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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the March 2022 issue of Sailpast!

Is

the sun feeling warmer and stronger, or is it just my imagination
along with some wishful thinking? Not long now before we begin our

What do you
call 3.14
sailors?
Answer…
Pi-rates

spring chores in preparation for launch. I like to be a bit organized, so I usually create my checklist at this point. Otherwise, I’m caught rushing to the chandlery at the
last minute, for one thing or another.
Credit: @MeanwhileinCana

One item that is definitely on my list this year is to replace my flares. I cleaned up
my supply last fall, and I need to stock up. Be sure your flares aren’t expired, and

that you are compliant for your size of craft. Although we all hope to never use
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them, they’re necessary onboard.

Commodore’s Corner

It is also a good idea to take inventory of your other onboard equipment, and do a
bit of tidying up. Consider creating a written inventory, and post it at the chart ta-

Annette Reesor

Vice Commodore Notes
Andrea Zeeb

ble.. Not only can this help the skipper remember where to find something quickly,

Around the Marks

but also crewmembers if they need to assist in an emergency. Also good to post

Mike Sherban

your boat’s name and description, along with Mayday instructions, near the radio.

Junior Sail Update

Getting back out on the water is wonderful, but particularly early in the season, the

Aaron Coholan/ Marcus Wiseman

water temperature is deadly in an MOB situation. Review your procedures and con-

Entertainment Update

sider arranging some drills with your crew. Once someone is overboard is not the

Huw Kerley/Kelly Lawson

best time to be ‘figuring it out’.

Our AmazingTrip to the BVI

Once all this serious stuff is out of the way, it’s time to have fun! Good luck to every-

2022 Cruise Calendar

one with their spring prep. Take care!

Mike Brajac

Until next time…
Mike Rennie

Laura & Owen McNeil
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‘Commodore’s Corner’
Annette Reesor
One way to help get through the long cold winter, is to dream
about and plan for the next boating season. What maintenance does the boat need? When did you last replace the impeller? Checked the automatic bilge pump switch? Inspected
all the rigging? Serviced the winches...? Do you have any
leaks, and where are they coming from? Maybe it's time to re
-bed some hardware..... What 'extras' will you splurge on this
year for her? New electronics? A windlass? A new fancy anchor? New canvas? (if you can find anyone to do
the job) Where will you take the boat this summer? Shopping for stuff usually begins at the boat, but since
we haven't had a real boat show, remember that the Rigging Shoppe and Whitby Marine Supplies are just a
stone's throw away, and they are happy to help you source whatever it is that your boat needs.
As the days get longer and we begin the countdown until we can take the cover off, prep the boat.... and finally launch, I ask you to please take note of the request from Pickering Harbour Company. There is a work
form that each of us is to complete before beginning work on our boats in the yard. I know that have often
been delinquent in getting this done in the past. Even if you only plan to paint the bottom, PHC requests that
you complete the work application form, which was circulated March 3. Maintaining good a relationship with
our local marina, and respecting the environment is important to all of us, so. please do your part.

At the last General Meeting, FBYC Membership voted (about 60/40) to extend the requirement of 'proof of
vaccination' to participate in indoor activities until May 1. This requirement applies only to events such as
Pub Night or other indoor social functions. It does not apply to using the washrooms or accessing your boat
in any way. I imagine that as National and Provincial recommendations continue to evolve, so will club policies.
Our website has been refreshed. As we anticipate the next season of boating and there is still snow on the
ground, it's a good time to review our house rules, bylaws and constitution in the Member's Only section. If
you need assistance with login, please reach out to our webmaster.
Until next time: stay safe and enjoy the rest of winter - Spring is around the corner!

Annette
Commodore Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
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Andrea Zeeb

As I write this Karl and I are flying home from a sunny and warm week in Mexico. Sitting on the beach we saw many sailboats, large and small, and some lasers on the ocean. It reminded me of when Karl and Rick Lalonde took the boys, Nick
and Robert to the midwinters in Florida, and gave them some ocean sailing experience. And now Aaron is taking his son to
Florida for some training. There is a steady breeze blowing, not unlike the stronger winds at Cork Regatta in Kingston,
ON. It also made me pine for the warm days of spring and summer and launching the boat. Just a few more weeks (7 to be
sure).
Our meetings with the City of Pickering have been interesting and promises have been made to increase Pickering’s contribution to maintaining the weed issue in the bay. I’ll provide more details once the 2022 budget has been confirmed and
approved by council. The meetings also include discussion about parking on both sides of the bay but mostly on Liverpool
for now. The waterfront is so busy with cars that alternatives to parking are being considered. Christine Dooty-Hamilton is
the newest member of council and has considerable knowledge about the environment and watershed management and
we look forward to a positive relationship with her as well.
Ed is coordinating a meet and greet with Christine Dooty-Hamilton to get to know here and tell us what we are
about. Annette and I are meeting with Pickering Harbour Corp this week.
The bar is open again. While the province has dropped the vaccine mandate, the membership voted in favour of maintaining the mandate for another 60 days, to the end of April. Status will be checked by Claudia on bar nights. On Monday the
mask mandate will be lifted by the province for all outdoor activities as well as for non-critical indoor venues. Please be
aware of those around you and recognize that some people will continue to wear masks for their own safety. And please, if
you’re feeling under the weather and may be exhibiting some symptoms, do not come to the club and spread it around.
Based on feedback from the bar and bar accounting, the majority of purchases are made via credit or debit. The bar will
therefore be going cashless starting in April. This makes for easier accounting and no requirement to handle money. Additionally, everything has gone up in price and alcohol is no exception. Bar pricing review will occur in the upcoming
months and the output of the review will be presented to the membership at the next general meeting in May.
Entertainment is excited to bring you St Patrick’s Day this Friday March 18 with food and drink and fun. Look for euchre in
April. Don’t know how to play? Come out on Fridays to the bar and learn to play.
The Membership Committee has brought two potential new members to the club. Their details were shared earlier this
month for the required 30 days review period. That’s great work Jason. Keep ‘em coming! Members, please continue to
share your great experiences at FBYC with your friends and on social media too. Get more traffic to the website.
Speaking of website, Doug continues to tweak the website to make it more inclusive to the public, and our members. For
those members who are new(er) and those that may not have read them for a while, check out the members only section
and review the constitution, bylaws and house rules.

Sailpast 2022 is going to be a good celebration. As always volunteers are needed on the day of, to help coordinate parking,
food, some housekeeping etc. It’s worth some volunteer hours! As we get closer to June I’ll be asking for some of you to
help out. Mike Sherban has already been in discussions with a band so we are already making progress. If you have any
unique ideas, let me know.
Any member who has club improvement ideas is welcome to provide details to myself and the other executive members
for review. It’s your club as well and we want you to love your club!
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‘Around the Marks’
Rear Commodore Fleet - Mike Sherban
Spring has just about sprung and it’s time to start planning our boat
preparations. Just a reminder that the Pickering Marina is requiring
us to fill out a work application form before starting. You can either
fill it out online (via Kelly’s email) or pick up a sheet at the Marina Office.
It’s also time to start considering what committees you’d like to join
to earn your work hours.
We are looking for volunteers for a couple different tasks. For anyone considering the excitement of being on the Committee Boat
Crew please check the race calendar and commit to a full series. This would be a 2 -3 hour commitment.
We are also looking for someone to organize the Wednesday Night BBQ Comittee as well as volunteers to cook and serve with a smile!! Great chance to earn your hours and connect with many
members. Please forward your availability to RCFleet@FBYC.ca
Thanks! Mike

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
Event

Details
Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

Spring Series 1
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Summer Series 1
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race
Race

2022 Race Schedule

June
June
June
July
July
July

15
22
29
06
13
20

July
August
August
August
August
September

27
03
10
17
24
31

September
September
September

11
18
25

October
October
October

02
09
16

May

28

June

18

August

06&07

Sailed on Sundays – 2 races/day
Warning Signal 12:55 pm

Fall Series
#1 & #2
#3 & #4
#5 & #6

Frostbite Series
Race
Race
Race

04
11
18
25
01
08

Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Race
Race
Race

May
May
May
May
June
June
Sailed on Wednesdays
Warning signal 6.45 pm

#1
#2
#3
#4
#5
#6

Summer Series 2

Date

Sailed on Sundays -2 races/day
Warning Signal 12:55 pm

#1 & #2
#3 & #4
#5 & #6
Special Races

Double Handed
Single Handed
Frenchman’s Bay Regatta

Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am
Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am
Skipper’s Meeting 9:30 am
Warning Signal 10:55 am

Frenchman’s Bay Over Nighter

Warning Signal 6:30 pm

July

09

Pursuit Race

Skippers Meeting 10 am
Warning Signal 11 am

August

27

Race Registration Night
Awards Night

7:00 pm Start
7:00 pm Start

April
October

22
29
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Sailing School Registration Has Proven Very Popular
This summer’s Sailing School registration opened about a month ago and we’re already half full! Between the returning sailors and welcoming many new, it looks like we’ll be at capacity for 2022.
Reserve your spot today! If you have children, grandchildren, nephews or nieces, you are encouraged to get them signed up as soon as possible. You can access registration via the Sailing School tab
on FBYC.ca. If you have any questions, you can drop an email to jrsail@fbyc.ca

Race Team members have been honing their skills – on the ice
A few of our junior race team members have been getting an early start on the season by getting out
on the Bay this past month. When the weather and ice conditions are right, a few brave souls ventured out to try their hand at iceboat sailing and began brushing up their skills.

Need Wednesday Night Race Crew?
Please give some thought to inviting our Junior Sail racers. They’ve got skills, energy, and enthusiasm. Giving them the opportunity to experience larger boats, in race conditions, and learn from seasoned sailors would go a long way to making them life-long sailors. Contact jrsail@fbyc.ca if you
need help connecting.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Entertainment Update
Huw Kerley & Kelly LawsonHuw & Kelly aboard Free
Spirit

Don’t forget to join your fellow members in the FBYC Flag Room for an
-person St Patrick’s pub night on Friday March 18th. Whether you
signed up for the dinner or not, all are welcome in the upstairs bar
from 6.30pm.

in

We will also be holding a Euchre tournament / pub night on Friday
April 22nd. For those (like Huw) who are new to euchre, we’ll be offering a “learn to play” session on one of the preceding pub nights.
The entertainment committee continues to work on plans for the reHuw & Kelly aboard Free Spirit
mainder of the 2022 season, including a banquet in mid-November.
We are currently researching venues and costs for this and will be reaching out to the membership to gauge
interest soon.
As events are confirmed, we will put them on the website
calendar for your reference.
Remember to send your sociable FBYC photo(s) to: entertainment@fbyc.ca so we can feature them in a future edition of Sailpast.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the club soon.
Huw, Kelly and the Entertainment Committee

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Our Amazing Trip to BVI during a Pandemic
Laura & Owen McNeil
On Feb 10th we left Toronto for our long-awaited trip to the BVI to
sail around the beautiful islands on a Lagoon 45 catamaran. We met

the owners of Kindred Soul 2 years ago thru a charter company in the
BVI called TMM. This couple is from Ottawa and they own this beautiful catamaran that we ultimately were invited to go on 2 years ago.
With all of our flights booked we were ready to embark on our adventure in April of 2020. Then COVID changed our world and all trav-

el was stopped and we had to put all of our plans on hold. We stayed in contact with this wonderful couple and
the offer stayed open for two years to come to Tortola when things settled down with the travel restrictions.
We hoped for the best and booked all of our transportation to get to Tortola this past summer. We both received all of our vaccines and boosters, stayed as socially distant as we could, and kept up with our exercise and
health routine in order to not get covid.
The time passed and we went in and out of lock downs, variants and a lot of concerns that our trip was going to
be postponed again. But we never gave up hope and kept a positive attitude that we were going to make it
down this time.
Louie and Sophia of our club got away on Iliad in the fall and we met up with them in September in Nova Scotia
to bring them a solar panel and to take some things home for them
that they wouldn’t need for the rest of there trip down south. We
made plans to meet up with them in the BVI if they were still there
when we got there.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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February 10th was finally here and we were so excited but terrified at the same time. We needed to get rapid tests to

get into the USA first and if we tested positive all of our plans would have been cancelled along with a lot of money and
dreams. Luckily we were negative and we could breathe easy again. We also needed to have a QR code to enter into
the USVI so portals had to be filled out and approved by the government to enter their country. Everyone held there
breath again until we were all approve to enter the USVI and BVI.
If you ever wondered how you get to the BVI this is how we did it as cheaply as possible:
✓ Flew to Fort Lauderdale on WestJet on Feb 10th stayed in airport hotel overnight booked on points.
✓ Flight to St Thomas USVI on Spirit air on Feb 11th ( late flight due to their changes so we were going to miss

last ferry of the day to Tortola)
✓ Private plane (6 seater plus pilot) left St Thomas to Tortola (Beef Island) arrived at 6pm just in time for cus-

toms to close down for the night.
✓ Taxi to take us to hotel for overnight.
✓ Feb 12th taxi ride over the hill to Cane Garden Bay where we finally met our hosts for the next two weeks.

We sailed to all of the islands in the BVI and loved every minute of our trip. The weather was amazing, 18knots of wind
everyday, sunny and great sea state to sail in. The catamaran was fun to operate and very stable for all points of sail
and anchorages.
We did get to meet up with Louie and Sophia on Jost
Van Dyke and it was surreal to be there together and
see the Canadian flags flying proud on the two boats.

They are nice and tanned and are enjoying their time
in the sun. We also met up with sailing couples from
ABYC and Newfoundland. We were also fortunate to
meet up with Megan and Katelyn Woodman ( former
coaches of our very own FBYC sailing school ) who live on Tortola with their significant

others. If really felt like home and almost as if we were sailing around Lake Ontario.
(minus the clear tropical blue waters and sandy beaches!)
We stayed in the BVI for 2 weeks sailing around and taking
in all of the sights. We met up with Louie and Sophia one
more time before
coming home. We
wished them well on
their new adventures on Iliad and
said our final goodbyes.

© 2022 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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To enter back into Canada it was still a requirement on Feb 26th to have a
negative PCR test. We were tested in a small clinic on Jost Van Dyke that

Sophia told us about. We stayed in White Bay overnight and headed to the
clinic for our 7:30 appointment. Things got really messed up when the nurse
tested Connor and I first and used a rapid test. Connor ( our son ) noticed
that it was not a PCR test and mentioned it to the nurse. Everything was
stopped and we had to wait over an hour until the clinic sorted everything

out and gave us the correct test. We had to wait now for 10 or more hours
for our results to be emailed to our phones.
We traveled to Soper’s Hole to stay for the night and wait for our results. During dinner 4 out of the 5 of us got our results and we were negative. Another sigh of relief
but Connor did not get his results at all that night. Connor spent the night at Megan
Woodman’s and called the clinic in the morning. His test came back inconclusive and
he would need to be tested again. Katelyn Woodman came to pick him up by car to
take him to another clinic on Tortola at 9:00am. He was tested again for a rapid test
to get into the USA and a PCR test to get into Canada. Keep in mind that the PCR test
would no longer be required in 3 days!!! Two hundred dollars (USD) and two tests
later he was negative on the rapid test so that he could get on the ferry to St Thomas
and go on our flight to Florida. The clinic in Tortola put a rush on his PCR test and he
got his results 3 hours later and that test was negative for Covid too.
We had an uneventful flight to Florida and returned home the next day to Canada.

Connor had a separate flight from ours and when he passed thru customs he was
RANDOMLY selected for yet another covid test. He was not a happy traveler and
expressed his frustrations and experience with testing in the BVI and now in Canada. He was tested anyway and yes he
was NEGATIVE again. The remaining 4 of us came back on a later flight and we did not get selected for the random test.
Even though we hit some difficult times with testing we would do it all over again just to be sailing in the BVI for two

weeks. Hopefully in the near future we will not need to go thru all of this testing and we will be able to travel like we
used to. Here’s to future adventures!!!
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2022 Cruising Schedule—Mike Brajac
Here is the 2022 Cruising Schedule. Registration procedures will be finalized as the season approaches.
Please note Cobourg Yacht Club (pay own dockage at the Marina) is not finalized yet. The Marina doesn’t open up
reservations until March 15th. A preliminary inquiry has been sent to CYC to see if they are planning on having a pig
roast this year as well as to find out any insight with respect to Canada Day Weekend activities. Hoping that we can
get back to a normal cruising schedule by time summer rolls around. Please monitor the usual Club communication
channels for further updates.
Thanks to Alain Bouvier for assistance in setting up the cruise schedule for 2022.

Location

Date

Whitby Yacht Club (May Long Weekend)

May 21-23

Cobourg Yacht Club (Marina)—(Canada Day Weekend)

July 1,2

Contingency/Option Harbour City Yacht Club
BPYC

August 13

ABYC (August Long Weekend)

July 30/31

THSC (Labour Day Weekend)

September 3/4

What a wonderful place to
spend the summer! Know
someone who’d like to sail?
Invite them to join FBYC.
We still have a few slips open. Email
membership@fbyc.ca to set up a visit.
Great Sailing… Great Friends

Contact Us
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4
Contact Sailpast Editor (sailpast@fbyc.ca)

Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca
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