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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the September 2021 issue of Sailpast!
As I sit down to complete this month’s newsletter, I can’t believe we’re into the final
stretch of the 2021 sailing season. Though challenged with weeds this year, we’ve
been blessed with manageable water levels and good weather, for the most part.

There have been a few cruises, and a number of members that enjoyed extended
holidays on the water!

It is the set of the
sails, not the
direction of the
wind that
determines
which way we
will go.

In this issue, you can catch up on Louie and Sophia’s ‘odyssey’ as they are making
excellent progress through the Maritimes. Having rounded the Gaspe peninsula and
traversed the Canso causeway, they are almost to Halifax, and hoping for an oppor-

Jim Rohn

tunity to reach Bermuda.
You’ll also enjoy Annette’s update on her and Jeff’s enjoyable cruise through the
Trent system on Gracie.
A reminder that our Annual General Meeting is coming up on Monday, September
27, 2021. We will be voting on our Board and Committee Chair positions for 2021

In This Issue
Commodore’s Corner
Mark Chin

season. The meeting will be conducted on Zoom—watch your emails for more infor-

Vice Commodore Report

mation as we get closer.

Annette Reesor

Lastly, though you’re likely still focused on enjoying every good sailing opportunity,

Harbour Update
Glen Dickson

be sure to set up your haul-out date if you haven’t already.

Cruise Report

Keep the articles and ideas coming—I’m always appreciative of interesting infor-

John Redman

mation to share with everyone!
Until next time,

The Odyssey of Iliad II
Louie & Sophia

Cruising the Trent-Severn
Annette Reesor

Good Sailing!

This Month’s Winner Photo Contest
The Rigging Shoppe

Mike Rennie

Water Level Update
International Lake Ontario-St.
Lawrence River Board

SAILPAST

September 2021 Issue

Publisher

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club

Editor

Mike Rennie

Board of Directors

Commodore (Flag Officer)

Mark Chin

Vice Commodore (Flag Officer)

Annette Reesor

Vice Commodore Facilities (Flag Officer)

Chris Smith

Rear Commodore Fleet (Flag Officer)

Chris Viscount

Rear Commodore Jr Sail (Flag Officer)

Karen May-Kim

Rear Commodore Harbour (Flag Officer)

Glen Dickson

Secretary

Mike Rennie

Treasurer

Hovik Mokhtarian

Immediate Past Commodore

Sam Cummings

Power Boat/Cruise Committee

John Redman

House Committee

Stuart Robinson

Boat Committee (Fleur de Lis)

Andrew Barkhouse

Entertainment Committee

Mary Humphrys

Grounds Committee

Denis Carrier

Membership Committee

Jeff Blundell

Public Relations Committee

Ed Fulton

Sailing School Director

Aaron Coholan

Webmaster

Doug Welch

Club Steward

Sabrina Castle

Committee Chairs

Appointed Positions

All rights reserved. No parts of this work may be reproduced in any form or by any means - graphic, electronic,
or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping,
or information storage and retrieval systems - without the
written permission of the publisher. Products that are referred to in this document may be either trademarks and/
or registered trademarks of the respective owners. The
publisher and the author make no claim to these trademarks. While every precaution has been taken in the
preparation of this document, the publisher and the author
assume no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for
damages resulting from the use of information contained
in this document or from the use of programs and source
code that may accompany it. In no event shall the publisher and the author be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial damage caused or alleged to have been
caused directly or indirectly by this document.
Published: September 2021 in Pickering, Ontario

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

Advertising Rates
Annual Rate (12 Monthly Issues):
¼ Page - $ 95.58
½ Page - $155.30
Full Page - $ 215.05
Single Issue Rate:
¼ Page - $ 25.00
½ Page - $ 40.00
Full Page - $ 55.00
Twin Pack (2 months of your choice):
¼ Page - $ 35.00
½ Page - $ 55.00
Full Page - $ 75.00
Contact the Editor for graphic and content requirements. (sailpast@fbyc.ca)

September 2021

2

SAILPAST

September 2021 Issue

‘Commodore’s Corner’
Mark Chin
September 2021

Hope that everyone had a fabulous summer and continue to enjoy what’s left of it in the next few weeks
before haul out. We still managed to get a few cruises in and by all accounts all went well. We also got
some races in, including an overnight race to mark T2 and back.
Water level is the same as it was at the beginning of the season but is starting to recede.
Considering we are still in midst of a pandemic we are still doing great. To date only a handful of members were infected with COVID and all have fully recovered. Please continue to stay safe and remain
healthy.
For those who have not completed their work hours their will be opportunities in the coming weeks to
complete your work hours if you are able.
The Club is for you to enjoy so please enjoy responsibly so that we remain safe and healthy for the remainder of the season.
Please stay safe, stay healthy and enjoy the rest of your summer.

Mark Chin
Commodore 2021
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Report
Annette Reesor
It's hard to believe that we will soon be wrapping up the 2021
sailing season. Although I have not done so yet, the thought of
haul out dates, and the work involved has crossed my mind,
especially since this will be our first time putting Mystic I to
bed. Every boat has their own little quirks, and we will soon have the chance to learn how easy or difficult it will be to de-mast a CS Merlin. If you are like us, it's a little intimidating the first time, so make sure
that you have enough help. There are lots of experienced folks around who can answer questions, do not
mind lending a hand, or can offer advice on how to get your mast down safely.
Work hours: there is an updated list of recorded work hours for 2021 on the website. Please check your
status while there are work bees and opportunities to complete your work hours before the season
ends. (Remembering that incomplete work hours will be billed at the end of the year)
Unlike the upcoming federal election, our club election, which will be Monday September 27th, is much
simpler, and at present, there are not any competing contenders for the various positions. But it's not too
late! If you have a desire, or know of someone that would be willing to fill any of the vacancies, or would
like to nominate someone, please speak to our nominating committee (past commodore Sam Cummings),
or at least to the person you wish to nominate.
I'm really grateful that we have been able to make use of our boats, and be around the club during this
pandemic. I'm grateful that most of us are double vaccinated. We ran a season of racing, the bar was
open, the sailing school had another successful year, and in many ways, it could appear as though 'it's business as usual' at the club. The board and committee chairs still meet monthly, and lots of work gets
done. But there is something missing!! For me it's the many social things that build this community of
boaters: the burgers after race night (maybe that's why we didn't get out much), the Friday night dinners,
the yoga classes, regatta, a proper sailpast party, year end banquet ..... all special events that bring us together, where we get to know each other better and expand our circle of friends. I really look forward to
the day when we can do all of this stuff again. Maybe in 2022...? Let's hope. I'll cook the first Friday night
dinner!!

Annette
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Harbour Report
RC Harbour - Glen Dickson
Steve Richardson has the dredge almost ready to go, and I’m hoping that next
week heel start dredging the channel to give us some added depth. It will also clear
those weeds out of the channel up to our service dock. Hopefully this will buy some
much valued time in the water.
Please keep your eyes on the water levels outside of the channel. Those weeds are
awful. We hope to have an expanded plan in place for next season.

Cruise Report - John Redman
We had a number of visitors this summer using our Website sign up system. Hopefully that number will increase next
year and we will be able to return to a sale/power in reciprocal visitor policy. We had three reciprocal cruises this year.
They were down a bit in participation but those in attendance enjoyed themselves.
The first cruise was on the August long weekend to ABYC with 9 participants from each club. Our second, to BPYC was
primarily for members who had either never been on a club cruise or could not remember the last one. Again everyone
had a good time. Our third cruise to LYC was different, as we sent 8 boats west but none came east due to depth concerns. Many of their cruises have boats which draw 6 ½ feet of water. As usual our members had a great time.
Planning for next year is underway and we look forward to a more normal environment.

Photo Credit: Isaac Steiner
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The Odyssey of Iliad II
Thanks to the wonders of technology (Garmin Inreach tracker) we have been able to follow Louie, Sophia and Colin as
they make their way towards Halifax, and beyond. They have made excellent progress since departing right on schedule, August 23rd at 10:00 am. Fellow members were on hand to bid them farewell at the dock, and as they left the
channel. As of Sailpast press time, they have reached Halifax, having traversed the St. Lawrence Seaway, rounded
Gaspe and made brief stops in New Brunswick, PEI and Cape Breton.
Together, the crew has done a great job of choosing weather windows for travel, and selecting harbours, particularly
in some areas where safe harbours were few and far between, and in some cases were getting ready to close for the
season.
They were fortunate to meet up with a few of our FBYC Members along the way, who happened to be vacationing in
New Brunswick.
Aside from one malfunctioning solar panel (which will be replaced once they reach Halifax), their extensive preparation has paid off, and all systems are functioning well. We wish them continued success and safe travels as they enjoy
their adventure!
Follow their adventure in future issues of Sailpast!
Mike

Credit: Bob Hess

Credit: Hovik Mokhtarian

Credit: Mike Rennie

Tadoussac

Matane

Matane

Matane
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Cruising the Trent-Severn to Georgian Bay—Annette Reesor
Some of you will remember the beautiful little green tug that Andrew &Deanna Barkhouse used to have on A dock. She
was a real cutie! And some of you might wonder what ever happened to that
little tug.
Three years ago, Jeff and his siblings purchased the boat and shipped her
up to the Trent-Severn waterway. She has a nice slip, 5 locks this side of
Lake Simcoe, at a sleepy little marina named Sunset Cove. Last fall,
Andrew B, Stuart R and Mark C, delivered the boat, now called Gracie I to
Peterborough, so that Bob H could do a little remodelling project to the
interior over the winter. The guys had a great trip, and Bob did such a
marvelous job on the conversion of a single bench, to a two seater booth,
that it's hard to tell it was not original!
This September, Jeff & I took advantage of some time off to go explore Lake
Simcoe and beyond. We were not sure how far we would get, but really hoped
to see Georgian Bay. We left Sunset Cove later than we planned Saturday
afternoon, not really knowing how long the 5 locks would take to get us to
the entrance of Lake Simcoe. The first friendly lock master asked us where
we hoped to get to at 4:30 that evening, and of course we naively said, we
were aiming for the bottom of Gamebridge - lock 41. They warned us that it
was not too likely that we would make it, and that there are some nice
spots in between where we can tie up for the night, so we were not
concerned, but decided to push on and try nonetheless.
Remarkably, we did make it all the way to Gamebridge that evening, just in
time to get comfortable on the wall, go for a walk and then BBQ some
dinner. We wanted to have an early start for Lake Simcoe, since the wind
and waves can build, and we figured early morning was our best window of
opportunity for this 2 hour passage across to Orillia. (Although Gracie is
a power boat, she still only goes 6.5 knots, so we're not getting anywhere
too fast.) The trip was uneventful, but we were glad that we were able to
get going early, and not caught waiting for a lock to open.
We fuelled up at Orillia, since diesel is less common along the way, and
continued on through Couchiching and Sparrow Lakes. It was a very pretty
run, and not very busy boat traffic. By Monday night, we had made it
through Locks 42, 43, 44 (Big
Chute - that's a crazy engineering feat), and to the bottom of
Lock 45 at Port Severn since
we wanted to get an early start
for the 'bigger water' the next
day.
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For those of you who remember Keego II, (FBYC members who moved up to
Penetanguishene) we had reached out earlier to see if Peter & Gabriella
would have any recommendations of 'must do' spots. They suggested we head
to Beausoleil Island, which is a national park, and told us to drop an
anchor at Chimney Bay, where they would meet us later Monday afternoon. It
was really nice to see Peter & Gabriella (&Charlie). This was our first
anchoring experience with Gracie, and it was nice to be with friends for
that event. (Bruce anchor set very well first try)
The next day we followed Keego for about 5-7 miles to Bone Island, where we
got our two boats tucked into a protected basin. We swam, had dinner
together and played games on Keego. It was really nice!! By now, we were
feeling more comfortable navigating with Gracie's chart plotter, Navionics
on my device, plus the Ports Book. There is a small craft channel marked
out, and if you pay attention, navigating is not a problem. We felt ready
to explore confidently! We parted ways, and continued north bound.
Ideally, one could have chosen to just stay put, and enjoy the anchorage.
But the air temperature dropped significantly since our departure, and
although the water was warm, I could hardly bring myself to wear shorts,
nevermind a swimsuit. So we decided to focus on exploring, and since we
did not bring our dinghy (duh!!), we were left to explore with Gracie.
The landscape is beautiful in this region - the windswept white pines, and
trees growing out of bold rocks is breathtaking - think Group of Seven in
real life. The nights are so dark! We had one anchorage where we got up
in the night to check our location, and were absolutely amazed at the show
of stars. We actually got dressed and went up on Gracie's rooftop with
blankets to stargaze. I've never seen the Milkyway look so vivid, and
wished that I could have captured it with a camera, but that's not possible
with an iphone, or on a 'moving' boat.
On our way up to Parry Sound, we found a nice little spot (not mentioned in
Ports) where we dropped anchor for lunch. (It would be a perfect overnight
anchorage as well, but we wanted to keep moving) We BBQ'd and enjoyed the
beautiful sunny day on the back deck, but realized we needed warmer clothes
than what we had packed. (Good excuse to go buy some hoodies at the next
gift shop.)
We did find a few Government docks where we were able to tie up and go
explore various park lands. It was great to hike and see the landscape
from another perspective.

We made it as far north as Killbear, where we stayed at the marina for the night,
refuelled and did a pump out along with some basic reprovisioning. (it really
feels remote when you're buying food - best to stock up before heading out) Not wanting to back track, we headed outside to work our way back south, but soon decided that unless we are hitting the waves straight on, it's not much fun.

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

September 2021

8

SAILPAST

September 2021 Issue

Even though I tried to stow things well, stuff did fly around whenever a big-ass Carver or Sundancer went zooming by,
paying no respect for the wake they were creating. Between the wakes, and the waves, we decided to tuck in and back
track. (things look different from the other way)
Our pattern for the next few days developed into the following: get up and have
coffee - head out, find a nice spot to anchor for an early lunch, probably have
coffee again, head out, take dozens of pictures of trees, rocks, loons, sparkling
water, spectacular clouds, find an anchorage for the night, 'Miller time', cook
dinner, enjoy and repeat.
We went up to Port Rawson Bay, and met some of Jeff's fishing buddies who
were fishing for the weekend in the next bay over. They left us in this
anchorage, where although we held perfectly, the anchor alarm was set too
short, and kept going off, with the most rude alarm. We woke up so many
times - worst night.
*Gracie rescued* a capsized canoe and it's passengers on our way to Good
Harbour - ironically, had not planned to go that direction, so it kind of
felt like we were supposed to be there. The couple had left on the lee
side of the island, and were overturned when the current/wind took them to
the windward side, in pretty big waves.

*Big Chute* - worth doing twice (up & down) but it feels so wrong to haul
the boat out, and not clean the bottom. If you are looking for a day trip,
it would be worth the drive to Big Chute to just observe, but be sure to go
on a weekend, when there is enough boat traffic, otherwise you may be
waiting and there is not much else to do there, if the ice cream shop is
not open.
We were watching the weather, as were many that week, and were happy to be
tied up alongside at the bottom of lock 42 for the night. Although there
were tornado warnings, we were very protected, and could hardly even sense
the stormy weather going by. Once again, we wanted to get an early start for
our crossing of Lake Simcoe, since this day presented the best window of opportunity. Gracie did just fine, but we were glad to be able to 'work with the
waves', and not go too far out of our way by doing so. (just threw in a tack or
two, and it made for a much more enjoyable passage)
We were amazed at how long it took for us to get through the last 5 locks,
back to Sunset Cove on our return, and it impressed upon us that we were
really lucky on that Saturday evening two weeks prior, (when we left at
4:30) to make it to Gamebridge. We had luck on our side.
Someone once said to me, that if you go to Georgian Bay, you'll never
return - it's just that beautiful! Part of our exploration was to see if
we could find a potential spot for Gracie next season, and allow the rest
of our family to explore Georgian. Although we do have our name on a couple
of waiting lists, I feel like our home at Sunset Cove is a good spot for Gracie. It
makes the boat more about relaxing, than exploring. One doesn't have to watch
the weather so much and concern oneself with bigger waters. Gracie is perfect
for the Trent Severn, and the Rideau. * Mystic* on the other hand, would be very
comfortable to sail across those bigger bodies of water, across Georgian Bay, up to the North Channel......
Maybe one day… Stay tuned.
© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Thanks to everyone who helped spread the topsoil and grass
seed as well as future watering. Thanks also to everyone
weeding the property!
Denis Carrier
Grounds Committee Chair

Photo Credit: Denis Carrier
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Send in your pics to enter the contest each month of 2021! Great chance to win!

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

September 2021

11

SAILPAST

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

September 2021 Issue

September 2021

12

SAILPAST

September 2021 Issue

Contact Us
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4
Contact Sailpast Editor at
(sailpast@fbyc.ca)
Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on
the web at www.fbyc.ca

Water Level Summary for Week Ending 15 September, 2021
The average Lake Ontario outflow is expected to be 7910 m³/s (279,300 cfs) for the upcoming week, which is the
amount specified by the regulation plan. The actual flow during the week may vary depending on conditions in the St.
Lawrence River.
Week Ending: Wed, 15 Sep., 2021

Average this time of the year

Actual end of week level:

74.79 m (245.37 ft)

74.75 m (245.24 ft)

Computed Plan 2014 Level

74.75 m (245.24 ft)

Computed Preproject Level

75.50 m (247.70 ft)

Lake Ontario -

Weekly Mean Outflow:

7940 m³/s (280400 cfs)

7600 m³/s (268400 cfs)

Weekly Total Supply:

7280 m³/s (257100 cfs)

6410 m³/s (226400 cfs)

Lake St. Lawrence at Long Sault Dam Weekly
Mean Level:

73.01 m (239.53 ft)

73.19 m (240.12 ft)

Lake St. Louis at Pointe-Claire Weekly Mean
Level:

21.14 m (69.36 ft)

21.17 m (69.46 ft)

Montreal Harbour at Jetty #1 Weekly Mean Level:

5.92 m (19.42 ft)

6.22 m (20.41 ft)

Ottawa River at Carillon Weekly Mean Outflow:

720 m³/s (25400 cfs)

1120 m³/s (39600 cfs)

7910 m³/s (279300 cfs)

7570 m³/s (267300 cfs)

Preliminary Lake Ontario Outflow for Week
Ending Fri, 20 Aug 2021:
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