, put away our equipment
for the winter and haul the dinghy dock out of
the water. Thanks to everyone who joined together under Denis’ watchful eye to take on
the many tasks that had to be completed!

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Harbour Report
Glen Dickson
Things are rapidly shutting down. As I write this only one boat remains still at the dock, and will be out by the time you read this.
The water system is off and winterized, and shore power will be off
as well.
We’re taking advantage of the good weather and starting on next
season’s projects early.
As you read this the mast crane will be down for the first time in
a decade to have some well needed servicing and upgrades.
We plan to strip and paint the structure, add a new solid drum
winch, replace the old sheaves, and run new ¼” cable (currently
we have a 3/16” cable). This will allow us to remove the block
and return to a 1:1 ratio, to speed lifts and drops somewhat.
We will also soon be starting on some piling work on the fingers. A few repairs and extending a few that were disappearing
under the fingers
at high water.

Currently, Lake Ontario is 18” (!) below what it was at
this time last year. With the mess they’ve made of our
water levels now, nobody really seems to know just
what that means next year. However, I think we better
start praying for a little bit of precipitation this winter to
get that number to shrink a little bit…
If COVID permits, we’ll be calling some small work
parties once we have ice on the bay, IF we can get
lumber to start on the service dock.

We’ll likely stay away from big work parties, and
spread the work around a bit if we are permitted to.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Greetings from your new Rear Commodore Fleet
My philosophy on racing is… ‘If one boat is on the lake it is sailing but
if there are two, they are racing’.
So, if you are the type that tightens the outhaul just a tweak on
a Sunday afternoon so that other boat on the horizon is left behind, or
you are energized by the frantic voices and snapping rigging during a
port tack screaming (literally) start, on a crowded race line , this coming year’s racing season is for you. I have seen it and been part of it
all during my 50 years of racing. I have done and enjoyed the family
racing with my sisters, my wife and, my father in law in very competitive club races. I have also
raced, doubled handed (and won) some of the most pretentious Ontario races. So whether we are
still contending with COVID or not, rest assured there will be an exciting racing season in 2021.
This year we learned how to adapt, next year we will build on that if we need to. Most importantly
we all do this for FUN so don't hesitate, be sure to sign up this spring and join me Chris Viscount
for a wild ride!
To further ensure I can guarantee a fabulous
racing season next year I have asked Mark
Bowman, Brent Hughes and Rick Lalonde to
help me out. These are three terrific sailors
that I respect, work well with and will definitely
lean on for advice and wisdom.
The past few years Mark and I have raced on
a Soto 40 called Afterburn with great success.
We won the last two LO 300’s, claiming first to
finish, first in class and first overall. In 2019
we won the Freeman cup again with first to
finish, first in class and first overall. Mark and I
have also done the double handed LOSHA
together for several years on Untamed. Probably the most memorable race I ever sailed with Mark
was in that series. We won the 100 miler (Losha's overnighter) overall, racing against 89 boats.
Brent, Mark and I have won the Kirby 25 North Americans three times and Brent and I also won
the Kirby Worlds together.
Rick has won boat of the year at the club several times. He also sailed a perfect regatta in the Falcon Cup. Rick has donated a lot of time and energy to the junior racing program over the years.
These guys understand all aspects of racing and I look forward to them bailing me out if I ever
start to sink.
My hope for 2021 is to see all of you out on the race course.

Chris Viscount
RC Fleet
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Member Profile – A Monthly Sailpast Feature
Sheri & John Phillips
MacGregor 26X
When did you become a member of FBYC?
We joined FBYC at the end of 2019

How long have you been a sailor?
We just bought our first sailboat (and our only other boat except a canoe!) in
November 2019

Is this your first sailboat?
Yes we have a 2002 MacGregor 26X. Our first sailboat. We have been told that it is not a great sailboat, nor
a great powerboat, however it is a great power sailboat! John has been wanting a sailboat for years and it
has been on our dream board since our daughter was 3 (she is now 21!) but we have finally started sailing
and have lots to learn!! We have a name for it, but since we could not have a proper naming ceremony and
party this year, we will wait until 2021 to name it "Philhaven".

How was your 2020 sailing season?
As many we had a slow start. We had booked sailing lessons for mid to
late May, however Covid-19 happened. So we waited until the club
opened and we could find time and some help (thanks Cam Young!) to
help us bring over our boat which was stored in Whitby where we
bought it. We brought it over on June 18 th and docked in our slip B22.
We are "real" newbies so we got a friend of ours who was in our social
'bubble' to come out with us one time to help us. We have learned by
trial and error going out various times throughout the season. Finally we
were able to get our sailing lessons in early August and the best part
was the lessons were on our boat instead of the instructor's boat – glad
that worked out that way and highly recommend it! Our big adventure for the season was to take our sailboat to Toronto Island the week before the Labour Day weekend. John works on the island at the school as
a caretaker so his commute went down significantly for that week where we stayed at the Hanlon mooring
wall! And we met more FBYC members there too which were very friendly and helpful!

Any 'boat projects' on the go?
Our project was to figure out what we had, what we didn't have and buy critical things for the sailing this
year. With our sailing instructor's help we installed a reefing system for the main sail which we did not have
and then we were able to use it as well the next day! Also we have made a list of projects for next season!
One of the key ones is to extend the forward berth to be longer and have better cushions (we are tall and
getting older so prefer a bit more comfort!). So we are planning for that modification. Any suggestions or recommendations on getting cushions made are appreciated! We are also checking all of our lines and the
sails to see if they need repair.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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As sailors, we all have stories. Share one with us…
Well unfortunately we have had a few challenges getting out and
docking in a seamless way! We have provided some side entertainment for the club we are sure! Every time we go out we
learn and that's the most important part.
Something that we are proud of is that we actually bought the
sailboat and we are learning this new skill! We don't always
know what we are doing, but FBYC is a very helpful and forgiving club. Many people we know talk about doing stuff, however it
is great to be part of a group that lives their lives!
A few future plans for our MacGregor 26X:
Since it comes with a trailer, we would like to take it to our family
member's cottage on Georgian Bay north of Owen Sound and
dock in their harbour for a couple of weeks and take it out on
trips from there. We hope to do this in 2021.
Take the boat (without its sails) through the Trent-Severn lock
system. Probably in 2022.

Is there anything else you'd like your fellow FBYC
Members to know?
We have 2 children, Collin (24) and Nicole (21), who look forward
to spending more time with us at the Club and on the sailboat in
2021! Collin has been at the club helping out during clean up as
his height at 6'5" comes in handy! Nicole recognizes many FBYC
members as she works part time at Bruno's while attending post
secondary school (online these days).
John plays the bass guitar and Sheri likes to sing while playing
the guitar or mandolin.

© 2020 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Entrained air in Diesel Fuel

by Denis Carrier

After 30 years of use, the mechanical fuel pump diaphragm finally failed as evidenced by the leak of diesel fuel out the vent hole on
the pump. I searched and found the replacement pump with the same Volvo part number as the original. Thinking that the original
lasted 30 or so years, I felt that the $300.00 purchase price was reasonable and ordered it.
When I received the pump, it was 95% like the original. What was different on initial inspection was the upper casing was attached
with a clamp. This did not appear to be a major obstacle, so I installed it. The mounting bolts matched up perfectly.
What was different was this. Originally, there was a metal tube between the pump and the fuel filter. With the new pump installed,
this tube no longer fit as it did on the original. The fuel outlet was about 10 degrees off.
I had the choice of discarding the fuel pump (expensive) or cutting the steel fuel line and installing a rubber hose. I spliced the line
and finished the installation. Priming the system, the engine started and ran. I thought that was the end of the issue until the engine
intermittently would stall at low revs and sometimes would sputter at higher revs. If the engine stopped, doing the start-up sequence, it would run again.
For 6 years I have been chasing this problem. Thinking there was an air leak in the fuel line, I have replaced the fuel delivery system from the pick-up inside the fuel tank to the fuel pump. I have run the engine with the fuel separator bypassed with the same
results.
When the fuel tank was opened to replace the suction tube, I used my oil change suction pump to pick up fuel from the bottom of
the tank. Crystal clear was the fuel. No issue there. There was virtually no water or debris in the fuel separator. Now what to do.
I purchased clear tubing and installed it between the suction tube
which was replaced and the suction side of the fuel pump. I ran the
engine and guess what, there were tiny bubbles about the size of
champagne bubbles. Search on line and googled for into, found an
article from Raycor.
Search for "Mobile_Air_Separation_In_Diesel_Fuel%20" (as I have
not sought permission to include it here). The bulletin is from Parker
Hannifin Corp (Racor). The author is David Hodgkins. It explains a
phenomenon called entrained air in diesel fuel. The suction (low
pressure) causes the air to separate from the fuel. It is remarkably
interesting to read. It says that most large engines deal with the air
with no problems. Small engines can have issues.
I believe in my situation because the outlet was offset from the original, a cavity was created at the top of the fuel pump. Many small
bubbles accumulated to form a large bubble which eventually pushed
through and caused the engine to starve of fuel.
This spring, I purchased an electric diesel fuel pump from Princess
Auto and bypassed the mechanical pump. The engine has since run
flawlessly all summer. I have confidence that I have solved the problem.
The Raycor bulletin made me look in an entirely different area to
solve my problem.
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The Odyssey of Iliad II
With visions of balmy evenings dancing in their
heads, Louie and Sophia have resigned themselves to the fact that the Holiday Season will
be spent in northern climes! They are approaching it philosophically, though. This newly
retired couple find enjoyment in so many different activities, that this shift in plans is merely a
bump in the road!
As we approach
Spring, Sailpast
will pick up “The
Odyssey of Iliad
II” where we left
off, and follow
their highly anticipated preparation
for the journey of
a lifetime.
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In case you didn’t know…
Lake Ontario, with a chart datum of 74.2 metres, is the lowest of the Great Lakes. The outflow from Lake Ontario has been regulated since 1960 with the completion of the control works on
the St. Lawrence River for the St. Lawrence Seaway and Power Project. From Lake Ontario, the
river drops about 1.7 metres to Lake St. Lawrence, a man-made lake formed behind hydro-electric
and control dams upstream of Cornwall. The flows out of Lake Ontario and into Lake St. Lawrence
are moderated by the control structure and lock at Iroquois.
The river drops about 26 metres at these dams and the Eisenhower and Snell Locks, then flows into
Lake St. Francis which has a
chart datum of about 46 metres. Through a series of lakes,
navigation channels and locks,
the river drops to Montreal, with
a chart datum of 5.6 metres at
Jetty Number 1. In the 272 km
between Montreal and Quebec
City, the river fall about 7.5 metres, to a chart datum in Que-

Cool stuff…

Y

ou’ll find this
safety item
fascinating…
a remotely
controlled lifebuoy!
Follow the link to have
a look...

https://usafe-global.com/

Thanks Bob Stobie!
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Contact Us

FBYC “est” List...
Longest Boat: 51 ft ‘White Diamond’ (Tom Wood)

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4

Widest Boat: 14.75 ft ‘Liza’ (Steve Hammond)
Deepest Draft: 6 ft 9 in ‘Tornado’ (Bruce Zagrodney)
Longest Active Members: Phil & Elaine Gwilliames (1970)

Contact Sailpast Editor at
(sailpast@fbyc.ca)

Newest Members: Robert & Jody Kimball (Sept 2020)

Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht
Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca

*Highest Historical water level: 75.91 m (June 2019)
*Lowest Historical water level: 73.74 m (December 1934)
Recent(est) water level: 74.61 m (Week ending Nov 11, 2020)

*Source:

Historical Monthly Mean Water Levels from the Coordinated network for

each of the Great Lakes—Fisheries & Oceans Canada
Feel Free to contact ‘Sailpast’ to add an ‘est’ or correct the list if it’s not accurate(est)!

Photo Credit: Sheri & John Phillips
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Jeff Blundell aboard his Catalina 30
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