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Welcome to the June 2022 issue of Sailpast!

Our annual Sailpast event on Saturday, June 4 was blessed with great weather and
well attended! Many thanks to those who worked so hard to make it a resounding
success! Check out the pictures on our website and the Facebook page, and feel
free to add your own pictures to the archives.
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‘Commodore’s Corner’
Annette Reesor
I know I speak for everyone who was in attendance of our Sailpast
Celebration, when I say a heartfelt thank you to Andrea, and the
Sailpast planning committee. What a fantastic day!! I know everyone really enjoyed themselves. Thanks to everyone who was involved in one way or another and Congratulations FBYC on 60
years!
So it's official - the boating season has begun! We've done our first club cruise, (same day as that horrific
storm), completed the spring series of our Wednesday night racing (at least 2 Wednesdays were without wind), and
the sailing school will kick off shortly. The families of geese will hopefully soon move out to the bay until next
spring. The weeds on land & in the water already need pulling. Our water level is stable. Things are underway for a
great summer.
Wednesday nights are race night, and even if you don't race, it's a fun night to be at the club. I encourage you to sign
up to help with the BBQ, if you're looking for a way to be included in the fun, without going out on a boat. Speaking of
fun, there are a number of upcoming club cruises planned which are a great way to seek a new adventure and get to
know your fellow club members better. Don't be disappointed and miss out - get signed up.
There are many jobs needed around the club, as the season unfolds. Check the job jar on the website and FB page regularly to see how you can pitch in. BTW: our website was updated and refreshed over the winter, so things look a little
different, but everything is still there! Check it out and remember to sign in to the 'member's only' section, to be able
to view such things as our member directory (please ensure your info is correct), our club constitution, bylaws and
house rules (good insomnia or rainy day reading/review even if you're not a new member).
Our next General Meeting will include our election for the next board of directors and committee chairs. I know it feels
early to be talking about this, but it's not. September will roll around much quicker than any of us wish, so please consider how you might contribute and approach Mark Chin, if you're interested in running for a position. You may also
get a shoulder tap, but you don't have to wait to be asked. Check out the photos in the lobby (thanks Bryan Buttigieg)
of all of the directors and committee chairs, to see who you could be working with. There is a wide variety of skill sets
needed in the running of the club, so give some thought as to what
you bring to the table.
It is my pleasure to serve you and the club. Please feel free to reach
out anytime. Meanwhile, enjoy your time at the club and be safe on
the water.

Annette
Commodore Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
905 640 7793
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Notes
Andrea Zeeb
Sailpast, on June 4 was a success. Thank you to all members and guests for making the day special for the Club. It was great to see everyone indoors and out from about 10 am till 11 pm,
sitting, laughing, eating, dancing, etc. It reminded me of the club's pre-Covid days, and it tells me
that we have been missing the friendship and camaraderie that comes with being an FBYC member. Special thanks to Mike Sherban for finding the band, SouthPawz, and to Michelle Stratton,
Lorraine Carrier and Barb Hess who worked tirelessly to ensure a successful event. Other contributors included Stuart, Tina, Laura McNeil, Jan Boychuck, Connie, and everyone who helped with grounds and house
clean up before and on the big day.
One thing I really enjoyed about the day was that, without missing a beat, everyone joined in to sing O Canada. Maybe we
should do that every year? I realize that some of our youngest members have helped with flag raising and lowering for
quite a few years. I don't know when that tradition began, but I think it's a great way to integrate our younger members
into the ceremony- Thanks to Gabriella, Coral, Cooper, Kaia and Dylan for their help. It was very much appreciated.

Bar
We continue to look for a bar tender, and/or anyone who would like to earn volunteer hours for being part of the Bar Committee. We have had a Bar Steward in the past who was bar tender, event organizer, purchaser and inventory control for
the bar. I'd like have one or two members who could look after stocking the bar regularly and work with the bartenders.
The Bar is now open on weekends, as well as Wednesdays and Fridays. Weekend hours are 3-7pm on Saturday and Sunday
starting June 18 through to the end of August. We look forward to seeing you at the club for a beverage.
Work Hours
The work hours have been posted on the bulletin board in the club house. Please regularly check to ensure that you have
been credited for the hours you've put into keeping the club and club activities going. With the 'Job Jar" being resurrected on the website, there will be lots of opportunities to get your work hours in.
Weed Cutting Update
Ian McKimmie will be spearheading the weed harvest and removal. Annette and I have been working with Pickering Harbour Company, Ian, Dragonboat and the City Councillors to define the cut/harvest area to provide some weed free areas
for the sailing school, and other bay recreational programs. We remain hopeful for a more long term solution in the future.
Thanks again to everyone who helped make Sailpast a success. Thank you Commodore!

Andrea
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Facilities
Craig Castle
The Luttmer Family and Ontario Sailing are pleased to invite all FBYC Members to join them in the Bernie Luttmer's Celebration of Sailing.
The date for this special event is Saturday July 23rd 2022, starting at 2pm and running to around 9pm.

There will be live music provided by the Jade Monkeys, a BBQ and Corn Roast, other activities and a
cash bar. Donations are welcome and all proceeds go to Ontario Sailing.

The dinner will be provided by
the Luttmer family at no cost
to participants. To reserve
your dinner tickets, please
RSVP before July 3rd by scanning the QR code or visiting
the Eventbrite link in the attached poster.
Bernie Luttmer had a long history with Frenchman's Bay and
sailing, for more on his life
please see the September
2020 issue of Sailpast.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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‘Around the Marks’
Rear Commodore Fleet - Mike Sherban
Our Racing Program is in full gear and I’m happy to announce we’ve had 15+
boats out on the course every race. Although the wind hasn’t always cooperated we can always count on a burger and drink ashore. A great big
thank you to our Committee Boat Crew and all who have helped out volunteering with the BBQ’s , you have all made a huge difference!!
It’s so refreshing to see all the picnic tables full of smiling and laughing faces.
Like a weekly FBYC family party!! Everyone’s welcome and the more the
merrier!!
Our podium awards have been a great hit and we always award someone
just for coming out. So even if you are not racing, feel free to come out on
a Wednesday
night and join in
the party!

The Regatta countdown has begun and there are
many little tasks that need to be done to make it a
success. If you’ve had past experience with the Regatta and an understanding of what works or more
importantly what doesn’t work please drop me an
email at rcfleet@fbyc.ca
Regards,

Mike Sherban
RC Fleet
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

June 2022

6

SAILPAST

June 2022 Issue

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
Event

Details
Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

Spring Series 1
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Summer Series 1
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race

2022 Race Schedule

June
June
June
July
July
July

15
22
29
06
13
20

July
August
August
August
August
September

27
03
10
17
24
31

September
September
September

11
18
25

October
October
October

02
09
16

May

28

June

18

August

06&07

Sailed on Sundays – 2 races/day
Warning Signal 12:55 pm

Fall Series
#1 & #2
#3 & #4
#5 & #6

Frostbite Series
Race
Race
Race

04
11
18
25
01
08

Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Race
Race
Race

May
May
May
May
June
June
Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Summer Series 2

Date

Sailed on Sundays -2 races/day
Warning Signal 12:55 pm

#1 & #2
#3 & #4
#5 & #6
Special Races

Double Handed
Single Handed
Frenchman’s Bay Regatta

Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am
Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am
Skipper’s Meeting 9:30 am
Warning Signal 10:55 am

Frenchman’s Bay Over Nighter

Warning Signal 6:30 pm

July

09

Pursuit Race

Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am

August

27

Race Registration Night
Awards Night

7:00 pm Start
7:00 pm Start

April
October

22
29

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Sailing School Starts in Just a Few Weeks!
The Junior Sail is geared up for another fun and challenging summer season. Our amazing coaching staff look forward to
welcoming our student sailors, Wetfeet and Old Salts, alike.
We’re expecting a summer of beautiful days out on the water, honing their skills, and enjoying the company of fellow
sailors. We accept students from age 6 and up and our experienced staff is dedicated to providing a safe and enjoyable
experience for everyone.
If you have children, grandchildren, nephews or nieces, friends or neighbours, who might be interested in learning to
sail, or looking to take their skills to the next level, we have something for everyone. We can't wait to see them out on
the water!
There are still some slots left open so head over to https://frenchmansbayyc.checklick.com if you know someone who is
interested!

The Race Team is on its way to Presqu’ile with a
New Look!
The FBYC Junior Race Team will be competing later this month at
Presqu’ile Yacht Club, on June 25th and 26th And they’ll be sporting
a brand new look.

Junior Sail at Sailpast 2022
Just like everyone else at
FBYC, Junior Sail was excited
and delight to be part of Sailpast 2022. It was a fabulous
day and our sailors turned
out in force!
Photo Credit: Jeff Steiner

Learn to Sail Program off to a Great Success
Junior Sail started their Learn to Sail program earlier this month,
which has proven to be quite popular. We have members from FBYC
and PARA participating in a program designed to get our friends and
families out on the water.
Photo Credit: Aaron Coholan

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Entertainment Update
Huw Kerley & Kelly LawsonHuw & Kelly aboard Free Spirit
We’re piloting Friday night dinners, subject to the availability of a volunteer
each week. Interested members will place their orders in advance via a web
form, the volunteer will call in our order, collect members’ cash at the bar,
and pick up the food. The menu, web form and cost will be shared via e mail.
If you are interested in volunteering an easy work hour one Friday between
June 25th and August 28th, e mail entertainment@fbyc.ca so we can build a
roster.

Huw & Kelly aboard Free Spirit

We’re also planning an “FBYC’s Got Talent” (karaoke/open mic) night for
Sep 16th, a euchre night for Oct 21st, and a year-end banquet for Saturday
November 19th. Events will be listed on the website calendar for your reference.

"Sometimes, when I reflect on all the
beer I drink, I feel ashamed. Then I look
into the glass and think about the workers in the brewery and all of their hopes
and dreams. If I did not drink this beer,
they might be out of work and their
dreams would be shattered I think, it is
better to drink this beer & let dreams
come true, than be selfish &
about
my liver.”

If you haven’t noticed yet –
FBYC now has draft beer.
Another reason to visit the
bar on Friday evenings or
weekend afternoons!

Babe Ruth

Mark your calendars for the
annual FBYC ‘raft up’
scheduled for Saturday June
25th 12.30-4pm just off our
local beach in 15ft of water

Send your sociable FBYC photo(s) to: entertainment@fbyc.ca so we can feature them in future editions of Sailpast.

Huw, Kelly and the Entertainment Committee
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Public Relations Update
Tina Haramis - Committee Chair
Thank you to everyone who purchased merchandise at Sail Past. We sold over 85% of all items. Only four Women’s Golf Shirts and a few hats are available (see display case). Contact pr@fbyc.ca with inquiries. In addition,
the E-Store is currently in development and is set to launch by June 30th.
Ajax Mayor’s Gala was held on June 18th In collaboration with PARA MARINE RESCUE, FBYC contributed various
décor to this year’s Gala’s “nautical” theme. Promoting FBYC with a few items like JR Sailboat, old lines, signs
and ships wheel. Gala attendees were treated to an evening under the stars at the mock up “Frenchman’s Bay”
pub.
Committee volunteer positions are still available. This year our goal is to participate in one community event
and increase our social media presence. We look forward to your contributions.

Tina
BE SAFE OUT THERE! Click on the link to read more...
Safe Boating Guide – Safety Tips and Requirements for Pleasure Crafts (canada.ca)

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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The Ultimate FBYC Playlist
Mike Brajac

Thanks to those that submitted songs for the Ultimate FBYC Playlist. “Sailing” by Christopher Cross takes the
top spot with multiple submissions. I am going to keep the list going over the summer and I may buttonhole
some of you around the docks for a submission. There are certainly diverse tastes in music, which is the idea
behind compiling the playlist. Perhaps find a song that you had no idea that existed and may end up liking. In
some cases, I just received the name of the song and added the name of a singer or group that covered the
song. If you would to add your favourite song of the sea, please send it to RCpower@fbyc.ca
Sailing Christopher Cross

Pirate Song

Kenny Chesney

Brandy (You’re a Fine Girl) Looking Glass
Somewhere in The Sun Kenny Chesney
Its that Time of Day Kenny Chesney
Sailing - Rod Stewart
The Reach - Dan Fogelberg
Sailing to Philadelphia - Mark Knopfler/James Taylor
Come Sail Away - Styx
Southern Cross - CSNY
Sloop John B - The Beach Boys
Son of a Son of a Sailor - Jimmy Buffett
A Pirate Looks at Forty - Jimmy Buffett
Banks of the Ohio- Oliva Newton-John
Beyond the Sea--Bobby Darin
Blowin’ In the Wind-- Bob Dylan
Morning Has Broken-- Cat Stevens
She’s Called Nova Scotia -- Rita MacNeill
Foggy Shores of Home-- Masterless Men
Home From the Sea -- Liam Clancy
In the Glow of the Kerosene Light-- The Once
Salt Water Joys-- Buddy Wasisname and the Other Fellas
Farewell to Nova Scotia-- The Irish Rovers

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Cruise Update
Mike Brajac
RCYC has announced that they are no long accept “drop-ins” or day visitors.

The first night there is a payment of $2.25/LF + 13% HST, the second night is complimentary, and the third night is $2.25/LF + 13% HST.
The maximum stay length is 72-hours per visit and a maximum of three visits per year.
Reservation must be made up to 4-days in advance. All visiting boats must contact the RCYC dockmaster at
416-967-7245 ext. 521 or DockMaster@RCYC.ca, a minimum of two days prior to visit to confirm availability.
When approaching RCYC, please call our club via VHF Chanel 09 or the Dockmasters at 416-967-7245 ext. 521.
You can locate RCYC at 43°37'26.5"N 79°22'13.6"W inside the Toronto Harbour, on the south side of RCYC island.
Upon arrival, please check-in at the Sailing Office to obtain a Visitor Pass, and information regarding the club
and its facilities. Please show your Visitors Pass to your waitress before ordering. RCYC accepts VISA and MasterCard credit cards in the dining spaces, the Sailing Office and Chandlery.

Commodore’s Cruise
The August long weekend cruise to ABYC will be the “Commodore’s Cruise”. Details to follow. This is a good
location for those that no longer sail but wish to drive down to ABYC to join the fun.

Harbour City Yacht Club
Canada Day Cruise. We are booking 6 boats and then will go “boat-for-boat” after that point. As this goes to
press, we have two boats signed up. Please sign up as soon as you have determined that you wish to participate. Thank you to Alain Bouvier who is organizing the details for this cruise.

Cobourg Canada Day (Informal Cruise)
A number of folks will be making their way to Cobourg. If you are interested call the Marina and see if there
are any cancellations. They only had 3 slips open as of a few weeks ago. The fireworks are back as well as the
Waterfront Festival. As a bonus, Cobourg Yacht Club just announced their pig roast. If you would like to join
the pig roast but haven’t received an invitation for it, please e-mail RCpower@fbyc.ca.

Collins Bay Yacht Club
We now have reciprocal arrangements with Collins Bay Yacht Club. This is a pleasant stop for those heading
east. We are given one night free. CBYC has a floating clubhouse with BBQ’s on the back. There is a nice park
area. It is a bit of a hike to the local grocery store. Lemoine Point is near by and is a nice area to explore.
CBYC limits reciprocals because of their marina arrangement. We are fortunate to be one of the clubs to be
extended reciprocal privileges.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Visiting Other Clubs (For New Members and a Reminder for the rest)
1. Many clubs are not sending out the usual information that is in the “Reciprocal Club Binder” which is located
in the DO office. Some clubs have also gone to a “Permanent Reciprocal” arrangement as well. The point
here is that most clubs have web sites. Please check the web site of the club that you intend to visit to find
out their policies. As we emerge from the pandemic, clubs have made changes to their policies.
2. Don’t forget your FBYC Membership Card. Some clubs are being more vigilant in checking for membership
cards. Apparently, a year or two back, there was an unfortunate situation with counter-fit cards that
caused some issues with clubs in the west end of the lake.
3. Follow the etiquette of the club you are visiting. If you are not sure about something ask one of the local
members. For example, RCYC has strict rules on dress code. All clubs ask you to fly your home burgee.
4. Many clubs have dock layouts posted on their web site. It is handy to keep a binder of commonly visited
clubs so if you get a slip assignment by radio, you can spot where your slip is located.
5. Some clubs are using Locca.org, under the auspices of Ontario Sailing. Information may not be up to date,
but it is a place to check as well.

2022 Cruising Schedule
Please monitor the usual Club communication channels for further updates.
Thanks to Alain Bouvier for assistance in setting up the cruise schedule for 2022.

Location

Date

Whitby Yacht Club (May Long Weekend)

May 21-23

Cobourg Yacht Club (Marina)—(Canada Day Weekend)

July 1,2

BPYC

August 13

ABYC (August Long Weekend)

July 30/31

THSC (Labour Day Weekend)

September 3/4

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Sailpast Address - ‘I Remember...’ by Brent Hughes
Good morning, everyone, and Welcome to FBYC’s 60th Sailpast celebration.
The passage of time is both a blessing and a curse isn’t it – though we have seen friends come and go over
the years, we’ve been very blessed recently with so many new members here at FBYC – the constant reshaping and re-charging of the club is exciting, and that’s what keeps it young. It’s what keeps us young. I
met many new members last evening that re-confirms my belief in this.
I want to take a few minutes of your time this morning to share with you, what “I remember” about FBYC’s history when I was young. I’ve been here for a few years now, and I have seen some pretty funny and heartwarming things in my younger years – people and events in the 1970’s and 1980’s that shaped who I have
become today and set me on the path to what I ended up accomplishing in sailing.
I hope that maybe this will twinge a memory for some of you, maybe you’ll learn something new, and hopefully
we will get a laugh or two…..
I can’t say I have been here since day one of the club’s official founding in 1962, only Maureen Dike can say
that. But I can say that I have been here since our clubhouse’s first day…..July 8th, 1972. I was 23 days old
on the afternoon that the clubhouse was opened. It was my very first trip to FBYC, heck my first trip anywhere, having spent 22 days in Sick Kids……fitting, no? Straight from the ICU to sailing…..one day I will likely go in the other direction, from sailing to the ICU.
I remember (with the help of photos of course) the blessing of the building by the Minister, the ribbon being cut
and the stone being laid by our then commodore Mike Kingsmill.
My parents joined in 1967. They were sponsored by members Vince and Barny Warhurst, and they in turn
sponsored their neighbours and new friends, Bernie and Jean Boutet. It’s a friendship that has lasted over 55
years - to this very day.
At that time, the clubhouse was a little wooden cottage, with a huge stone fireplace and chimney, set just to
the west of where our clubhouse today. The floor would bounce 2-3 inches when the crowds took to the
dance floor. Any major events had to be held elsewhere, such as the Guild Inn in Scarborough.
There was nothing but marsh and bullrushes between the cottage and the single dock, with a little wooden
walkway down through it right along here.
When the idea of the new clubhouse was floated, there was great debate, and arguments about it. Some
members resigned; many others threatened to.

Sharks, Classic 22’s, Hughes 24’s (no relation), were the rage back then. Dinghy sailors were angered by the
“rich” keelboat owners and refused to pay the $100 assessment without a fight. It was big money at the time.
Many families joined in the late 60’s and early 70’s; the Jensen’s, Viscounts, Picketts, the May’s, Turners, and
the Gwilliams, to name a few…….
Phil and Elaine Gwilliams are now the longest serving active members at FBYC – congratulations Phil and
Elaine – there is now 3 generations of your family as members at the club.
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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In 1971 my parents bought an Alberg 30 – at the time the largest boat in the club, but for only a few months,
until they were one-upped by the Boutet’s and their Corvette 31, starting the inevitable 2-foot-it is syndrome we
still see today.
At Sailpast in 1973, I watched the champagne bottle get smashed on the bow of the new Fleur de Lis Committee Boat. She will be 50 years old next summer.
In the 1970’s, I remember the 4 sets of docks we had, all on piles, some years underwater, some years high
above it. I remember sailing the junior club dinghy’s out from the dinghy dock ramp between the north dock
and the north center dock….with all senior members eyes on the kids not to hit the big boats’ sterns!
I remember the 16 mooring balls in front of the yacht club, and the wait list to get on a dock. I remember the 3
mooring balls in the north end of the bay – 2 with beautiful Tumelarens on them, and one with a brand-new blue
racing boat called Passat – owned by Fred Wolfel, long before he joined our club.
I remember the mooring balls out in front of 4 or 5 of the houses next door to the club too, all with beautiful
members’ boats tied to them – the Ushers, the Wallers, Boutets, Moores, Kingsmills, and later the Styles family.
I remember the large metal “dunce cap”, a huge mooring ball off McKeen’s Marina on the other side of the bay
that we used as a race mark.
I remember the 4 marinas, and literally hundreds of boats on the east side of the bay – McKeen’s, Moore Haven, East Shore Marina, and of course the Luttmer’s Swan’s Marina.
I remember Jimmy Moore’s Moorehaven Marina the best, where Port Restaurant sits now – always a hub of
activity. He had so many boats to store that most boats were stored in his “Top Yard”, but that was WAY up at
Kingston Road and Notion Road – east of where the Long and McQuade is today – I remember seeing some
winter parties on cold winter days up there as a little kid.
I remember the Moorehaven Gas Dock, the Marine Store there that had EVERYTHING, the giant (and I man
giant), mast rack.
I remember too, much later in life, when Jimmy Moore told me he was going to the 50th D-Day Anniversary in
France. I’d had no idea until then, that this crotchety old marina man had been a POW in the war, and that his
German wife Edith, he’d met while a prisoner there. Incredible.
I remember the club cruises, to Toronto Island, where there were 13 or 14 docks set right in front of the Centreville rides – as a little kid this was amazing! Or the large set of docks, not just the wall, at Hanlan’s Point. But
the best was seeing 40-50 boats on weekends in an area of the islands known as Casey’s Cove (Casey Ragatta of ABYC started it), all bow into shore with stern anchors out. Nobody goes there anymore……

I remember the summer cruises to Hay Bay in the Bay of Quinte – Blakewood Lodge, and Ram Island, where
there would be up to 10 to 15 FBYC boats at a time – imagine that – up to 15 boats – all taking their holidays
together.
We’re starting to see it again, aren’t we? I think there were 10 or so in the 1000 Islands together last summer.
It’s so, so great – I love it!
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I remember the annual Labour Day Weekend Race and Cruise to Wilson Yacht Club, and the year that Chris
Viscount and Jeff Crossing took an FBYC Sailing School Albacore – “Snoopy” and sailed it clear across the
lake to Wilson Yacht Club, not telling anyone they were going to do it, with no money, no ID, no clothes and no
sleeping bags. The Commodore that year, Alan Greensides, was not amused.
I remember the FBYC sailing school instructors scaring the bejesus out of us younger kids in the Wilson Cemetery one night.
I remember the year that FBYC sailors (no names mentioned here), stole ALL the American Flags from the
homes around the Town of Wilson, smuggling them back to FBYC, and laying them out on the front lawn here,
like a GIANT USA quilt.
I also remember how Wilson YC got us back – they came to FBYC and stole the Town of Pickering Flag from
the old City Hall. That very flag, today, still hangs in the Wilson Clubhouse in honour of their revenge trip!
You see, that Brass Monkey Trophy that we all compete to win each spring, has roots that run very, very deep!
I remember hearing about how crazy the Wednesday night partying would get in the 70’s – when I would be
getting up for school on Thursday morning, my dad would just be getting home from the bar to shower, change,
and head to work.
I remember hearing about the Indian leg wrestling on the dance floor upstairs, and the sailors’ chugging beers
while standing on their heads.
One un-named sailor even had his wife convinced that Wednesday night races ran from dusk until dawn, started in late March, and went until the Wednesday night before Christmas…..but nobody has heard from that guy
in decades…….
In the 1980’s it began to settle down, things got a little more controlled.

I remember when FBYC went Hollywood, The Littlest Hobo shot an episode here in September of 1980, and
Volkswagen did their Canadian advertisements for their new VW Rabbit on our lawns.
I remember also in 1980, when Murray McCullough and his crew took their C&C 38 and did the NewportBermuda Race.
I remember in 1980, when Chris Viscount, Larry Jensen, Jeff Crossing and Ron Prokopp bought the VERY
FIRST production Kirby 25, and almost won the First World Championship, finishing just behind Terry
McLaughlin, and Hans Fogh.
I remember my first racing here – at our regatta in the summer of 1982, as a 10 year old on Tommy Stevens’
C&C 25. I was hooked.
I remember my first Wednesday night season beginning in 1983, sailing with a lovely man named Bill LaFleur,
who had one downfall……he became an absolutely unhinged maniac when the gun went off. It was incredible
– but I did last 4 seasons with him, and he was good enough to take me to the first Laser 28 North American
Championships in 1986, when I was 14 years old.
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I remember there had to be a membership vote to allow minors upstairs in the clubhouse, so that I could join in
the after-race fun and see some of the hilarity that ensued.
I remember the Fashion Show here in early 1983 to raise funds for Canada1, and their vie for The America’s
Cup in Newport Rhode Island.
I remember Cliff Styles winning 3rd place in the Mackinac Race that year, and Ed Fulton cruising to Newport
that same summer to watch the America’s Cup in September.
I remember Alan May sailing his C&C 30 to Quebec City for the Tall Ship Celebrations in 1984, and then later
sailing it to the Bahamas with his two young children.
I remember Hank Gaveel and Blair Slighte sailing Hank’s home built, Dutch cruising yacht, FROM Amsterdam,
to FBYC in 1985.
I remember the Van Rossems, and the Wagner families, pulling their kids out of school for a year in the Bahamas on their CT41’s.
I remember “Chainsmoker”, the first J24 I ever saw – owned by Johnny Wanger and Pete Van Rossem, and
them sailing with John Clarke, Nicole Clarke, and Carolyn Burgess the Rigging Shoppe.
I remember all of my sailing school instructors: Robin Fulton & Chris Fulton, Mandy Shewfelt, Carolyn Burgess.
I remember head instructor Chris Fulton opening a fire extinguisher on us in the clubhouse hallway, and the
absolute dressing down we all got from then Commodore Mike MacInerny.
I remember my first overnighter, the 1984 Oshawa Clipper Race, and my first Susan Hood Overnight Race in
1985, the night that Barrie was hit by an F4 tornado – scary night on the lake!
I remember when Bill Quait showed up with Cruise Missile in 1985 – the MORC machine – they were unbeaten on the lake for a few years – I was dying to get on that boat, but I was just “too young”.
But I remember “graduating” to the “big time” in late 1986, and crewing as foredeck on a brand new Wiggers
built Peterson 37 – in the IOR2 Division of the LORC, downtown. Eat your heart out, Cruise Missile!!!!
I remember when FBYC hosted the Ontario 16&Under Laser Championships in 1987, and close to 100 laser
sailors were here.
I remember FBYC’s finest hour – August 9th and 10th of 1987, when 15 boats bravely and selflessly ventured
out on the lake to assist in the search and eventual rescue after 18 hours of Bruce and Shirley Burgess, whose
C&C 30 sank beneath them in a storm on their way back from, you guessed it, Wilson Yacht Club.

I remember later that year, when 78-year-old Jimmy Patterson, and 60 something Ronny Playford were
wrecked on the beach in Jim’s Cal 25. What does a 78-year- old do when that happens? He buys a Kirby 25
and keeps on rocking for another 6 seasons!
As an aside, that wonderful man loaned me that boat in 1989, and with my new girlfriend Barb, my younger
sister Lisa, and my best friend Erwyn, we placed 3rd overall at the MORC Canadian Championships!
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I remember my good friend Rod Davies winning the Laser World Youth Championships in Perth Australia, in
January of 1988, and the surprise party thrown for him by his family when he arrived back home to Pickering.
I remember my first trip to Mackinac in 1988. Incredible. What a feeling as a 16-year-old to see some of these
huge 50’, 60’, and 70’ IOR yachts at the time.
And finally……………I remember buying my first keelboat, a Cygnus 20, at aged 16 from right across the bay
at East Shore marina, for $1,944.00. October 28th, 1988.
Sorry to ramble………heck, its only 1988…… But in conclusion, this pastime, this sport, this recreational activity we know as sailing is so very different from almost all other sports. It is something you can start at any time
in your life between birth and death. You can get into it, drop out of it, and get back into it anywhere along the
way. You can sail a mile offshore, or all the way around the world. You can race, you can cruise, or you can
simply sit at the dock and relax. And if you want to, you can learn something each time you head out.
And this little yacht club, this gem known as FBYC, can be as much or as little of your life as you want it to be.
The friends and the people you meet along the way, the adventures you partake in, the camaraderie and the
stories can and will shape your life, and the lives of those you hold dear, as it has done mine for the past 50
years.

Thank you. Enjoy the day!

Credit: Karen Tunwell
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What a wonderful place to spend the summer! Know someone
who’d like to sail?
Invite them to join FBYC.
We still have a few slips open. Email membership@fbyc.ca to set up a visit.
Great Sailing… Great Friends
Email membership@fbyc.ca to set up a visit!

Contact Us
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4
Contact Sailpast Editor (sailpast@fbyc.ca)
Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca
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