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Happy kids, Alex, Liane, Rebecca and Ryan Blundel having fun on the breakwater boat
during the recent FBYC cruise to idyllic environs of the Queen City Yacht Club.

Commodore’s Report, Erick Magi

defibrillator, our upstairs bar fridge, the big bbq,
and many other items that would suddenly be
required and catch the club short of funds.
Recently, the junior club has picked up our
fundraising flag as they were in need of a cash
infusion, and it has been marvelous for them.
However, fundraising shouldn‟t be a function of just
the Sailing School, and our senior club hasn‟t
benefitted in any way, nor has it contributed in any
way. And this is simply due to a lack of anyone
willing to step in and help.
So, we‟re asking for help. Please, if you think you
could organize some fundraising events, and have a
few club friends that can help, reach out to me or
anyone else on the board to express interest. Your
assistance and time is very much needed.

There is no report this month

Vice Commodore’s Report
Glenn Dickson

Also, regarding our dockside wifi, I‟ve heard your
pleas! I‟m happy to report that we will be
proceeding with an upgrade of the outdoor wifi
network. Recently I‟ve met with Al Davis from
Fairport Yacht Club. Al owns ACS Computer
Solutions, and he also architected the outdoor
network at Fairport. In case you haven‟t noticed,
when you are on your boat, and scan for wireless
networks, you will see good reception coming from
our friends at Fairport clear across the bay!
I‟ll be getting started on that project within the next
few weeks, but I‟m sure everyone realizes we won‟t
get much use out of it this season. For next year
though, we should be noticing far better service on
the docks.

I am making an impassioned plea for help next year.
We very much need someone to take the lead and
manage fundraising for FBYC This would be a
small unofficial committee that would arrange
things like the Friday night BBQ‟s, possibly
bringing back our annual yard sales, bake sales and
auctions, and coming up with new ideas to raise
funds for the club.
For many years, First Mates were lifesavers for
FBYC. They held fundraising activities that
ultimately resulted in the donation of the

On a final note, I want to thank everyone in this
club for their efforts in bringing in new members. It
was just a couple of years ago that we were facing a
very low number of members, and for a club as
small as FBYC, a loss of 7 or 8 members in a year
can be huge without strong recruitment numbers.
Sam and his team this year, John Redman and Tony
Villani and their people in the years prior, along
with numerous members who have talked up our
club with friends, the efforts of Bob Hickson and
Tom Wood with our Keelboat program, our Jr. Sail
committees who pushed ahead with Get Out On The
Water, an INCREDIBLY successful day. The
efforts of Steve Tutty, Alan Macdonald and our
Commodore to rebuild the patio and refresh the
grounds, playground, tables and fencing, making

things more attractive to new members. All of you,
stepped it up and caused a swell in our ranks in a
very short period of time. Thank you.
Now we‟re faced with a crunch on slips. We‟ll take
that problem any day. Speaking of slips (nice
Segway, huh?), this run on numbers has caused
Membership and our Harbour Master some grief
over the last few weeks.
We have new members applying on what now
seems to be a regular basis. However, big boat slips
. We have new members applying on what now
seems to be a regular basis. However, big boat slips
are very hard to come by, and few new applicants
seem to be coming to the club with sub 30 foot
vessels. It’s become pretty evident that we may
shortly be facing the dreaded and long avoided
‘dock realignment’. I think it’s likely that over the
winter we may have to take a look at moving a
handful of boats around to slips more aligned with
the size of the boat that occupies it, and try to free
up a few larger slips.
We may move a few, we may move none, and we
certainly don‟t want to be moving many. We realize
many of you have been in those slips for a long
time, and be sure we‟ll try to discuss arrangements
first with you, but we all know the rules. None of us
That‟s it for now. Enjoy the final month of summer,
and let‟s stretch this fall season farther than ever if
the water levels hold.
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own our slips. However, we also realize our
members build relationships with their boat
neighbours, and we‟re not without heart. So for
now, it‟s just a thought, and maybe nothing will
happen, but I want to forewarn our members so it‟s
not a shock if you start to hear rumblings. We‟ll see
how many members we lose over the winter, and
more importantly, which slips become available.
Perhaps that will alleviate the problem for another
year. Again, it‟s a better problem than the reverse.
Water levels are still high, the bay seems to be
flushing well as can be seen by the fact I have to
keep moving the outer channel marks back into
position, and that seems to have helped return our
water to its typical murky state, and that leads to the
weeds staying down. For those of you who haven‟t
heard, the company that was providing the weevils
that were introduced to the bay to eat the Eurasian
Milfoil weeds has gone out of business, leaving us
looking for alternative solutions if and when they
show themselves again.
That‟s it for now. Enjoy the final month of summer,
and let‟s stretch this fall season farther than ever if
the water levels hold.

Junior Sail report, August 2015
Andrea Zeeb

4th session has started, and it is FULL! Next week
we get 8 more kids for the morning, from Camp
Riverwood at Petticoat Creek. And then that‟s it for
another season. We‟ve had a great summer so far,
and you can see how much fun the kids are having
by looking at the pics on facebook. Our annual

BBQ for Sailing School is planned for August 20. If
you had/have kids in Sailing School, please
consider attending this really fun evening, looking
back at the summer, with fun awards and
recognition of achievement for the kids.
BBQ on Wednesday night will continue until the
end of this series of Wed. night races. Thank you all
for your continued support and the great turnout to
Friday night dinners. I am blessed to have a
daughter that enjoys cooking and who has agreed to
cook several dinners for you, to excellent reviews.
The Jr. Club appreciates all the support and we are
looking forward to a few more Friday night dinners
before we are done for the year.

Junior Sailors excelled at the Sarnia Sailfest
Alec Magi placed First at Sarnia Sailfest in Laser
Radial. Ian Doell, who sailed Opti at the club,
placed 4th. WOW. And the Hastings boys, who
remain at the club, training with Connor McNeil,
placed 8th in the 420 fleet. Well done boys!

We are looking to make some changes in
responsibilities for Jr. Sail. We need a mechanic, or
mechanics who can help with the motors. This is
one of the tasks that requires some mechanical
ability as well as availability. When the motors are
giving the instructors problems, we‟d like to call
upon someone who might already be at the club to
help out. If you have time in the summer, and are
usually at the club, and have the ability to help,
please reach out to me.
Again, thanks to all of you who help Karl and I
keep the sailing school in good condition and good
standing. We can‟t do it without you!

Cruising Notes
Mike Brajac

A great time was had by all at the Commodore‟s
Cruise to ABYC on July 25/26. We were fortunate
to be able to get to ABYC on a Jazz Festival
weekend. Many wandered over to Queen Street
after dinner to enjoy the music. Thanks to Bob
Hickson for organizing the scavenger hunt which
added to the fun of the cruise. Although the wind
was missing in action, it seemed everybody enjoyed
being a power boater for the return trip on a
beautiful day. Also a special thank you to Michele
Stratton, Peter Campbell, and Phil Plumb for
stepping in and helping all of our ABYC visitors
dock safely.
On the heels of ABYC leaving, DYC came in for a
Monday/Tuesday stayover as part of their annual
long distance cruise to various clubs around the
lake. Thanks to Tony Villani and Andrew
Barkhouse who were at the club during the arrivals
and assisted our visitors.
Thank you also to Jeff Blundell who took on
organizing the first annual “Kid‟s Cruise”. From
what I heard, the kids and the young at heart all had
a fun time.

I have noticed some members monitoring Channel
68 and responding to visitor inquiries while

puttering around on their boats prior to the Duty
Officer start time. We are indeed blessed with a
membership that does strive to make FBYC the
“friendliest club on the lake”.
One of the most noticeable changes for me since the
channel entrance has been completed are the boats
at the docks. Previously, in the middle of summer,
it wasn‟t unusual to see empty docks while
members are away cruising. Now, members still go
away, but the spaces are quickly filled up with
visitors. If you come back early from a trip, you
may end up having to go a temporary slip.
Speaking of cruise trips, why not submit a story to
Sailpast with some pictures of your cruise if you
have taken one this summer. It may encourage
others to venture a little farther away than Toronto
Islands.

Kid’s Kruise
Jeff Blundell

This August Long Weekend was our first annual
“Kid‟s Kruise.” A dozen boats headed down to
QCYC for some fun on the island. No matter what
your age, cruising is about discovering new ports
and making new friends. Alex, Liane, Rebecca and
Ryan did plenty of both… on the boats, on the
beach and on the swings under the trees. We‟re
already looking forward to next year. Hope to see
you then.

Here is the cruise calendar for the remainder of the
year:
Sept 5-7 LSYC—Reciprocal Cruise—Labour Day
Weekend—Somewhat Near Air Show-Sept 12 Raft-Up—in the Bay
Sept 26/27 BPYC—Reciprocal Cruise
The menacing sky preceding the heavy squall the
Sunday evening of August 2. Photo by Alan May

Bar News
Taylor Robinson

your enthusiasm in the bar area. If I can help you in
any way just email me or call my name. I am
always around!
Although summer is not over, it is a time to think of
your upcoming Christmas parties or personal
events you would like to celebrate. Our rooms offer
a unique tone for your events and the costs are
reasonable for our members. You could be the hair
of your own party as not a lot of people have the
chance to celebrate at a yacht club! Email me for
further info or stop by the bar! In the meantime,
enjoy the rest of your summer!

Our summer has been fun at the club! Friday night
dinners are again a success and we appreciate all

Cruising Lake Ontario - Living a dream!
Annette Reesor
In 2003, we were invited to sail with family on Vancouver Island
for a couple weeks. We had never stepped foot on a sailboat,
but were thrilled to have the opportunity for a new adventure. A
few years later, we were invited back, only this time in Hawaii,
so of course we went... who wouldn‟t ?! Though the Hawaii trip
was incredible, it also left us with a sense that sailing was
beyond our reach, as there was so much to learn, and sail
boats were too expensive. We never imagined that we would
be sailing on Lake Ontario. It wasn‟t until February 2009, when
I
went on a cruise with my sister, and we did a sailing excursion in St Thomas: class race aboard a Farr 40. We
had such a blast!!! I came home from that vacation, and stated to Jeff, that I was going to take sailing lessons,
so that we could buy a sailboat. Here we are, nicely into our 7th sailing season, and we absolutely love it.
One of the things we love about sailing is all the great people that we have met, and the new friendships that
we‟ve made. Sailing is fun, but it‟s even more fun with friends! So when we were booking summer vacation,
we extended the invitation to a few other boats, to see if they might like to sail along. Our plan was to cross
over to Wilson or Olcott, and then casually make our way towards the east end of the lake over two weeks,
with a full moon on the last weekend, just in case we needed to do an
overnight or long passage back home.
On the Saturday morning that Santana, Celtic Knot and Ohana set out,
there was fog around the bay, but it dissipated a few miles out, and the
three boats had a great sail across to Wilson, New York. The Boat
House restaurant proved to be a great place to kick off vacation time,
with live music and delicious food. The next day, after exploring town,

(aka buying beer & other important provisions) sampling American ice cream, swimming and dinghy races,
Oasis joined us, and we had a potluck meal together on the patio of the charming WYC.
The following morning, Santana headed west solo, while the other boats went east to meet up with Keego II at
Point Breeze. (Good to know: though there is some concern about bridge clearance at Point Breeze, Oasis 34 Catalina, did not have any trouble passing underneath and was
able to get to Oak Orchard Yacht Club) From there the „flotilla‟ went
on to Rochester (RYC), with north/west winds, and fair size swells we hit 8.5 knots with jib alone. Aside from a grumpy harbour master,
and a very unfortunate injury, our stay at was enjoyable. (RYC
actually makes their own ice cream!! Do try the Bailey‟s flavour!!)
Keego and Celtic Knot were anxious to get to Sodus Bay, so they left
a day ahead of us. Ohana launched the dinghy and explored the
Genesee River, where there is a very impressive board walk that
seems to go on for miles. Very pretty. Later Oasis and Ohana took
in another round of ice cream, another race night at the club and
another beautiful sunset from the upper deck of RYC.

Sodus Bay could be a destination all on its own. Ohana did not do it justice, but it did make for a great stop
over. We arrived in good time, so were able to explore town,
find some provisions, test the local ice cream, and have dinner
at SBYC (go for the burger, skip the taco salad) .
The next morning, Celtic Knot, Keego II and Ohana set out, to
cross the lake to Waupoos in a favourable weather window.
Conditions were perfect. We had a nice west breeze, waves
less than a half meter and lots of sunshine. It was an
uneventful 49 mile crossing, made in good company. At one
point, we noticed a freighter coming from the east that would
intersect our fleet. Since we purchased a new VHF radio from
Nat‟s this spring (which is now on sale), we decided to try out
it‟s features, and call the ship directly with the DSC/AIS
information we received. Of course the ship was already aware of us, and we were not on a collision course,
but it was good to know that this technology actually works. Coincidentally, once we crossed the wake of that
ship, the waves started to pick up, and by the time we reached the point to tack around the point towards
Waupoos, the winds were howling.
Keego, being the fastest, arrived first, so her skipper was able to help catch Ohana, and Celtic Knot at the
docks of Waupoos Marina. If you‟ve never been there, the water is incredibly clear, the setting lovely, but the
facilities have a leftover flower-child sort of „charm‟. (bit of an odd spot, may be better to anchor, in my opinion)
Our flotilla had a parting dockside BBQ potluck, then games and drinks on Keego till the wee hours.
Ohana left the following morning to pick up family members in Kingston, who would join us for a few days. We
motored most of the way, as the wind was right on our nose, and the sky looked dark and stormy. We were
welcomed at Kingston Yacht Club by very friendly young staff. It was good to stretch our legs and explore the
old downtown. There are lots of good restaurant options minutes from the club. I personally love looking at
the old limestone buildings in Kingston.

The next morning, the four of us left for Gananoque. Being Sunday, there were lots of boaters, especially fast
power boats, so we did not to attempt to tack our way up the Bateau Channel. By the time we reached
Gananoque, it was really busy, and the marina was full. We had not discussed plan „B‟, so with the chaos of
all the boats, decided to take a breather on the public dock - big mistake. The wakes from all the power boats
zooming by, created so much turbulence and pressure, Ohana‟s
fenders were being squeezed against the wall despite attempt to
hold her off. Plan “C” kicked into gear, and we left without any
additional provisions, to find a place to anchor. I had received an
email from Pearl the day before, so sent her an email requesting
advice as to where a couple newbies should anchor. Within a
short time, Pearl responded, with an invitation to join them, as their
anchorage was empty. Okay, sure! Brent, Barb, Aubrey &
Graydon were very hospitable, and assisted us with our anchorage
(first time outside of Frenchman‟s Bay). We swam, exchanged
stories, explored the island, and some even cliff jumped! We had
an awesome time!
We toured our way thru the Islands, back over to Bateau Channel, and found a slip at Trident Yacht Club, to
visit friends that live nearby, then needed to get back to Kinston, so that Sarah & Isaac could drive back for
work. Jeff & I had a relaxing day in the city, and left in good time the following morning for a fantastic sail to
Picton. (we noticed that Wednesday night racing is improving our cruising skills - passed other cruisers
enroute to PEYC) Picton‟s downtown is fun to explore. There are several good eating options, but our favorite
is Miss Lily‟s Cafe. They make a great Americano, and serve great pastries! There are lots of shops, and we
were lucky enough to be there for the Annual Arts & Craft Sale: a major event at the fairgrounds, and worth
putting on your calendar for next year, by boat or car.
From Picton, we sailed to Belleville, where we coincidentally met up with some cruisers from Oakville that we
first met two years ago. What are the chances! And just like
two years ago, we also had a storm pass through. Our hope was to make it to Cobourg the following day, but
the lingering winds from that storm, took us back to Brighton after attempting to to leave Presqu‟il Bay. The
swells/waves were big enough to swallow up Ohana, and the 15-24 knot winds were coming right out of the
west. In Brighton, we met some really friendly cruisers from Montreal, and Whitby, with whom we shared
drinks and stories. It was a great way to distract us from the blowing wind, and impending feeling of doom, as
we realized there was storm on the way and a pretty small window of opportunity to safely cover the distance
to home. After studying our weather and wind apps, we we decided to leave at 0300 hrs, under a nearly full
moon, and calm water. It was a beautiful motor to Cobourg, where we refueled.
Our motoring west, was less pleasant, as there was still no wind, and a building swell that sort of made one
nauseous.
We had arranged to slip in to Newcastle (still open, contrary to
some rumours), to pick up two friends. Once back out of the
small but navigable channel, we realized the wind had arrived,
and we raised both sails. The sun was bright, and the sky
relatively clear, making us wonder if the forecasted storm was
wrong, but by the time we were passing Oshawa, we knew it
was going to be close. The wind and waves were building, and
the sky was getting darker. Just south of the power plant, we
started getting phone calls from concerned family members,
notifying us of the squalls that had hit on land, and politely

suggesting that they hoped we did not have sails up. Thankfully we had just furled the genoa, and were
getting ready to drop the main. As we motored towards the channel, the ridge of clouds coming from the
northwest, were spectacular. Ohana made it safely back to her slip, and we were thankful for the many hands
that help to catch her, just before the wind and rain hit.
What a trip! We slept in the V-berth 15 nights, travelled about 400
nautical miles, and sailed for at least 300 of them… had fun with
friends, met friendly people, explored new ports, enjoyed good
weather, great food, lots of R&R, and our Great Lake (or inland sea).
Awesome! Talk to us, if you want to sail along next year.

Photos From the Commodore’s Cruise to
Ashbridges Bay Yacht Club
Fred Wolfel

Photos From the Commodore’s Cruise to
Ashbridges Bay Yacht
David Wysocki
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Fire Services Exercises at FBYC
Photos by Fred Wolfel
On Friday morning, July 31, the Pickering Fire
Services, together with Para and the Life Saving
Society ( as far as I know), held a Water- rescue
Training Exercise at FBYC. The equipment
demonstrated is usually used for ice rescues. The
event was covered by CTV news and broadcast live
on the 12 O'clock news,-

FBYC Calendar of Events

August 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
QCYC Cruise –
Kids Cruise

2
QCYC Cruise –
Kids Cruise

3

9
FBYC – Regatta
TELDS Bluffers

4

QCYC Cruise –
Kids Cruise

10

11

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

16

5

12

18

24

19

25

26

15
Loshers #4

21
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio/fri pm dinner

27
Single Hand
Series #2

8
FBYC – Regatta
Bluffers - Regatta

14

20
Single Hand
Series #1

Summer II
Series # 5

30

13

Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio/fri pm dinner

Summer II
Series # 4

Pursuit Race

7
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio/fri pm dinner

Summer II
Series # 3

17

23

6

Summer II
Series # 2

22
Family Corn roast
and Social

28

29

Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio/fri pm dinner

31

September 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Summer II
Series # 5

6
LSYC
Reciprocal
Cruise

7

8

13

20

3
Single Hand
Series #3

9

LSYC
Reciprocal
Cruise

Fall Series # 1 &
#2

Fri

14

15

10

16

21

17

22

23

27

28

Fall Series # 5 &
#6
Bluffers Park
Cruise

General Meeting
/ Elections

29

30

12
TELDS WYC 100
RAFT UP / Carnival

18
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

24
Single Hand
Series #6

5
LSYC Reciprocal
Cruise

11
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio
TELDS WYC 100

Single Hand
Series #5

Fall Series # 3 &
#4
Loshers # 6

4
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

Single Hand
Series #4

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

Sat

25
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

19
Loshers # 5

26
TELDS ABYC LD
Bluffers Park Cruise

October 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

3

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

4
Fall Series # 7 &
#8

5

11
Brass Monkey 1

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

30

31

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

12
Thanksgiving

18
Brass Monkey 2

25
Brass Monkey 3

November 2015
Sun

Mon
1

Brass Monkey 4

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

7
Annual Banquet

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

14

21
Awards Night

22

29

23

30
General Meeting
/ Budget

24

25

26

27

28

