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Commodore’s Report
Glen Dickson

I guess it‟s my turn! I‟m truly honoured to be the
Commodore of FYBC, and I look forward to
continuing the good work started by our outgoing
Commodore Erick Magi. I‟m sure Erick wishes me
to pass along his thanks to all our outgoing board
members and committee chairs for their hard work
in 2015. It was a pleasure working with all of you,
and our 2016 board looks ready to go.
So, right down to business, shall we?
The annual Banquet is this Saturday, November 7th,
and I look forward to seeing many of you there to
celebrate the end of another great season of boating.
Hot on it‟s heels, Awards Night is always a great
time and will be held November 21st. Please come
out an join us for a fabulous pot luck dinner.
After that, we‟ll be quickly rolling into the holiday
season. There just doesn‟t seem to be any
downtime!
Most of the boats are now out of the water, and
fewer of us are around the clubhouse as regularly as
we are during the summer. This brings up a very
important point about being vigilant around the
clubhouse.
During the annual fall clean up on October 24th,
Karl Zeeb happened upon a young man who had
taken to spending his nights sleeping in our sailing
school classroom. He appeared to be very young
and recently kicked out of his home, with no place
to go, and was very apologetic about the trouble.

We have since taken a number of precautions to
eliminate the easier access points to the schoolroom
and race room, along with filing a police report on
the incident.
So, while he appears to have been a harmless young
man, I think we were very lucky and lucky that this
hasn‟t happened before. It just goes to show that we
have to keep our eyes open for anything out of the
ordinary, as we aren‟t exempt from people taking
advantage of us. Just 3 days later I went to the club
during the day and found the east door to the
clubhouse unlocked, although I was the only person
there. This can‟t happen. If you are the last person
there, or even if you think you MIGHT be the last
person there, lock it up. Make sure the gate closes.
We really don‟t want to go back to locking the gate
inside if we can help it.
For those of you who weren‟t at the last general
meeting, John and Faye Flood have taken the
initiative to refresh our line of FBYC branded
clothing. Shirts, sweatshirts, hats, jackets, and other
items are available for purchase with the club logo.
We had great enthusiasm from those who attended
the last general meeting and sold lots of items. It‟ll
be good to see all the members wearing club gear
while they travel the waters next year! Watch for
John and Faye to be displaying the items available
at the next General Meeting November 30th, as well
as at other club events. We‟ll have photos up on the
website as well as pricing just as soon as we can.
Speaking of November 30th, that‟s the budget
meeting for the members. Please come out to hear
what we have planned for next year. It also counts
for an hour of your required work hours!
Special thanks to Doug Welch for taking over the
responsibilities of webmaster, and Lori Robinson
has agreed to lead up a fundraising committee for
next year. This team is already hard at work
planning some events for next season to accumulate
funds for our next betterment project, a covered
BBQ area. Thanks Lori! We look forward to seeing
what initiatives you come up with.
As part of our budgets for 2016, much attention will
be paid to the inside of the club. It‟s been somewhat
neglected on updates for a number of years, and
now it‟s time. Chris Smith has some big plans, and
the board is behind him. Cont’d next page

As part of the renovations, First Mates (remember
them? They are still around and helping where they
can and have generously offered to pay for the
updates to the women‟s washroom. Thank you!
Fleur De Lis will be getting some much needed
work this winter. More details will follow shortly.
I know it has been mentioned before, but we
apparently need to mention it again. The garbage
bin is not for our members to toss the junk they
hauled out of their garages and sheds. It is for
garbage collected at the clubhouse and off the boats.
I realize it‟s tempting to be able to dispose of great
amounts of garbage seemingly for free, but guess
what, you are costing every member of the club
when we have to pay for additional pickups so some
can toss their junk for „free‟. It‟s fine for the odd
bag from home, but please, some people are
dumping truckloads.
People are always asking me what we‟re doing
about long range planning. „Lots, believe it or not.
Erick Magi as past commodore will be taking on
this role going forward. We are already working out
plans for both repairs to the south and east walls,
along with trying to formulate a plan for B dock.
Our emergency dredging project delayed all
sizeable projects for about 5 years, and we have 3 to
go, but we still need to plan. There are also many
other things being looked at in the background.
As this is the last edition until January, and even
though it feels horribly wrong as I write this in 18
degree sunshine, Connie, Victoria and I would like
to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season. Enjoy
the time with your families, and think of next
season!
That‟s it for now. I hope to see many of you at the
banquet.

(Incoming) Vice Commodore’s Report
John Redman
It is beginning to sink in, my fleet is out of the
water, the temperature is cooler, leaves are doing
their colourful act and the sailing season is over for
all but a few hardy souls. Don‟t be too down as we
have the Annual Banquet on November 7th and the
Awards Potluck on November 21st to celebrate the
great season. Racing was a learning although
somewhat frustrating (who knew my boat has
“shrouds” under the deck) season, but rewarded
with consistent improvement. Thanks to those who
crewed for me in the various series. I enjoyed it and
hope you did as well. On the non-racing side the
club cruises were fun, well attended, well organized
and left me looking forward to next year‟s schedule
(Sign me up now please, Mike) wherever it may
take us. The Kid‟s Cruise was a great addition to the
roster and enjoyed by kids of all ages.
Many thanks go to those who have worked hard as
members of the Board to make our club better each
year. Welcome to those taking their place. We have
a number of challenges ahead and by combining our
talents, energy and determination we will continue
the improvement to our summer home. I hope to
see everyone at the November General Meeting
(Budget Meeting) to look at the coming year.
Over the past couple of years we have involved a
number of members, both new and veteran, as
active committee members. I am hoping that those
who have not yet done so, as well as those active in
the past will consider the requests to be a part of a
committee/project and share your skills enthusiasm
and knowledge with the current groups.
As you are aware the Duty Officer Program is the
responsibility of the Vice Commodore and in the
near future I will be looking for your input for the
2016 Season. Heading into the Winter I hope to see
you at the Friday Pub Nights, Banquet, Awards
Night, and the Christmas Potluck and Sailpast 2016
the first Saturday in June. Meanwhile, Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Past - Rear Commodore Fleet
Bob Hickson
bobhickson@rogers.com
416-919-2297

As the 2015 sailing season winds down, I would
like to express my thanks to all of the members that
have helped to make the racing program a success
during my two years as Rear Commodore Fleet. We
have had a number of success stories with an
increasing number of boats participating in the race
program, the introduction of the “Brass Monkey
Race Series” and the reintroduction of the “Single
Handed Series”.
As I hand the mainsheet over to David Riegert, I
would ask everyone to pitch in and support him as
the new Rear Commodore Fleet.
My last official function will be the 2015 Annual
Awards Night.
Saturday – November 21:
Annual FBYC Awards Night. This is the evening
when all the hardware and flags are presented to the
race fleet winners. As usual, this will be a pot luck
dinner.
Fair winds,
Bob Hickson
New Club Sign
Bob Hickson, bobhickson@rogers.com

As a winter project, I have offered to make a new
sign for the Club‟s main entrance. The sign would
be roughly 3 x 5 feet depending on the final design
and it would be placed on two posts in the small
garden just outside the main Club gate. The
photographs below typical of the type of sign that
we are planning.

At this point, we have two options;
 Have a sign made commercially
 I have also offered to do a wooden, relief
carved sign on a sign blank that Boss Hess
has offered to make up. Wood carving is a
long, dormant skill that I am planning to
renew as I enter semi-retirement.
Either way, we need a design for the sign that
would incoporate the Club logo, name and address.
The image below is a preliminary design but we
would like to receive the members input on a design
for the sign.

I will offer a bottle of El Dorado rum from my
personal stock to the member that submits the
winning design.
The contest closes January 11, 2016.
Rear Commodore, Fleet
Dave Riegert
As of today (Nov 4) I have had this position
officially for four days. Hence, there is not much to
“officially” report. Rear Commodore Fleet is
responsible for most on-water activities and for the
committees which make these events happen: sail
committee (me plus 4 members), power committee
(Mike Brajac plus 3 members), and boat committee
(Chuck Watson plus 3 members). I am not sure if
these committees have been fully staffed in the past,
but there is always opportunity to get involved in
your club. Please speak to the committee chairs to
express your interest.
I have begun making contacts for the winter
seminars. Let me know of your suggestions for
anything new/different. The budget for fleet is being
finalized and will be presented at the annual budget
meeting November 30.
In closing, I give you this quote from a sailing
poster I once saw, I do not know the author: “The
pessimist complains about the wind. The optimist
expects the wind to change. A leader adjusts the
sails.”

Harbour Report
Greg Greason

As I write, there only remains a handful of boats left
in the harbour and it's time to finish up the last few
items to put it all to rest for the winter.
Once again, here is my annual request / warning.
Take all your dock lines, hanging fenders, power
cords etc. off your slip for the winter. No matter
how secure you think they are, they inevitably end
up in the water and freeze into the ice. When the ice
shifts, the strain on the docks damages them.
I need a couple of volunteers to remove the
remaining safety ladders and hoses from the docks.
Please contact me at the email above if you can take
care of these for me.
Also, Louie Skretas probably needs some assistance
in winterizing the water supply. Please give him a
shout to find out more details lskretas@yahoo.com
That's all for now - may you and your vessel survive
the wrath of winter.

Entertainment
Annette Reesor
As the sailing season comes to a close, and winter
approaches, it‟s good to have fun things to look
forward to. The Entertainment Committee (EC) is
working on a calendar of FBYC events that will get
us to the Vice-Commodore‟s Sailpast, and beyond!
We will be sure to get these dates on the club
calendar, and appropriate notifications to you.
Every year, the FBYC family, has a Christmas
Potluck, which is now booked for December 12th.
Please bring your favorite savoury dish/appetizer/or
salad and a seasonal sweet treat to share. We will
also have a white elephant gift exchange (optional
to participate), so start thinking about what $10
item you will bring, that will be sought after or
unloaded. The bar will be open beginning at 6:30,
and we will aim to eat dinner at 7 pm.
Mark your calendar for February 13th. EC is
planning to celebrate Valentine‟s Day at FBYC.
Details to follow.
Some other ideas that we are floating around: Wine
& Cheese, Euchre Night, “Minute-to-Win-it”, „Dips
& Workhorse‟ to name a few. Watch for details of
upcoming events, and feel free to contact me if you
have an idea for an event and would like help in
making it happen.

Cruising Notes
Mike Brajac
(mike.brajac@gmail.com)

This update was intended for the last issue of
Sailpast, but due to some e-mail fumbling on my
part; it didn‟t make it in time. „My apologies for the
delay in getting this to you. I want to take this
opportunity to thank all that participated in the
cruises this season. Thanks also to all the
members that made our visitors welcome at FBYC.
Finally, thank you for electing me to this position
again next year.
Business travel prevented me from making it to the
Bluffers Cruise, but I understand a good time was
had by all. We had about 15 boats make the trip to
Lake Shore Yacht Club on Labour Day weekend.
The club is located right in Colonel Samuel Smith
Park with nice trails for biking or hiking. For many
of us, it was our first time at the club and we found
it to be a well maintained club with a beautiful patio
and barbecue area. We all ate dinner together on
Saturday evening with great conversation and
stories lasting into the night. Depending on your
arrival/departure time we were able to catch some
of the air show. It was exciting (and loud) to get
buzzed by a CF18 Hornet over the water. To top
off the weekend there was a good south west wind
blowing on the return. I puttered Chelita for most
of the way back, enjoying the sunshine while
getting pushed along nicely with the following
waves.
Cruises are a great way to meet fellow club
members and visit a different club at the same time.
We try to help each other out with docking so that
can help alleviate any fears about visiting another
club for those that are relatively new to boating.

Reciprocals are a valuable privilege of belonging to
a yacht club—why not make use of them?
During the past season, I have been able to draft
help when needed—Pat Croley, Jeff Blundell,
Michele Stratton, and Aaron Coholan among others
have helped with organization and arrangements.
Thank you for your help! I can always use some
help—much of the work is done by e-mail, phone or
checking slips down at the club.
For those that participated in cruises I would like to
hear what worked, what did you like, and what can
be made better. I would like to get a couple of
2016 cruises nailed down this fall and leave some
room for two or three clubs that may approach us at
LOCCA in January about arranging cruises. It
remains to be seen whether LOCCA (Lake Ontario
Cruising Club Association) which was absorbed
under the Ontario Sailing Association this year will
survive and grow. Attendance has been down each
of the last three years and many clubs are making
their own arrangements in the fall.
I welcome any ideas on cruise destinations for
2016. Some thought starters—Boulevard Club
inquired on short notice about sending a small
flotilla of boats this year. We were already very
booked up with another cruise and unable to
accommodate them. There are no BBQ‟s at
Boulevard Club, but they have a great lake side
restaurant and patio in addition to indoor/outdoor
pools—what about giving your first mate a break
with a nice cruise/dinner?
We haven‟t been to Port Credit in quite a few years
as a club. Nice pool area and club house.
Similarly, I have heard good feedback on Oakville
Yacht Squadron, a beautiful area of town. Both
clubs are a bit of a haul, but if you plan ahead for
the trip up over a day or two they are manageable
with some luck from the wind. I welcome your
input and ideas.

From Behind the Bar
Taylor Robinson

The Fall and Winter season is starting which means
the Bar facilities are only weekly on Friday's,
except for special events. Please come down from
7:00 to 10:30 and keep our club enthusiasm ongoing
with wonderful friends and members.
As I always remind our Members, our facilities are
available for rental for your events. Since we are
heating the building throughout the winter, how
about making it a warmer atmosphere by bringing
your celebrations to us? Just a quick email will start
the process.
It has been a very fun summer, meeting new
members and seeing old friends again. I would like
to Congratulate our new Board of Directors and
Committee Chairs and look forward to working
with you all again next year. And of course, we all
look forward to Entertainment's upcoming plans for
the winter and Christmas events. See you all from
behind the bar!
Chris Viscount’s Work is inspected by
Feathered Friend contributed by John Fertile

EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY
Bluffers Cruise Photos
By Connie Dickson

By Doug Welch

By David Wysocki

AUTO-HOME-COMMERCIAL-LIFE-BOAT- MORTGAGE

GWILLIAMES & ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
ALISON ZARPANA OWEN
Tel: 905-619-2424 - Fax 905-619-8080
Toll Free: 1-800-463-3156
2 Bunhill Court, Ajax, ON L1Z 1X5
Email: quote@gwilliamesinsurance.com
www.gwilliamesinsurance.com

FBYC Board of Directors, 2016
Commodore (Flag)
Glen Dickson
Vice Commodore (Flag)
John Redman
Vice Commodore, Facilities (Flag) Byron Lucas
Rear Commodore, Fleet, (Flag)
Dave Riegert
Rear Commodore, Junior Sail (Flag) Andrea Zeeb
Rear Commodore, Harbour, (Flag) Greg Greason
Secretary
Denis Carrier
Treasurer
Dave Alexander
Immediate Past Commodore
Erick Magi

FBYC Committee Chairpersons, 2016
Cruise Committee
House Committee
Boat Committee
Entertainment Committee
Membership Committee
Public Relations Committee
Sailpast Editor
Webmaster
Sailing School Director
Club Steward

Mike Brajac
Chris Smith
Chuck Watson
Annette Reesor
Sam Cummings
Ed Fulton
Bill Newman
Doug Welch
Jeff Blundell
Taylor Robinson

November 2015
Sun

Mon
1

Brass Monkey 4

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

8

Sat
6

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

9

10

11

12

13
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

15

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

14
Private function
Flag Room
7:00 pm

20
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

26

Private Function
Flag Room 2-9

7
Annual Banquet
Waterfront Bistro

21
Para Radio Course
0830 – 1600 Flag
Room
Awards Night

27

28

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

29

30
General Meeting
/ Budget

December 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

6
Private Function
Flag room 1-4

13

7

8

9

10

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

14

11
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

15

16

17

18

5
FBYC – Kids
afternoon Flag room

12
Christmas Potluck

19

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

20

21

22

23

24

25
Christmas

27

28

29

30

31

26

January 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

3

4

5

6

7

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

10

11

8

9

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

12

13

14

15

16

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
PARA -Flag Room
8:30 – 4:30

24/31

25

26

27

28

29

30

