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Mermaid approaching Frenchman’s Bay with Air escort, photo by FBYC member

Commodore’s Report
Erick Magi

Okay, enough is enough. I like to think of myself as
a bit of an optimist, but I think we have all had
enough. I look at the weather every morning and on
more than one instance thought, great, this is the
last day we will be in the negatives according to the
two week forecast. Then what happens, I go look
the next morning and what do you see, a day that
will be -2C next Wednesday. Really, just tear the
band aid off and get it over with tomorrow! It has to
end at some point. As a matter of fact this past
Friday, Good Friday was a rather nice day and I did
see that some of our club members were indeed
removing their winter covers. I have a launch date
of April 22nd which may seem daunting, but I have
two teenage boys that owe Angelique and I so we
will be putting them to work the very first day we
can!
We had our monthly board meeting last night and a
topic of discussion was that we have approximately
15% of our members that are outstanding on their
slip fees that were due at the end of March. It seems
that our postal service has become rather slow
unless they are delivering flyers or parcels for
Amazon. Please, if you have not made your
payment drop it down at the club, or send an
Etransfer to Maureen Dike. We appreciate it!
Things are coming together for the patio extension
and awning project. We have members and groups
that are helping both financially and physically. I
will be giving details on who has done what, but I
must say I am very excited about this project. It is
going to look great. There are a lot of people
involved that are totally excited to be able to plan
and create something that will be of benefit to all of

our members, but it will also be something that our
guests will appreciate and envy as well.
As everyone knows we purchased six very nice
picnic tables last year. Our plans for the patio are
that we have four tables under the awning and four
on the extension. We are looking to buy two more
and we need some help from the members. These
tables are expensive, but you get what you pay for
and if we take care of them will last a long time.
They cost close to $1000 each. A hefty sum, but if
you find a group or crew that can raise the funds it
would benefit everyone and the club will provide a
plaque that recognizes your contribution, or
memorialize a loved one.
I hope all of you have had a chance to look at our
website and see the video that was created by our
Membership Committee. It is very well done and a
new and innovative way for us to present ourselves
to new members. I know they are working hard to
increase our membership. I have said this in the past
though. We all need to do our part to sell FBYC!
We have a great little club and there are perfect
prospective members out there. We are all part of
the membership committee.
It is a new season. I would like to ask all of our
members, "Why did you join The club? What do
you get from it and what can you do to give back to
it this year? Everyone has heard that FBYC is "The
Diamond in the jewel" that makes Frenchman's
Bay. It may sound a little cheesy, but is it really that
far off the Mark? We can be sitting on our boats in a
cottage like setting on a Friday night, or casting the
dock lines for a weekend adventure all while less
than two kilometres north the highway is backed up
and a GO Train is held up heading into Pickering
station. Our getaway is so localized for most of us.
We are all very blessed! Just something to think
about. See you soon.

Vice Commodore’s Report
Glen Dickson

I do feel it’s important to change the hours we have
someone on duty to better accommodate the hours
that to me seem to be most busy, especially given
the number of visitors we’ve had to FBYC over the
last few years. Also, our membership numbers are
still a bit lower than we’d like, and many people
had to sacrifice two or even 3 weekends last season
to handle shifts.
This year, we’re splitting it up a bit differently.
Weekend shifts will be a single 8-hour shift, from
12-8 pm. If you pull a weekend shift, that is your
only one. One day of one weekend to give up, and
you are free from all other watches.
Weeknight shifts for April, May, September and
October will be 6-8pm. June, July and August will
remain at 6-9pm.
Those members who draw weeknights (and the
draw is completely random), will have 2 or 3 shifts.
As new members join, they will be assigned to the
3rd shifts of any existing members, again randomly
chosen.

Launch is just weeks away, unbelievably. This year,
we’ve got a powered mast crane! Please, please,
hold the applause!

Hopefully, this will give members leaving on
weekends some assistance a little earlier in the day,
and also facilitate early arrivers on weekend cruises.
The list should be published next week, and
watches will start on Saturday April 25th.

Egon will be holding several weekend
demonstrations to show everyone just how it works.
At the moment, those sessions are targeted to be on
April 18th, 25th and May 2nd. We’ll send out a
reminder the day before. Please make sure you’ve
seen how the system works before attempting to
operate it. See it once, and you’ll be good to go.

Speaking of membership, there’s an interesting fact
that really bears some scrutiny. All yacht clubs on
the lake seem to be feeling some decline in
membership rosters. This isn’t something that’s
altogether unusual, as we often see cycles of high
and low membership numbers. What’s very
interesting is the demographic of our membership.

In the last edition of Sailpast, I asked for feedback
on the idea of hiring a summer student to man our
docks, and free up our members from having to
handle summer DO duty. Unfortunately, I only had
a half dozen or so responses of any kind. So, per
democratic rules, no decision means status quo
remains in effect. Our members will have to
perform DO watches all summer as per normal.

I asked Jim Dike to compile a breakdown of our
membership by age. And the result was a little
surprising.
At the time of the study, we had 90 Active, or
Intermediate members.

HOWEVER, that doesn’t mean I can’t mess with
things a bit 

Here’s the breakdown:
Under 40: 2
40-60: 44
60-65: 17

65-70: 10
70+: 17

Looking for a new

Does anyone else notice something scary about
those numbers?
This tells us that our yacht club has an aging
population, and is NOT solidly positioned for the
future. Our numbers are already down somewhat
from full, and we have one third of our roster, 27
members, over 65.
That 65 and over demographic is obviously the
group that is most likely to be looking at life
changes, retirement, moving or abandoning boating
for health and family reasons. The Under 40 group
is our future.
We have 27 people that are in the highest percentile
of likely to leave within 10 years, and only 2 that
are under 40 and looking forward towards a lifetime
of boating.
The numbers may not be 100% accurate, as we had
to take an educated guess at the ages of some, but
you can see where the issue is regardless.
We ALWAYS need to attract new members. We
also need to come up with ideas and ways to
promote ourselves to younger people, those just
starting families and looking for ways to enjoy
healthy family lifestyles, and also get our own
children involved in the next levels of boating after
years of enjoying our summer sailing camps.
All of us have an obligation to this club to work
together with our membership committees and all
other committees and groups to solve this problem.
If you have any ideas, please let us know. No idea is
too crazy where our future is involved. The clubs
that do a good job of solving this problem will
enjoy decades of prosperity; those that don’t will
suffer. We’re a small yacht club, and feel these ebbs
and flows of membership more than most others.
See you at the boat yard, and hopefully on the water
by the next issue!

It’s time for a change of scenery on the FBYC
website. For 8 years now I’ve managed the
website for this club, but with the added
responsibilities of being on the executive, I find I
have little time to devote to the simple
maintenance of the website as it exists today, let
alone give it the refresh it needs. To that end,
we’re looking for someone to take over the task of
managing the day to day updates, and hopefully
someone with the skills necessary to give it a full
overhaul and keep it fresh.
If you’re interested, please contact me at:
vice@fbyc.ca.
Glen Dickson
Club Steward’s Message
Taylor Robinson

The bar has been fairly active over the past few
months on Fridays, but we will be getting into our
busy season soon. Please all come down and enjoy
the community of fellow members while enjoying a
drink or two!
Hope to see you all there!
Taylor

“So You Think You Can’t
Dance! Maybe it’s because
you have never taken
lessons.”
David Riegert – Vivace

Top Ten Reasons for Taking
Dancing Lessons at FBYC.
10. You don’t know how to dance.
9. You can check on your mast
weekly for 10 weeks.
8. You can introduce non-members
to the club.
7. You will get to know club
members better.
6. You will be contributing $ towards
a club project.
5. You will make your spouse happy.
4. For the same price as popcorn &
a movie for two, you can have a
date where you have to talk to
each other.
3. You will have a regular date night
for 10 weeks.
2. Learning a new skill slows the
onset of Alzheimer’s.
1. It is good exercise.

Thanks to Lori Robinson for organizing the
dance lessons (and coming every week even
though Stu had to work every other week
and Lori danced alone). Sue, our instructor,
was excellent. She readily accommodated
the various abilities of the participants so
that everyone progressed from their original
level. She was very affirming and did not
make anyone feel klutzy. We learned three
styles of dance—waltz, jive, and merengue,
which gives you enough repertoire to dance
to all rhythms. We were taught a number of
different steps in each of these rhythms. The
challenge will be to remember these steps
until the next dancing opportunity.
Dancing is like sailing in that there is open
space for you to maneuver through with a
few rules of engagement. The rules for
dancing are not as complicated as sailing—
hang on to your partner, don’t bump into
anyone, and have a good time. Some sailors
trim their sails better than others and thus
have a smoother sail. Some dancers know
some steps and are better able to glide
around the dance floor. Some boaters
seldom leave their dock and miss the
adventure of open water. Don’t let the lack
of ability cause you to miss the adventure of
the open dance floor. The next opportunity
you have to take some lessons, go for it!

NAT’S MARINE
ANNUAL SPRING
SALE
APRIL 11 & 12

Specials On:
Antifouling Paints
Cleaners & Waxes
Dock Lines & Rope
and
“Don’t forget to fill out
a Ballot for Door Prizes

seating event again so reserve early so as not to be
disappointed. Linda will be catering this event as
well and we are working with her to put together
another special and satisfying banquet for the
occasion. Look for notices at the club and emails for
details on cost, times, menu, etc. as the date draws
nearer. Let's gather together to celebrate Mom's
everywhere.
That's it for now – keep warm and keep looking
forward to another fantastic sailing season. Party On
FBYC!!

Warm Greetings to all, goodbye to an extra-chilly
winter and welcome to Spring at last. It's been a
tough winter and we're all hoping warmer weather
is now on the way. Here's a look at what
Entertainment has been up to the past few months.
Kicking off 2015, the Entertainment committee has
been busily putting together a couple of events to
get us started. The Grey Cup Sunday event in
November of last year was a huge success so once
again we hosted a Super Bowl Sunday event on
Sunday February 1, 2015; as always big screen tv,
snacks and a chance to make a little wager on the
outcome. This was a big success with a turnout of
around 35 people. There was lots of good food,
many thanks to all who brought something to share,
good fun and a couple of wager inners; our
condolences to the Seahawks fans.
Next, Entertainment hosted a special Valentine's
Day dinner on Saturday February 14, 2015 featuring
a delicious dinner catered by our good friend Linda
Mehak and it was absolutely spectacular. As always
Linda put on a appetizing meal and no one went
home hungry. All the special ladies who came out
for the evening where treated with the special gift of
a rose bouquet and Linda generously provided a gift
basket of some of her homemade soups and
preserves which was won by one lucky guest.
Finally, looking ahead, entertainment is once again
working on a special Mother's Day banquet for
Saturday May 9. All moms’ attending will receive a
little something special so gentlemen plan to attend
this event with that special Mom in your life or to
celebrate a special Mom. This will be a limited

Rear Commodore Fleet
Bob Hickson
rcfleet@fbyc.ca
416-919-2297

The ice is finally gone from the Bay after a brutal
February and March. It is just two weeks until the
spring launches begin.
FBYC hosted an Ontario Sailing ―Race
Management‖ course over the winter. We had eight
volunteers from the Club take the course to become
―Club Race Officers‖. Thanks to the volunteers for
giving up a full weekend to take this course.
The 2015 race schedule is finalized and it is posted
to the website. The schedule includes a ―Single
Handed Series‖ that we resurrected last summer as
well as a late fall ―Frostbite Series‖.
Race Registration will be Friday evening April 24th.
I would strongly encourage you to get involved in
the race program if you have not participated in the
past. More boats allows us to create more evenly
matched fleets with better scoring. There will be a
―new racer‖ support program provided for any new
racers…details to follow.
The east GTA clubs have organized a ―Toronto East
Long Distance Series (TELDS)‖. This will consist
of 5 races;



WYC - Whitby 50 – June 19 & 20
FBYC – Singer Long Distance – July 4 & 5





Bluffers Distance – August 8
WYC – Whitby 100 – September 11 & 12
ABYC – Donald Summerville – September
26

Boats competing in these races will be scored as
both a Club event and as the TELDS Series. You
can obtain additional information from the TELDS
flyer that is included in this issue. Sounds exciting
for those of us that enjoy distance racing but do not
have time to get back and forth to PCYC.
PHRF-LO held their annual Handicappers
Workshop on March 28 to review changes to the
rating system that are being implemented for 2015.
Craig Castle and I were in attendance. The Club
Handicappers for 2015 are Bob Stratton, Bob
Hickson and Craig Castle. The big change for this
year is the adoption of 1 second increments in
ratings. This necessitated much narrower
adjustment bands for the size of genoas. In order to
be fair to everyone, we will be measuring the largest
headsail for each boat this spring. Tentative date for
sail measurement is Sunday April 26 from 15:00 to
19:00.
Plans for the ―Introduction to Keel Boat Sailing‖
course are being finalized now. FBYC volunteers
will act as the instructors for the classroom and
dockside portions of the course. At this point, we
planning to conduct the on the

Introduction to Sailing Course
Tom Wood
Last year many of you may remember we ran for
the 1st time a program to introduce new sailors to
sailing. The new Transport Canada regulations have
complicated running a program like this but rest
assured that we will be running something similar
this year. We are still working out the details but it
looks like we will run 2 sessions, one in late May
/early June and another in late June and into July.
Cost will be about $200, this includes membership
and some time on the water with a professional
instructor as well as the in class instruction.
So be sure to tell anyone who might be interested in
checking out sailing that we will be running a
program this year as well. Last year we had about
15 enthusiastic participants including a new senior
member and this year we hope for more.

Cruising Notes
Mike Brajac

Right of Way
Meeting steamers, do not dread
When you see three lights ahead
Starboard wheel and show your red.
Green to green or red to red
Perfect safety, go ahead.
If to starboard red appear,
Tis your duty to keep clear.
Act as judgement says is proper
Port or starboard, back or stop her.
When upon you port is seen
A steamer’s starboard light of green
There’s not much for you to do
For green to port keeps clear of you.
Both in danger and in doubt
Always keep a good look out.
In danger with no room to turn
Ease her, stop her, go astern
Thomas Gray, secretary to the Board of Trade, 1862

Or
“When in danger of in doubt
Wave and shout and rush about!”
Or this one
”Here lies the body of Johnny O’Day
Who died preserving his Right of Way.
He was right, dead right, as he sailed along,
But he’s just as dead as if he’d been wrong.”

“Mike does not know this lady and this is not his boat”

Reciprocal Cruise Dates for 2015:
July 25/26—ABYC—note—exchange with ABYC
will be boat-for boat—since this is Jazz Festival
weekend.
August 1/3 –QCYC—kids cruise focus—Hit Centre
Island with your kids. Adults without kids and
empty nesters (boaters) welcome as well.
Sept 5-7—LSYC—Labour Day weekend—
somewhat close to the Air Show!
Sept 26/27—BPYC
Raft-Up-Sept. 12
Incoming Cruise July 26-28 DYC—If any FBYC
members wish to cross the Lake, I can arrange a slip
for you at DYC during this time. It is a good start
to a vacation cruise.
No cruises are planned in June due to other events
at the club that month.

you'll see a number of vacant spaces. If you would
like to switch and give yourself some bumper boat
space, please let me know your preference and I
will confirm your revised slip assignment.
Mast Crane: As you must be aware by now, the
mast crane is powered and functional. Training
sessions on the proper use of the crane (mandatory
if you want to use it) will be held on the Saturday
mornings of April 18 and 25 as well as May 2. It
should only take 15 minutes.
Work Parties: While the majority of the club will be
partaking in a general club clean up on the 18th, the
harbour will not be ready to fully complete all that
is needed. For this reason, I'll need a few able
bodies on the 25th to tackle the following:

Harbour Report
Greg Greason

Launch the channel buoys
Turn on and test the water system
Build a ramp to the dry sail docks as well as a
"stand-off " for these docks
Paint dock numbering on the ends of the finger
docks.
If you can help out the harbour committee on the
25th, please respond via email to:
harbourmaster@fbyc.ca

Getting all excited? I am. I launch in16 days and
damn, I haven't even taken the cover off yet.
Excited, maybe not, panicky - yes, especially given
what we have to do at the club in prep for boat
arrivals.
First of all... slip assignments. Further in this
newsletter you'll find an interim slip assignment
chart. It's not cast in stone yet, but if you see an
issue, please email me with your concerns. If you
don't prior to the 18th, it will be firm and deemed
the final product. For those members on B dock,

Junior Sail Report, Andrea Zeeb

club shortly, and we’d certainly appreciate if club
members would take them and put them up in their
favorite local hangouts, or wherever you’re
permitted to hang posters.
Summer Volunteers – BBQ and Friday nights!

Kayakers were on the bay this past weekend, which
means we’ll be on the bay in less than a month- I
hope.
We have already started preparations for this
coming summer. Our instruction team has changed
slightly, with Meghan Rutitis as our new head
instructor. Ceilidh and Connor are returning, and we
are still determining our requirement for an
additional instructor, full time or part time.
With the help of Jeff Blundell, we’ve made a
connection with Camp Riverwood, operating out of
Petticoat Creek, and may become an elective for
their campers, the last week of the last August
session. We are continuing to pursue a relationship
with Dragon Boat Pickering, to see if we can
combine our offerings for an ―adventure camp‖ on
the water.
Get out on the Water!
Speaking of Getting on the Water, the OSA and
Row Canada have teamed up to get the Ontario
community onto the water. Mark your Calendar for
Saturday June 20. We are going to need as much
help as we get. We will be offering dinghy and
keelboat experiences for adults and children in our
community. If you would like to volunteer your
time and or your boat, please connect with Karl or
myself, at sailingschool@fbyc.ca. This day-long
event is designed to promote Sailing and other on
water activities. Advertising posters and
communication to the community has been prepared
by OSA so that all the clubs are delivering the same
message. These documents will be available at the

As with years past, we require volunteers for
Wednesday night Racing BBQ, and Friday night
Dinners. I’ll be posting a calendar in the club (on
the board between the washrooms). Please sign up
for the Wednesday BBQ and or a Friday night
dinner. We will conduct our Friday night dinners as
we did last year – one family prepares and serves
dinner. Junior club benefited quite a bit last year,
but this year there are other projects that would also
benefit from a financial contribution- Let’s share the
wealth, so to speak, and sign up to help your club,
junior or senior, achieve its goals.
Spring Clean up
Jr. Club requires some assistance on Spring cleanup day. We will be putting the docks back into the
water, but we need to refurbish them. And we need
to build ramps that will provide a bridge from land
to the dock – something safer than what we had last
year. I’d still like docks on the north and south
shore, but if we can keep the kids from the
driveway, that would be best.
Summer Sailing Camp/Adult Sailing
Our online registration is up and running for the
2015 year. www.frenchmansbayyc.checklick.com
We’ve already started with 5 enrolment’s so far.
We are offering adult dinghy lessons in June as
well. Remember to promote our junior sailing
camp program to friends and family, and encourage
adult friends to try our adult dinghy sailing
program. The more people that experience sailing,
the more people become passionate about it.
Spread the word – children, grandchildren, friends
etc.

“We clear the harbour and the wind
catches her sails and my beautiful ship
leans over ever so gracefully, and her
elegant bow cuts cleanly into the
increasing chop of the waves. I take a
deep breath and my chest expands and my
heart starts thumping so strongly I fear the
others might see it beat through the cloth
of my jacket. I face the wind and my lips
peel back from my teeth in a grin of pure
joy.”
L. A. Meyer, under the jolly roger: Being an Account of the
Further Nautical Adventures of Jacky Faber

“You can’t believe how bleeding scary the sea is!,
There’s like, whales and storms and shit! They
don’t bloody tell you that.
Libba Bray, Beauty Queens

AUTO-HOME-COMMERCIAL-LIFE-BOAT- MORTGAGE

GWILLIAMES & ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
ALISON ZARPANA OWEN
Tel: 905-619-2424 - Fax 905-619-8080
Toll Free: 1-800-463-3156
2 Bunhill Court, Ajax, ON L1Z 1X5
Email: quote@gwilliamesinsurance.com
www.gwilliamesinsurance.com

FBYC Calendar of Events
APRIL 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Winter Seminar

5
Easter Sunday

6

7

3

4

10

11

Good Friday

8

9

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

12

Sat

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

13

14

15

16

17
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

19

20

21

22

23

Race
Registration

26

27

28

General Meeting
2000

18
Spring Cleanup

24

25

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

29

30

Warm Up Race

MAY 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

3
Private Function
flag room

10

4

5

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

11

6

7

Spring Series #1

12

13

14

Spring Series #2

17

18

19

20

25

26

27
Spring Series #4

31
Loshers # 1

9
Mother’s Day Event

15

16

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

21

Spring Series #3

24

8
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

22
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

28

29
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room
PCYC Susan
Hood

23
Double Handed
Race

30
PCYC Susan Hood

June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Spring Series #5

7

8

9

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

14

15

10

16

17

11

22

23

18

28

29

Some events /items may be subject to change

30

19

25

26
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

13
Loshers # 2

Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio
TELDS Whitby 50

24
Summer I
Series # 2

6
Sail Past 2015 &
Channel Opening

12
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

Summer I
Series # 1

21

5
New Members
Night Flag Room

Spring Series #6

Loshers #3

Sat

20
TELDS Whitby 50
Junior Open
House
OSA Get on the
Water
Big Brothers /
Sisters Sail

27
Private Function
Lawn pm /flag
room

