SAILPAST
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
March, 2015

fbyc.ca

Established 1938

Frenchman’s Bay or the Northwest Passage?

Photo by Fred Wolfel

Commodore’s Report
Erick Magi

not interfere with pedestrian traffic on the dock and it
does not interfere with your boat in its slip. The details
of the size and manufacturer are going to be provided
and we are going to ask that we keep everything
uniform. The dock box is very handy and it lets you
free up valuable space in your boats lockers and
lazerettes. I use mine to store cleaning supplies, a
power washer and spare fenders. I bought mine at
Nat's Marine Supplies and I am sure if we can go to
Ron with a large order he will do his best to help us
out. So look for the official policy to come out with a
sign up for a dock box so we can order them all at
once.
One other item that we have discussed at length not
only as a Board, but also at our last General meeting is
the Keel boat course that started at the club last year. I
will let Bob Hickson fill you in on developments with
this. I would like to thank Bob and everyone that has
helped him with this course as it is a valuable tool for
the club to entice new members!

Who would have thought we would have a winter
worse than last years? February set records for cold
temperatures and it is forecast that March will
continue to be unseasonably cold. That's the bad news.
The good news is that the Great Lakes are mainly
frozen over again and that with a long and later thaw
will hopefully leave water levels higher, longer.
As many of you are aware we are running a little
experiment with meetings and work hours this year.
Attendance has increased and there are new faces
coming out to be part of the clubs general business.
There have been contributions and discussion that I
feel is very positive. We want to hear from you so that
we can guide the club in the direction the membership
would like to see it.
One such item we have been asked to create policy on
for the coming year is dock boxes. Last year I spoke to
Greg Greason and Glen Dickson about this and I did
purchase and install a dock box at my slip. I had a
feeling people would inquire and who does not want
more storage space? At the last Board meeting this
was discussed and I am just in the process of drawing
up the formal policy, approving it and making it
available. The long and the short is this. We cannot
have dock boxes on the dock. The box I have is on two
2X6's suspended over the water at the intersection of
the dock and finger. It is triangular shaped and does

Glen will mention in his article we are planning away
for the patio project and maybe some time in July
when summer arrives we will be able to get started. I
took a drive with Michael the other day to visit the
boat and I did comment that it is hard to believe that
with all the snow piled up it is only really weeks away
that the yard will come back to life with preparations
for the coming sailing season. It will get here, I
promise.
Not much more on my end. Look forward to seeing
you soon. E.

Vice Commodore’s Report
Glen Dickson

have people docking after dark. Weekend shifts would
be doubles, 12-8pm, so that we have a person on
watch to assist with visitors arriving earlier than our
normal 2pm start time, and also so that members need
only do a single summer weekend shift rather then
having to sacrifice 2 weekends to do 4 hour shifts. No
member would have more than a single weekend
watch.
What I need is feedback from you the membership.
Good or bad, I‘m not about to make a change without
this being discussed.
I‘ve had some members approach me and tell me they
enjoy doing their DO duty, and don‘t want to hire an
outside person. The issue there isn‘t that our members
aren‘t there to perform their duty, thanks to the efforts
of Lori Robinson, we only had 2 missed shifts last
year, and both had contacted us. The issue is that a
significant percentage of our members are, in my
humble opinion, not doing a very good job of fulfilling
their responsibilities.

I need some input from our members. Over the winter
I‘ve put it out there that I‘d be open to changing our
format for Duty Officer Schedules. One option was to
possibly hire a student to man our docks during July
and August, meaning we had extended coverage
hours, and members needn‘t give up sailing time
during the prime months to cover their duty watches.
This would cost members the money to cover, roughly
$40 per member if everyone wanted to pursue this, or
approximately $80 per member if half our members
did. Those that didn‘t want to pay would still be
assigned duties as normal, but would have their
assigned watches scheduled for the months of May,
June, September and October.
Another option would be to keep watches covered by
members, but change the hours a bit.
Weekday evening watches would be 6-9pm in July
and August, but only 6-8 in other months as we rarely

The stories I could tell! Members have the ability to
have other family members cover their shift.
Unfortunately, these alternates are rarely prepared or
informed of what exactly is expected of them. Some
people think that their DO shift is a great time to pull
up a chair and read a book in the shade. They let
others catch any boats coming in.
And unfortunately, we also have a significant
percentage of members who are getting on in years,
and really not physically able to run from dock to
dock, or are putting themselves in harm‘s way if they
attempt to catch a vessel approaching the dock a bit
too quickly.
Anyway, I‘d very much like to hear from everyone on
their opinions for these ideas, and any other
suggestions you may have for improving the system.
Let‘s also remember that as was mentioned last year,
the new channel to our club is in a position that makes
it almost impossible for a duty officer to spot
incoming boats before it‘s too late, unless they are
already on the docks. Please, if you require assistance
docking, radio ahead on VHF 68.

Lastly, to stop on Greg‘s toes a bit, the new powered
winch on the mast crane is ready to go. We‘ll have to
run some demonstrations early in the season so
everyone is aware of how it works, and the proper
procedures to follow. Please, if you require the crane,
and haven‘t seen it in operation, DON‘T GUESS. Ask
someone!

members to help out. Please email me if you can
attend.

To finish off, there will be a few projects on the go
this year. We are planning on rebuilding the patio in
front of the bar, and doubling it‘s size. The existing
patio area immediately outside the bar will get a cover,
so people can enjoy being outside rain or shine. Steve
Tutty is actively looking for donors to help purchase a
few more picnic tables to replace the old wooden ones.
As before, the club will provide donation plaques to be
mounted on the new tables. If you‘d like to contribute,
please contact Steve directly.

Mast / Boat Crane support inspections

That‘s it for now. Maybe the ice will be off the Bay
before my launch date!

Harbour Committee Report
Greg Greason

Tasks that I'd like to tackle include:
Painting slip numbers onto docks
Mast crane hydraulic lines re-positioned under dock

Dock Inspections for decking, electrical and water
system issues.
Extending height of select pilings.
Inspection / remedial work on east wall
Removal of excess, non-functional wiring / pipes from
east wall
Design of dinghy basin floating docks / ramps
On another note, Slip Allocations will be complete by
the end of March. For all of those that have requested
a change of slips via email, rest assured that I have
them on file and will consider all if feasible. If you
haven't requested a change and want one, email
requests only will be accepted until March 15.

How long will it last? I've been holding off having a
winter work party until the weather moderated
somewhat, but was I expecting to hold off until midMarch?
So, it's time to call a work party. We should still have
plenty of ice and the temperatures are forecast to be
above freezing, so let's do it on Saturday the 14th of
March, starting at 9:00 a.m. I could use a dozen or so
Photos by Tom Wilson

Membership
Samuel Cummings,
Membership Chair
membership@fbyc.ca
(416) 617-1864

Is it just me or doesn‘t it feel like spring couldn‘t come
soon enough. Launch is for many of us is just a
couple months away hopefully by then there won‘t be
any ice left in the bay. Fingers are crossed.  The
membership committee has been hard at work looking
for and thinking about different and innovative ways
to attract new members. We have been working on a
great information video to help bring some much
needed new interest and attention to the club. New to
boating, experienced sailors and families looking for a
new past time are fantastic candidates for new
members – They just need to understand how easy it is
to get started – That‘s where our video comes in. This
two and a half minute video will be included on both
the FBYC website & Facebook page as a quick
introduction to the club and an opportunity to make a
statement ―Why FBYC‖ – I encourage everyone to
Like & Share this video with all of their Friends on
social media as this is a great way to get the word out
to the masses and dispel any myths associated with
becoming a member at the best club on the great lakes.
Secondly, over the next month we will be contacting
individuals that visited FBYC in 2014 encouraging
them to come out again and maybe even consider
joining. This gives us another touch point with
prospective members and a chance to give them the
regal FBYC treatment. These are just a couple of
initiatives that the committee is working on to help
drive new members.
Speaking of the need for new members – we are
currently sitting at 91 Active Members with the
capacity for many more. We all know how important
maintaining a level of active membership is to the
viability of the club over the long term and to ensure
we continue to keep our fees and dues as low as
possible. So what can you do to help? Proactivity is
the key. If there is anyone that you know who is on the

fence of where to join, a member at another club or
someone thinking about getting into the sport please
drop me a line as we would love opportunity to reach
out to them directly. We can arrange a red carpet tour
of the club, discuss flexible payment arrangements and
ensure we help them understand the value and benefits
of an FBYC membership.
Lastly, Membership Committee is ―Calling all
Parents.‖ Do you have children in high school? Are
they looking to fulfill their commitment for
community hour? Here‘s how membership can help.
We will be booking a date in April to drop off FBYC
Membership flyers to every household in the local
area. This is will be a great low cost opportunity for
FBYC to get the word out into the community that we
are open for business and accepting new members.
That‘s it for membership –If you have any questions
or feedback for the membership committee please drop
me a line at membership@fbyc.ca. I hope everyone
has a fantastic spring and I look forward to seeing
everyone at the club soon.

Cruising Notes, Mike Brajac
Reciprocal Cruise Dates for 2015:
July 25/26—ABYC—note—exchange with ABYC
will be boat-for boat—since this is Jazz Festival
weekend
August 1/3 –QCYC—kids cruise focus—Hit Centre
Island with your kids. Adults without kids and empty
nesters (boaters) welcome as well
Sept 5-7—LSYC—Labour Day weekend—somewhat
close to the Air Show!
Sept 26/27—BPYC
Raft-Up—Sept. 12
Incoming Cruise July 26-28 DYC—If any FBYC
members wish to cross the Lake, I can arrange a slip
for you at DYC during this time. It is a good start to a
vacation cruise.
No cruises planned in June due to other events at the
club that month.

I am looking for volunteers to act as ―Cruise Captain‖
to organize the incoming and outgoing cruises. Hours
will be awarded, depending on the number of boats,
this may mean 2-3 hours of time. Most of the work
can be done by e-mail.

Club Steward’s Report
Taylor Robinson

Basic Responsibilities‖
-

Co-ordinate incoming and outgoing boat lists
with reciprocal club.
Communicate with FBYC duty officer(s)
Assign slips in advance, (to the extent possible)
at FBYC
Check with visitors after they have settled to
make sure everything is okay

If you are interested in helping out, please contact me
at mike.brajac@gmail.com or call me at 905 4207192. It is a good chance to get some hours without
heavy slugging and to meet and make contacts at other
clubs.
News From Lake Ontario Cruising Club
Association (LOCCA):
LOCCA will be absorbed into Ontario Sailing
Association—better support and management for
yacht club related issues.
PAN-AM Games—More news to be published as
Games get closer—Harbour will not be closed, sailing
events treated like any other regatta. However, expect
increased security presence in the Harbour. Good year
to get your Harbour License if you don‘t have it
already and you plan to transit the Harbour during the
Pan-Am Games.
Island Yacht Club (Toronto)—Deal currently being
hammered out between the Club and the Toronto
Island Marina due to the debt issue at IYC. The club
is expected to be operational this summer and
accepting visitors. Look for publicity about this
situation closer to season opening.

Thank you all for your very kind welcome as Club
Steward. I am sure most of you know me since my
family have been at the club for many years. I would
like to thank Erick and Glen for their trust in me to
take care of you. Any needs that you require please
ask. Come out on a Friday night and we will see you
all at the bar!

“I really don't know why it is that all of
us are so committed to the sea, except I
think it's because in addition to the fact
that the sea changes, and the light
changes, and ships change, it's because
we all came from the sea. And it is an
interesting biological fact that all of us
have in our veins the exact same
percentage of salt in our blood that
exists in the ocean, and, therefore, we
have salt in our blood, in our sweat, in
our tears. We are tied to the ocean. And
when we go back to the sea - whether it
is to sail or to watch it - we are going
back from whence we came.
John F. Kennedy

Men without Wives – St. Martin 2015
Peter Chalkley
So it‘s -40 degrees – as a good sailor what do you do?
Steer 40 degrees to port? Thank the lord for alcohol
not freezing? Or head south? Well in fact I guess we
did them all! For 8 glorious warm days Karl Z, Doug
W, Mike B and I headed to St. Martin and surrounding
islands. Like all good plans it started with a moment
of inspiration. Mike found a $400 return direct flight.
Next we matched up the timing with a Sunsail
Jeanneau 44 (Le Diablotin) out of Oyster Bay, St.
Martin. The hardest part was then just waiting and
keeping warm.

After provisioning and our briefing we headed to St.
Barts. Our first planned anchorage was overcrowded
and with any change in wind direction, the mixture of
mooring balls and anchors promised to test holiday
dispositions late at night. So we found a bay
apparently reserved for mega yachts. We were having
a super evening of BBQ and wine on the boat when a
tender from the 200 foot ketch came to visit us at
10pm to inform us they had 200 metres of rode and
they would be swinging on us with the expected wind
shift. After an unsuccessful barter for a tour of their
boat we lifted anchor and moved the other side of the
bay. At 5am in the morning we were a mere 50 feet
from the only other mega yacht in the harbour. The
holiday had begun.

We moved on to Gustavia where the anchorage was a
bit of a roll, as the northern swell was quite large at
this time, and the wind had shifted south and

minimized the normal protections of many bays. The
evening had me thinking of fond memories of our
lovely wide catamaran we had last year. They did not
allow us to Mediterranean moor in the harbour, a
ruling justly initiated in a couple years ago – anything
to do with our last attempt at mooring there? The
trendy expensive stores were, much to our relief,
missed by the wives.
From here, our longest sail was north past St. Martin
to the north side of Anguilla at Road Bay. Passing
several headlands, the crashing of the northern swells
on the rocks was incredible and we gave them a wide
margin, not looking for any story highlights. Road
Bay was a quiet bay but with a wide selection of rustic
restaurants. This being a British protectorate, the
culture was very different from St. Barts – at least they
all spoke Canadian.

This is not us!!!!
We toured the beach and made reservations at a very
elegant beachside restaurant. Taking our dinghy later
to dinner, I am reminded to tell you why democracies
do not work on a boat, especially when there is an
even number. For some reason it was decided not to
use the pier provided for the simple minded tourists.
The Canadians were coming and this was our Juno
beach! As I peered over the standing wave at the sand
below, I knew that 2 of us had suggested the right
decision – too late! Lessons aside from the obvious –
don‘t attempt this right in front of the restaurant patio
that you will be entering. Were we greeted with a
collection of embarrassed smiles and smirks as we

sloshed our way to our table. What turned out to be
the best meal I can remember (the wine wasn‘t bad
either), was then followed by the owner giving us an
$80 rebate on the meal for entertaining her patrons.
Apparently this was the largest swell she had ever seen
here in her 10 years. Little did we know our stupidity
had such currency?
The waves had only diminished in size in correlation
the wine consumed. With the cheers and
encouragement of the patrons we picked up (dragged)
the dinghy and timed our run into the surf. One fully
engaged member thought his superior paddling would
save us all and jumped into the dinghy before we hit
the water! The rest of us tripped over the beached
dinghy, and the first wave hit us it the killing zone.
The cheers of the audience faded as I somersaulted
over boat, we regained our little craft and tried to point
her into the waves. Wilson would have been proud of
us paddling up and over the crest to reach calm water.
Here the sound of encouraging cheers from the shore
blended with the urgent bailing of our boat. A wet
laughing ride back to the boat, where the scotch helped
to dry out iphones, wallets and embellish our assault of
the tsumnai. Emailing the owner of the restaurant, no
one videoed the adventure, but we were promised a
free dinner if we ever attempted another return. You
know you are having a good holiday when all iphones
continued to work, all eight shoes afloat in the totally
filled raft all were accounted for, and most importantly
our friendship remained intact as no one said ‗I told
you that was a bad idea!‘. ( Oh that felt good finally
getting that out!)
Next stop Tintamarre, my favourite deserted island
that compares to Sandy Cay in the BVIs. An
adventurous island to explore the beach was perfect.
In the afternoon I saw several sea turtles, sting rays, 5
foot barracuda, schools of flying fish and my first
dolphin. Nature‘s ultimate daydream, that kept being
broken every time I saw Doug or Karl applying their
suntan lotion.

Then to Grand Case on the northern shore of St.
Martin, the ‗Gastronomical Capital of the World‘.
However, we spent all our money on expensive gifts
for our loving, caring and beautiful wives, and settled
for $7 ribs and $1.50 beer to make ends meet. Will
our suffering ever end for our wives? French
croissants for breakfast and then off to our last
destination.
Orient Bay was quite a challenging bay to enter, but
well worth the worry. Checking our anchor, I confirm
our 2 feet of clearance under the keel and saw the
largest graveyard of huge conch shell that littered the
sea floor. A great hike around the island followed
with a smorgasbord of leftovers for dinner to deplete
our stores. The boat ahead of us afforded us the perfect
view of our European culture. Six adults all taking a
shower or wash in their cockpit / transom at the same
time – buck naked. Culturally interesting, but why did
they all have to be so unattractive? At least this didn‘t
happen during the Rainbow flotilla last year in the
BVIs.
So it was a great week, warm, relaxing and much fun.
Apologies to anyone we sent pictures to during the
trip, the replies we received really were quite rude…
PS. After re-reading this it occurs to me that you may
think that I thought Mike applying suntan lotion
worthy of nature‘s beauty. Not.

And Now We Return to the Northern
Reality photos by Fred Wolfel
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Toll Free: 1-800-463-3156
2 Bunhill Court, Ajax, ON L1Z 1X5
Email: quote@gwilliamesinsurance.com
www.gwilliamesinsurance.com

FBYC Calendar of Events
MARCH 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Ontario Sailing
Race Officer
Course 08301700

2
Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

8

Wed
3

4

Fri
5

Dance Lessons
1930 – 2100
Flag Room

9

16

11

17

23

6

12

Winter Seminar
Flag Room 1930

7

13

14

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

18

19

Dance Lessons
1930 – 2100
Flag Room

22

Sat

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

10
Dance Lessons
1930 – 2100
Flag Room

15

Thu

20

21

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

24

25

26

27

28

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

29

30

31

Private Function
flag room

APRIL 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Winter Seminar

5
Easter Sunday

12

6

7

8

3

4

10

11

Good Friday

9

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

13

Sat

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

14

15

16

17

18

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

19

20

21

22

23

Race
Registration

26

27
General Meeting
2000

28

24
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

29
Warm Up Race

MAY 2015

30

25

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

3
Private Function
flag room

4

5

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

10

6

7

Spring Series #1

11

12

13

14

Spring Series #2

17

18

19

25

20

26

9
Mother’s Day Event

15

16

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

21

Spring Series #3

24

8
Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

22

23

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room

27

28

Spring Series #4

Double Handed
Race

29

30

Pub Night 1900
Regatta Room
PCYC Susan
Hood

PCYC Susan Hood

31
Loshers # 1

June 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Spring Series #5

7

8

9

Board Meeting
1930 Regatta
Room

14

15

10

16

17

11

22

23

18

28

29

Some events /items may be subject to change

30

19

25

26
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

13
Loshers # 2

Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio
TELDS Whitby 50

24
Summer I
Series # 2

6
Sail Past 2015 &
Channel Opening

12
Bar Open 1900
Regatta Room /
Patio

Summer I
Series # 1

21

5
New Members
Night Flag Room

Spring Series #6

Loshers #3

Sat

20
TELDS Whitby 50
Junior Open
House
OSA Get on the
Water
Big Brothers /
Sisters Sail

27
Private Function
Lawn pm /flag
room

