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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the April 2021 issue of Sailpast!
Well, the sailing season is nigh! The ice is out and the storage yard is humming. I’m sure
you’re all excited to complete those last few repairs, paint your hull, review your supplies
and equipment, and launch your boat.

Across the bay, FBYC is ready and waiting. The service dock expansion project is essentially
complete, with a refurbished mast crane, new power post, relocated pump out and enough
room for a few boats end to end! Dock power and water will be up and running as you arrive as well.
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‘Commodore’s Corner’
Welcome to April 2021!
Hope that everyone is having a good Spring so far. The weather is above
average and the trend is to continue with even warmer weather. The water
is also on the rise, not as high as we would like it but going in the right direction.
This is the best time of the year. Boats are beginning to get launched and
one by one are showing up at our docks. Finally, some respite from COVID-19 and the winter doldrums. Though the
Province is in a state of Lock Down until early May the Marinas are still launching boats so, please get down to your
boats and prepare to launch.
For those who missed it Shernaz Chin had another cookie bake on April 10th. I can tell
you that those meringue cookies that she made were delicious and the others looked
amazing. Pictures of them were posted on FaceBook. Not sure what is up next, but we
will keep you posted.

I know that it is tempting to feel safe and let your guard down as the weather warms up but the Province is still in a
state of Lock Down so please continue to practice COVID-19 protocols at the club.
The club is open merely to provide access to your boats and the washrooms if needed. As a precaution always wear
your masks while on club grounds including docks.
The city is planning to do some work on the storm drain run off on the south west corner of our club just outside the
entrance gate. The work is planned to begin after October 2021 and end February 2022. I will update you on the details as the information becomes available.
Let’s play safe to stay healthy and enjoy your sailing season.
Keep smiling and see you all soon.

Mark Chin
Commodore 2021
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
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Vice Commodore Report
Annette Reesor

Let me start by saying that Jeff & I feel very fortunate to have received our first
vaccination last week. It’s so encouraging! It makes us feel hopeful and look
forward to seeing family and friends indoors, sharing meals, and being able to hug again….. but not just yet. (As of
this week, we are only 20% vaccinated as a country, so there is still a long way to go.)
Given the current lock down, I am very glad that marinas and yacht clubs are able to be open. I am so relieved that
there is no delay to launching in 2021, but at the same time, we must not take this for granted, and become lazy or
careless in our preventative measures of stopping the spread of COVID. For this reason, there will be lots of signs
around the club this year, reminding you to wear your mask indoors, to limit the number of people in the washrooms, to wash your hands often, and maintain physical distance - especially indoors!
We know that the COVID “.. virus spreads through respiratory droplets released into the air when talking, coughing,
speaking, breathing or sneezing. In some situations, especially in enclosed spaces with poor ventilation, the COVID19 virus can spread when a person is exposed to small droplets or aerosols that stay in the air for minutes to hours.

When you're outside, fresh air is constantly moving, dispersing these droplets. So you're less likely to
breathe in enough of the respiratory droplets containing the virus that causes COVID-19 to become infected. But be sure to wear a mask when you can't maintain distance from others.” (Mayo Clinic guidelines)
Luckily for us, sailing involves a lot of moving air, so it’s actually a very safe activity during covid - YAY!!
Sailpast 2021 - Traditionally, we have a whole day affair, share meals, being shoulder to shoulder in the regatta
room, enjoying an awesome potluck lunch, and sharing a drink on the patio, but that’s not in the cards for this year.
STILL, there is much about our official kick off to the sailing season that we can safely do together. The Sailpast planning committee has been meeting for the last few weeks, weighing in on every angle just how to make the day special, without compromising our health and safety. Please watch for upcoming details, that will be outlined in the
May issue of Sailpast.
As the season starts to unfold, opportunities to contribute to the club (in the form of volunteer hours) will present
themselves more readily. There are lots of ways to pitch in, without having to dig a trench, or do heavy lifting. Volunteering can mean making weekly reminder calls to the D.O. roster, or joining a committee, computer work, light
gardening, recycling, etc. (See Mike’s piece on ways to contribute later in this issue.) As a volunteer club, we count
on everyone to do their part. It’s what makes our club, our second home.
Duty Officer Schedule - I know you’ve all been anxiously waiting for the schedule to be published, and the final document is going to print as we speak. Our membership numbers are a little lower than some years, and so for this reason, most people will have 3 shifts. Let me take this opportunity to remind you that it is your responsibility to make
a trade, if you have a conflict of dates.

Annette
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‘Around the Marks’
Rear Commodore Fleet - Chris Viscount
After consulting the Commodore , the Executive and talking to other yacht
clubs to see if it is practical to go forward with a Spring Series, the consensus is ‘no’. For the 28 day Provincial lockdown under the present COVID
rules there is no way we can social distance on a sailboat when racing. I’m
not so sure, I’ve done some pretty good social distancing on a boat after a
bad race coming back to the club!
We will let the lock down run its course and re evaluate our racing options. It would be no problem to make up the Spring Series with sailing
one extra night a week or doubling up on a Sunday. If the interest is there
I will make it happen.
I would like to thank Doug Welch for all his effort for making it possible to register and pay on line for this year’s
racing season. Also a shout out to Glen and his crew on the excellent dock renovation. Well done!
See you all on the water!
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Harbour Report
Glen Dickson
By the time you read this, the new service dock will be 99% complete. We’re just waiting on some
rope for the railing (un-Manila, which unlike hemp, won’t shrink in the rain) and some solar light
caps for the posts.

There’s a few people that need to be called out for their efforts on this project. My right and left
hand of Alan MacDonald and Stuart Robinson deserve almost all of the credit for this project.
Alan was the guiding hand that kept the project focused on his vision, kept insisting that every line had to be straight, and every
component installed just right to last for years. He put in countless hours during a pandemic to keep us within guidelines for the
number of people that could be involved, and could be seen some days working on his own.
Stuart did the grunt work of welding all the subframe together, standing and kneeling for hours on the ice to get it finished a day
before the ice went out. Stu also took on the job of relocating the pump out so that it can now be used while someone is at the
crane, AND he put in hours and hours screwing in deck boards.
Andrew Barkhouse modified the mast crane to fix some issues we noticed when we brought it down, added new brackets and
stays, made new sheaves for the cable, transitioned to a larger diameter cable, and sourced and installed the new winch. No
more rattling cover!
Byron O’Donnell brought the bucket truck in twice, to help us remove and re-install the crane, plus remove the squirrel’s nest
from the dinghy crane, and to fix the flagpole.
Chris Smith built us a new power and breaker box for the service dock last spring, so that we had power to work on the service
dock. This spring he sourced more cable for us, and installed a shore power pedestal on the service dock to accommodate visitors – if and when we ever need to.
Louie Skretas sourced the steel used for the dock frame. This thing will be here when we are long gone! No wooden piles or
framing in there.

Plus the small number of people who we allowed to come out and spend a few days on their hands and knees with screw guns.
I hope people will forgive the lack of hours we offered out on this project. We had every intention of calling in the troops, but
Covid kept us cautious. To be perfectly honest, the small group that did most of the work simply preferred to work in small numbers, apart from others. There will be other projects as we return to normal in the (hopefully) near future.
To all of you who helped get this project completed as quickly as we did during a pandemic, THANK YOU. Every member of FBYC
will be surprised and impressed when they see what has been accomplished by the fruits of your labours.
One final note. I have ordered 4 red Algonquin chairs to go on the end of the new dock, for your evening pleasure watching over
the still summer waters. I have promised our board I would fund raise for them, but wanted them in place now for our members’ enjoyment this season. The total cost was $700. Anyone wishing to donate towards the cause please eTransfer to treasurer@fbyc.ca with the note ‘dock chair fundraising’. If anyone wants to pay the price of a full chair ($175) we will gladly place a
memorial plaque on one as per your wishes.
Thanks again to all.
Glen Dickson
Harbourmaster
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Power/Cruise Committee Update
John Redman
FBYC 2021 Cruising Program
As we launch our boats, the cruise group is preparing for
what we hope will be a successful club cruising season.
There are 5 cruises on the tentative schedule pending the
situations over which we have no control. As we confirm each cruise the destination will be announced along
with a sign-up procedure. The dates, which can be found on the club calendar are, May 22 – 24, June 26 – 27
(closest to July 1), July 31 - Aug 2 (August long weekend), Aug 21 - 22 (Newbie/Never cruised weekend), and
September 4 - 6 (Labour Day weekend).
The August 21/22 cruise will be closer by club and we will be giving preferential registration to those who are
new to cruising. As with all of the cruises, details will follow.

Safe Harbour (also known as Safe Haven)
This is a term one hears around the lake from time to time, especially with the advent of bad weather. Basically, it is a tenet of maritime life which says that for certain events a harbour facility should permit the temporary mooring of a vessel for a limited time period. Examples of this would include weather (windstorms, thunderstorms, or similar), equipment failure making continued safe passage impossible, and injury or illness to
crew. This principle is in place all the time, not only during the current pandemic.
In the case of severe weather, this allows the crew to stay on their vessel in safety until the danger has passed.
In the case of an equipment failure this keeps the crew and vessel safe as repairs are made.
In the case of a medical issue this allows for the proper treatment of the injured person(s).
Knowledge of this is important as FBYC is a port where we may see such requests. They need to be looked
after in a sensitive and caring manner as the requestor is usually in some danger.
In 2020 we had three such incidents, one with a storm, and one with a single hander on the verge of exhaustion, and the third with an engine issue. In the first two the crew remained on their vessels and departed when
it was safe for them to do so. In the third, the crew left the vessel temporarily to get the parts/equipment to

affect the repairs.
When you are on a Duty Officer Shift this is something that you may have occur. Just as crucial is when we do
not have a duty officer and it is “regular” club members around we may also be in the position of handling a
request. Remember to treat the situation as you would like to be treated if you were making the request.
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Member Profile – A Monthly Sailpast Feature
Janet Boychuk

Penny Lane

Ernie Spraggs

C&C 27 Mk 1

When did you first become a member of FBYC?
Ernie and Jan became members of FBYC in January 2021. Having
lived in the Ajax Pickering area for many years and frequenting the
waterfront for cycling, walking and dragon boating, FBYC has always been in sight. An opportunity came along this winter to buy
their niece and nephews C&C 27 as the young couples family has grown and they decided to upsize. Ernie and Jan
were delighted to find that there was room for Penny Lane at FBYC and made the commitment.

How long have you been a sailor? Is Penny Lane your first boat?
Jan has been a sailor since taking an adult sailing course in Windsor in her mid twenties at Southport Sailing Club.
The course was offered on a Shark 24 and in spite of taking other courses on dinghy’s over the years and owning a
couple of Lasers the Shark became the favourite. Jan has been foredeck and middle crew on a Shark in Toronto for
many years but Penny Lane is the first keel boat owned. Ernie is more a golfer than a sailor and is being a real
trooper about boat ownership. He is making a concerted effort to learn the ‘language of sailing’ and recently spent
a beautiful Saturday afternoon helping with the application of antifouling on the boat.

How was 2020 and what anticipate for 2021?
Jan was only able to take part in a few week night Shark races in 2020 as racing
didn’t start until mid summer and all regattas were cancelled. 2021 is shaping
up to be similar with respect to Shark regattas as a number of them, including
the worlds in Niagara on the Lake, are already cancelled. Purchasing Penny
Lane will give Jan and Ernie a chance to enjoy a new activity together close to

home. The project for the summer is to become comfortable with the boat
and enjoy the club. The goal is to still be happily married at the end of the season and not offend any of our fellow FBYC members with our inexperience at
docking the boat.
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Member Profile – Continued...
As sailors, we all have stories. Share one with us ...
As for stories, these are yet to come as we embark on the adventure of boat
ownership together. Hopefully they will all be good ones.

Outside of sailing, is there anything you’d like your fellow FBYC Members to know about you?
Ernie and Jan are both retired from the corporate world of commercial real
estate and have enjoyed some great travelling over the past 6 years on their
own and with their 3 adult children. With travelling and many other activities
shut down in 2020 they took on the challenge to hike the 912km Bruce trail
from end to end between June and November. It was a great experience and
they are now working on the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail. Winter is usually busy
with curling and skiing but the frequent lockdowns have them very excited
about getting outside and meeting all of you at the club!
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Save the Date

Sailpast 2021

Saturday, June 5, 2021
We are closely monitoring COViD protocol And the
SAILPAST event will be modified accordingly. Plan to
be there and please observe all safeguards to keep
you and your fellow members safe!

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

April 2021

10

SAILPAST

April 2021 Issue

Service Dock Project Update
The service dock is complete! We were
blessed with cooperative weather and dedicated work crews that completed the carpentry, electrical, plumbing and engineering
work. The mast crane is refurbished, the
pump-out is reengineered to be much more
accessible and conveniently located, and we
have a power pod on the dock now! Many
people contributed their time and skills, but a
special ‘tip of the sailor’s cap’ to our Harbourmaster Glen for the hours spent as project
lead on the many details that made this a
very successful and something the club can
be very proud of for years to come!!
Photo courtesy of Bob Stobie

Photo courtesy of Bob Stobie
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Work Hours at Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
As you know, FBYC is a ‘self help’ club. There are many duties to be performed each season – large and small, strenuous and light. In a ‘normal’ year, each Active, Intermediate and Dinghy member is required to complete 15 work hours.
Due to the impact of COVID in 2020, there are a number of members whose uncompleted work hours were extended
into 2021. As we begin another ‘COVID impacted’ season, the need to plan your work hours involvement is even more
important.
There are many opportunities to complete work hours, and requests for work teams are typically communicated by the
Secretary, as they become available. In addition, we have created a ‘Work Hours Thought Starter’, which is on the following page, to provide some suggestions on where you might consider becoming involved. This is meant to be illustrative, and does not comprehend all opportunities. It is suggested that you engage early, as it becomes more and more
difficult to complete your hours late in the season.

Here are some suggestions, especially for newer Members that aren’t yet familiar with process…
Consider joining a committee. This doesn’t commit you to a specific number of work hours, but gives the committee
chair a pool of resources to draw from, and gives you a source of work hours for the season. Remember, your spouse/
partner may also complete work hours to your credit.
You are not restricted from performing work hours outside of your committee’s responsibility, if you join one. If you
have an idea of work you would like to complete, mention it to the logical committee chair. There may be a plan already in place that you’re not aware of.
If you spot something that you believe should be considered, contact the committee chair under whose responsibility the work would logically fall, before completing the work. Agree
on the work to be performed, and on the expected hours. The committee chair will submit your hours to the Work Hours Monitor.

If there are any expenses to be incurred, get agreement with the
Committee Chair. He or she will submit the expenses to the Treasurer using the form available on the club website.
Urgent requests for work teams are typically communicated by the
Secretary via email, and posted on the FBYC Facebook group. They
may also be identified on the club website.
We will do our best to update work hours tracking on a monthly
basis, so that members can keep track of their status. Members

should contact the appropriate Committee Chair if they notice any
discrepancy.
If there are any concerns related to communications or process,
contact the Vice Commodore or Secretary.
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Work Hours Thought Starters… these jobs aren’t all necessarily available
(especially with COVID) but give you an idea of tasks around the club.
Plan well and plan early! Contact a Committee Chair for opportunities!
Responsibility

Medium/Hard Labour

Light Labour

Low Physical Impact /
Clerical/online

House
Stuart Robinson
house@fbyc.ca

Painting
General maintenance as
required

Lightbulbs, paper towels, soap etc.
Cobweb control
Light repairs

Maintain bulletin board information (confirm with subject
owner)

Grounds
Denis Carrier
grounds@fbyc.ca

Spring cleanup/setup
Fall cleanup/closing
Mast racks setup/takedown
Special projects, general
maintenance as required

Grounds weeding
Grass cutting
Garden tending
Tree/shrub trimming
Shoreline cleanup
Security system maintenance
BBQ deep cleaning monthly
Light Bulb replacement

Design, planning grounds projects

Dock & Harbour
Glen Dickson
harbourmaster@fbyc.ca

Assist Harbourmaster with
dock & hardware maintenance as required

Regatta
Sailpast event execution

Cruise
John Redman
rcpower@fbyc.ca
Fleet
Chris Viscount
rcfleet@fbyc.ca

Cruise captains
Racing – marks in and out
Committee boat jobs

Committee boat crew
Organizing skipper meetings, logistics

Junior Sail
Kevin Guerin
jrsail@fbyc.ca
Social Media Presence
Doug Welch
webmaster@fbyc.ca

Maintain grounds and equipment
as required

Entertainment
Mary Humphrys
entertainment@fbyc.ca

Barbecue volunteer for race nights
Event logistics/setup/cleanup

Webmaster assistant (site review, update, additions)

Miscellaneous
Contact Mike Rennie
secretary@fbyc.ca

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

Contact with other clubs/
reciprocals
Cruise activities
Record keeping, posting information on bulletin board, preparing reports for Board and
GM’s.
Junior sail newsletter

Event setup and cleanup as
required
Decorating for festive occasions
(Halloween, Christmas, etc.)
Entertainment calendar (for
website, FB and bulletin board

Visitor booking system
(maintain records, post to Duty
Officers)
Duty Officer call-out reminders
Work hours tracking
Club Historian /archivist / photographer
Sailpast event support as required
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Send in your pics to enter the contest each month of 2021! Great chance to win!
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Contact Us

FBYC “est” List...
Longest Boat: 51 ft ‘White Diamond’ (Tom Wood)
Widest Boat: 14.75 ft ‘Liza’ (Steve Hammond)
Deepest Draft: 6 ft 5 in ‘Nomad I’ (Glen & Connie Dickson)

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4

Longest Active Members: Phil & Elaine Gwilliames (1970)

Contact Sailpast Editor at
(sailpast@fbyc.ca)

Newest Members:

Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht
Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca

Marcus & Joanna Biafore (Social)
Maureen Dunne (Crew)
Belinda Vandervoort (Crew)

Water Report
*Highest Historical water level: 75.91 m (June 2019)
*Lowest Historical water level: 73.74 m (December 1934)

Recent(est) water level: 74.61 m (244.78 ft) (April 14, 2021)
Average this time of year: 74.90 m (245.73 ft)
Feel Free to contact ‘Sailpast’ to add an ‘est’ or correct the list if it’s not accurate(est)!

Photo Courtesy of: Doug Welch
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