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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the April 2022 issue of Sailpast!

I

feel like I’m ahead of the game...not bragging or

T

wenty years from now
you will be more disappointed
by the things that you didn’t
do than by the ones you did
do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe
harbour. Catch the trade
winds in your sails.

anything, but Sumfun is in her slip… early launch this
year! Just in time for the temperature to dip below
freezing again! I won’t be sailing for a while yet...
Water levels look good at the moment, and Steve Rich-

Explore. Dream. Discover.
Mark Twain

ardson has been busy getting things in order around our

In This Issue

slips. PARA has arrived, Spring Clean Up day has been

Commodore’s Corner

publicized (April 30 at 9am) and things are slowly com-

Annette Reesor

ing to life around the club. It will be SO good to be back on the water soon!

Vice Commodore Notes

There is lots to catch up on in Sailpast this month, from many of our committees.

Andrea Zeeb

So please check it out, and remind your fellow members to read Sailpast each

Harbour Report

month! We will be including periodic surveys this year to get your feedback.
The next General Meeting is coming up on May 30 at 8:00 pm so please put it on
your calendar. Hope you can make it. We’ll let you know whether it’s in person or
over Zoom as the date approaches.
Be sure to make a habit of checking the club calendar on our fresh new website

(thanks Doug!!) You don’t want to miss anything over the season.

John Redman

Around the Marks
Mike Sherban

Junior Sail Update
Aaron Coholan/ Marcus Wiseman

Entertainment Update
Huw Kerley/Kelly Lawson

Celebration Kits

Best of luck with your launch. Be safe, and see

Jeff Blundell/Karen Danylak

you soon at the club!

Spring Cleanup
Denis Carrier

Until next time…

Curiosity Shop

Mike Rennie

2022 Cruise Calendar

Bob Stobie
Mike Brajac
Vying for “first boat in” title - maybe next year!
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‘Commodore’s Corner’
Annette Reesor
We all love our little yacht club. It's our home away
from home, a place to escape and recharge. It's a privilege to be able to access the water, so close to
home. We don't have to spend hours in traffic, getting
to our 'cottage'. It's nice and close, with easy access,
even for some of us coming from further away.
This spring, our club is celebrating 60 years! Can you
believe it?!! Unless I'm mistaken, Phil & Elaine Gwilliames (owners of the lovely Catalina 34
'Sedona', on C Dock) are our longest standing active members, having joined in 1970!! That's a
pretty big deal. Next time you see Phil & Elaine at the club, buy them a drink and ask about some
of those early days at Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club. While you're at, check out our refreshed website, where there is an account of the history of the club, which was compiled for our 50th anniversary.
As we all know, FBYC is a self help club, operated and maintained by it's members. Our budget
pays for our leases, taxes, insurance, miscellaneous supplies, and upkeep expenses etc, but largely,
what you see at the club has been created, built, and laid out by previous and current members,
just like you. Our club is exactly that - our club. It's up to all of us to keep the grounds and clubhouse maintained, bills paid, the docks sound, the wifi up, the mast crane lifting, the pump-out
pumping, the gate opening, etc. All of this work is done by volunteers, specifically volunteer members - just like you.
For this reason, every active, intermediate & dinghy members is required to contribute a minimum
of 15 work hours each year, (these are tracked by a volunteer) but more to the point, we rely on all
of our members to be involved. If you're not involved, someone else is doing your part. Sometimes
it seems difficult to know where help is needed, that fits your skill set, so for this reason, joining a
committee is a good start, because committees have specific goals. If you're not up for heavy lifting, maybe you can organize, or focus on administrative jobs. How you would like to contribute to
the club? What are the skills/interests that you can share, and have the club benefit from?

As we move towards patterns of a ‘pre-covid’ club, with more activities running again, there are jobs
for everyone!
Looking forward to seeing you around the club, meanwhile I'm just a phone call away if you would
like to have a conversation.

Your commodore,

Annette
Commodore Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club

905 640 7793

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Andrea Zeeb

Oooh, the boats are slowly but surely launching and the slips are filling up. It's a great time of year. Welcome
back!
The executive has been working hard to make sure it's a great year for sailing. The update we have from the City
of Pickering is that the budget for weed cutting/control has been increased. Although still considered a pilot project we should see more cutting activity in the bay.
The Bar is open on Friday nights for socializing and visiting with friends. On April 22, race registration will occur.
Race this spring and summer and have a beverage with your racing friends. If you don't race, just come out to
the club and see your friends. Play darts, euchre or a game. While we are still checking for vaccination status till
the end of April, masking is a personal choice.
Starting in May, the bar will be accepting debit and credit only. This will reduce the handling of cash and improve
the overall transfer of funds to our bank account. We will be reviewing our drink pricing in the coming month and
will be suggesting modest increases to cover our operating costs going forward. I'll be presenting recommendations in the May General Meeting.

Webmaster Doug has done a great job updating the website. Please take time to look at the Members Only section and consider reviewing the bylaws, house rules and constitution. It's been a while since they were updated
and the executive will be reviewing them, but it's good to be familiar with them.
Duty Watch schedule shall be posted soon. The current level of membership and those who are over 75 not being required to do duty watch, leaves us with possibly more watches over the season. In May and from MidSeptember onward, we shall have primarily weekend duty. June through mid-September will see a full duty
watch schedule, which will consist of weekday shifts from 6-9 pm and weekend shift from 2-6 and 6-9. Please
review and or refamiliarize yourself with the duty watch responsibilities. Duty watch does not contribute to your
work hours.
Please remember that spring winds can be strong, and that a secure boat is a happy boat (and a happy owner!).
Work hours- if you've taken on a task at the club, let one of the executives or committee chairs know what
you've done so that we can submit your hours. You're only required to do 15 hours over the season and there
are plenty of jobs that can done to fill those hours, starting with jobs already listed for the spring cleanup. Sailpast event volunteer hours also count toward your total hours.
Sailpast is June 4, and we are hoping to have a ceremony similar to pre-pandemic days. It won't look exactly the
same but it will include a live band! Please keep your evening available to join us for some live music and hopefully some dancing. We are still working out dinner details. Stay tuned for a full update in the May Sailpast
Newsletter edition.

And, let's not forget New Members night on June 3. We haven't had a formal welcome celebration for a few
years. We will be formally introducing new members from late 2019 (after new members night in 2019) , 2020,
2021 and 2022. If you see new members, please introduce yourselves and welcome them to the club.
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Harbour Report - John Redman
The skis have been put away and the boat items are starting to show themselves so we must be ready for
launch shortly (if not already in).

As mentioned in a couple of emails we are working around the docks on some weed abatement in hopes of
getting a jump on them. As of Thursday evening, we finished the work on A dock and the South side of B dock.
We will be starting on C dock and the north side of B dock in the next couple of days and ask you to keep
those areas clear.
The channel marks will be put in as soon as the preparation is complete. For our spring cleanup day we will be
looking for help and a list of things to be done and call for volunteers will be coming shortly. Power to the
docks should be on and water and pump out system will be turned on over the next couple of weeks.
If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch.

John Redman

- Harbourmaster

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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‘Around the Marks’
Rear Commodore Fleet - Mike Sherban
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for Wednesday Night BBQ’S. With the season
just about starting you may be wondering how your going to earn your
“work hours”. Why not commit to helping out on Wednesday nights
and have some fun at the same time!! Please respond to rcfleet@fbyc.
A reminder that Race Registration night is this coming Friday the 22nd.
If your unsure or have never raced your boat before it’s a great opportunity to learn how to sail your boat for speed. If you feel intimidated
you can easily trail your fleet and observe how the boats in front of
you are setting their sails and plotting their course. You’ll find the gap
will begin to shorten in no time. Of course you can always chat it up on
shore and join in the friendly banter that follows every race. With each
race under your belt you’ll feel a new found confidence in your ability
to master your boat.
Race flags have been ordered for last year and will be
handed out next Friday for those in attendance.
The 2021’s Cy Hughes Award for Club Boat of the
Year goes to Ohana VI
Congratulations to Rick Lalonde and his crew!!!
Hope to see you all on Registration Night or on the
start line for our first Spring Series race on May the
4th.
Regards,

Mike Sherban
RC Fleet

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
Event

Details
Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

Spring Series 1
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Summer Series 1
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race

2022 Race Schedule

June
June
June
July
July
July

15
22
29
06
13
20

July
August
August
August
August
September

27
03
10
17
24
31

September
September
September

11
18
25

October
October
October

02
09
16

May

28

June

18

August

06&07

Sailed on Sundays – 2 races/day
Warning Signal 12:55 pm

Fall Series
#1 & #2
#3 & #4
#5 & #6

Frostbite Series
Race
Race
Race

04
11
18
25
01
08

Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Race
Race
Race

May
May
May
May
June
June
Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Summer Series 2

Date

Sailed on Sundays -2 races/day
Warning Signal 12:55 pm

#1 & #2
#3 & #4
#5 & #6
Special Races

Double Handed
Single Handed
Frenchman’s Bay Regatta

Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am
Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am
Skipper’s Meeting 9:30 am
Warning Signal 10:55 am

Frenchman’s Bay Over Nighter

Warning Signal 6:30 pm

July

09

Pursuit Race

Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am

August

27

Race Registration Night
Awards Night

7:00 pm Start
7:00 pm Start

April
October

22
29

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Cubs and Scouts: Shoreline Clean-up Day April 23rd
With most schools and other public facilities closed or restricted during the past winter due to COVID, Jr. Sail helped local Cub and Scout troops by letting them use the sailing school portable for their weekly meetings. As a thank you for
FBYC’s hospitality, the Cubs and Scouts will be on-site for a clean-up day, Saturday, April 23rd. They’ll be doing a general
clean-up on FBYC grounds and then head out on the water to do a shoreline clean-up around Frenchman’s Bay.
The Jr. Sail crews will also be hosting a clean-up day in May. If you’re looking for work hours, keep an eye out for the announcement.

Beaver Buggies and Kub Kar Rally April 25 - 27
FBYC is hosting a different kind of racing event at the end of this month. From Monday, April 25th until Wednesday, April
27th, the Cubs and Scout will be having a Beaver Buggy and Kub Kar Rally in the Jr. Sail portable. They’ve been designing
and building miniature cars this past winter and will be putting them to the test over these three days.

Sailing School Registration Continues: Don’t Wait
The sailing school continues still has some spots open for the
2022 season.
If you have children, grandchildren, nephews or nieces, you
are encouraged to get them signed up as soon as possible.
You can access registration via the Sailing School tab on
FBYC.ca. If you have any questions, you can drop an email to
jrsail@fbyc.ca

Race Team members will be on the water
May 7!
The finally getting underway and we’ll be seeing the first Jr.
Sail race teams will be hitting the water on Saturday, May 7.
After a winter of indoor training and preparation, they are
eager to get on the Bay.

Don’t forget: if you need Wednesday Night Race crew
Please give some thought to inviting our Junior Sail racers.
Giving them the opportunity to experience larger boats, in
race conditions, and learn from seasoned sailors would go a
long way to making them life-long sailors. Contact
jrsail@fbyc.ca if you need help connecting.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Update on Sarah Douglas (profiled in the February edition of Sailpast).
The following is an excerpt from The Canadian Press April 9 2022

CALES DE MALLORCA, Spain —

Canadian sailor Sarah Douglas won gold
in laser radial at the World Sailing Hempel
World Cup on Saturday.
The 28-year-old from Toronto had built up
a hefty 25-point lead on the field by winning six races over 10 days heading into
the finale. Douglas placed sixth Saturday
to secure the victory.
The World Cup was part of the Princess
Sofia Trophy regatta featuring over 1,000
sailors in Olympic boat classes.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Entertainment Update
Huw Kerley & Kelly LawsonHuw & Kelly aboard Free
Spirit

Thirty or so members and guests attended our St Patrick’s dinner and pub
night on Friday March 18th. Thanks to them and to Bob, Brian, Connie, Glen,
Nancy, Sonia, and Tom for their help with decorations, food and music.

Huw & Kelly aboard Free Spirit

You may have noticed that that Race Registration will be taking place during
Friday April 22nd pub night instead of Euchre night, which will be rescheduled
to the fall as we transition to outdoor activities.
The entertainment committee is developing other event ideas such as Friday
night pub dinners, a raft up, open mic/karaoke, and an end-of-season banquet tentatively scheduled for Saturday November 19th. Please take a moment to complete the short survey sent out to gauge interest.
As events are confirmed, we will put them on the website events calendar for reference.
Please continue to send your sociable FBYC photo(s) to: entertainment@fbyc.ca so we can feature them in future editions of Sailpast.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the club soon.

Huw, Kelly and the Entertainment Committee
© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Celebration Kits for St. Paul’s On The Hill Food Bank
St Paul’s on the Hill Food Bank is one of our neighbours. Located on Pickering Parkway, they are
open twice a week, providing food and other essentials to people in need.
One unique item they get asked for is cake mixes. Birthday Parties, Mothers Day, or any other of
life’s moments that call for a celebration, are made more festive with a
delicious treat.
To meet this demand, a group of FBYC members assembled 50
“Celebration Kits.” A celebration kit is everything someone needs to
make a cake for a special occasion. Cake mix, frosting, candles, even
sprinkles! The kit is assembled in a foil pan for baking.
This kit has one clever feature: Cake mixes usually call for eggs and
oil, but through experimentation, it has been discovered that a can of
soda pop can be substituted. The carbonated drink makes a cake that
is light and fluffy, (if perhaps a little
sweeter than usual.) By putting a can
of pop in each kit, we have a ready-to
-make package, that has a long shelf
life. If the baker has access to eggs
and oil, that’s great, they can make
their dessert the traditional way and
drink the pop on the side!
If you would like to help out the St
Paul’s on the Hill Food Bank, they
are looking for non-perishable food,
and also essential items such as diapers and baby wipes. Details on how
to donate are available on their website.
www.stpaulsonthehillfoodbank.ca
A huge thank you to Karen Danylak for organizing!

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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FBYC Spring Cleanup—Saturday, April 30
Spring clean up is scheduled for Saturday April 30, 2022 starting at 9 AM. This is an excellent opportunity to
meet fellow members and get some work hours in. Locate me and ensure you are accounted for. Please
bring work gloves and dress appropriately.
Some of the work included but is not limited to:
Unstack patio tables from the upper and lower patios. Find and install umbrellas. Obtain name plates of
those who purchased the tables from the office and install. Clean tables of winter grime. At least two people
to prevent injuries from unstacking.
Install patio and BBQ area awnings. About ten people
Weed flower beds. One or Two people
Install rope fencing at the perimeter of the Bar licensed area. Top of the rope between the post should be 48
inches high to meet the code. The mast racks will be in the way but we should progress as far as possible.
Move BBQs to patio area and ensure they work. Verify they have been cleaned from the fall clean up and if
not, clean them..
As the BBQs were stored in the open area next to the east door, ensure that this area has also been cleaned.
At least two people to maneuver the BBQs. Time depends on whether the BBQs need cleaning or repairs.
Move horizontal boards on dinghy rack to accommodate lawn mower passing under.
Put up the patio speakers
Rearrange parking lot gravel that was moved by snow plowing.
Rake lawn of winter debris.
Install garden hoses on the docks
Turn on dock water system and check for leaks.
Inspect ice fridge and resolve any issues.
Clean up storage shed.
Clean up furnace room
Clean up entrance to the office
Questions? Please contact Denis Carrier—Grounds Committee Chair (grounds@fbyc.ca)

See you there!

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Curiosity Shop… Bob Stobie
What is the largest ship in the world to have ever sunk?
Maybe not the largest but the Norwegian sisters Berge Vanga and Berge Istra are definitively
unique and probably the largest vessels to have “disappeared”. At 227,912 tonnes deadweight and
314m length, they were huge vessels and they did not just sink, they “magically” disappeared off
the surface of this planet. Berge Istra was en route from Brazil to Japan with 188,000 tons of iron
ore when contact was lost on December 30 1975. No mayday, nothing suspicious, it just went silent. After 20 days, 2 of the crew members where found by Japanese fishermen on a raft. 30 crew
disappeared. The surviving 2 crew members described 3 massive explosions causing the ship to
sink in just 3 minutes! Berge Vanga was en route from Brazil to Japan (again with iron ore) when contact was lost with the vessel on October 29
1979. Again, no mayday and this time no survivors or dead crew was ever found. Some debris suspected to be from the ship was found, but even
that was not proven. 40 crew went missing. I was just 7 years old at the time, but I come from a coastal city in Norway with a lot of shipping activity
and this is the oldest TV news I can remember. The shock and mystery of something so big just “disappearing” kept dominating the news for many
weeks. Both ships had the ability to transport both oil and iron ore. They both disappeared while transporting iron ore and it is suspected that oil
vapour leaked into the rest of the ship (including the double bottom) from wing tanks that was not cleaned after previous oil transportation. A massive explosion was triggered when the gas ignited. Essentially the ship blew into pieces faster than a mayday could be sent. If my memory is right,
one of the big mysteries of the Berge Vanga disappearance was the lack of any broadcast even from automatic emergency beacons. What actually
happened two the two sisters are still some of the major mysteries of Norwegian shipping history. Maritime inquiries were held behind closed doors
and are kept secret to this date leading to theories ranging from “captured by pirates” (did not sink) to alien beamup’s. This video documentary covers the construction of Berge Istra at the Uljanik ship yard in 1972 The book “Return of the Coffin ships” includes detailed information of the last
voyages of Berge Istra and Berge Vanga as well as theories on how they disappeared.
Terje Marthinussen Lives in Shibuya, Tokyo

Bad Batch of Anti Fouling Paint?!!

Courtesy of Bob Stobie
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2022 Cruising Schedule—Mike Brajac
Here is the 2022 Cruising Schedule. Registration procedures will be finalized as the season approaches.
Please note Cobourg Yacht Club (pay own dockage at the Marina) is not finalized yet. The Marina doesn’t open up
reservations until March 15th. A preliminary inquiry has been sent to CYC to see if they are planning on having a pig
roast this year as well as to find out any insight with respect to Canada Day Weekend activities. Hoping that we can
get back to a normal cruising schedule by time summer rolls around. Please monitor the usual Club communication
channels for further updates.
Thanks to Alain Bouvier for assistance in setting up the cruise schedule for 2022.

Location

Date

Whitby Yacht Club (May Long Weekend)

May 21-23

Cobourg Yacht Club (Marina)—(Canada Day Weekend)

July 1,2

Contingency/Option Harbour City Yacht Club
BPYC

August 13

ABYC (August Long Weekend)

July 30/31

THSC (Labour Day Weekend)

September 3/4

What a wonderful place to
spend the summer! Know
someone who’d like to sail?
Invite them to join FBYC.
We still have a few slips open. Email
membership@fbyc.ca to set up a visit.
Great Sailing… Great Friends

Contact Us
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4
Contact Sailpast Editor (sailpast@fbyc.ca)

Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca
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