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FROM THE EDITOR
Happy Family Day! Welcome to the February 2021

issue of Sailpast!
Here we are in the deep freeze—mid winter in the great white north! Being the eternal optimist, may I remind you that the days are already noticeably longer… in a few short months
we can all get back to prepping our boats for another great season together at the club!

“LIVE.”
“There are only two
ways to live your life.
One is as though
nothing is a miracle.
The other is as
though everything is
a miracle.”

Thanks to Doug and Denis, our security cameras allow us to observe some beautiful scenes
like the one below from C dock. The ice on the bay has allowed Glen and Stu the opportuni-

Albert Einstein

ty to repair our docks and pilings—safely distanced and attired!
We hope that recent positive COVID trends will result in Ontario’s restrictions being relaxed

soon, and that things settle down well in advance of our Spring launch. In the meantime,
remember the club is closed to any activity other than safety/security checks and required
maintenance. We’ll let you know as soon as the rules change.
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Around the Marks
Also a reminder that our February General Meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 22,

2021 at 8:00 pm via Zoom. Check your emails for the link, sent out earlier this week.
Stay safe and warm, everyone. Hope to see you soon!
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‘Commodore’s Corner’
Happy Valentine’s and Family Day Everyone!
Welcome to February 2021.
Hope that everyone had a good Valentine’s Day and a good Family
Day. For those who missed it, Shernaz Chin had a pre-Valentine’s Day
Cake bake on February 13th that was enjoyed by all that attended. The
best part was that everyone got to taste the cake that they made, and
it was very delicious. All the attendees enjoyed the event so much
that they are planning to have another bake event soon so stay tuned.
Frenchman’s Bay is frozen all the way across to the East Shore and there are hundreds of people out on the ice
enjoying themselves. Activities include ice skating, ice fishing and even ice boats sailing. It is certainly nice to see
all the activity but with that many people on the ice there are always some that inevitably will find themselves onto FBYC property. For the most part they are harmless so for their safety and for our security if you see strangers
on FBYC property please kindly remind them that FBYC is private property and there is no exit by foot once they
are on our property. I know that this is somewhat of a nuisance, but it is for everyone’s safety that we must keep
reminding them.
I know that we are still in a pandemic and the Board is planning for the worst but hoping for the best. What 2020
has taught us is that even with the restrictions we managed to get some sailing in and were able to have some fun
while we kept in our bubble. This year we have several vaccines and are much better equipped to handle COVID19 so we anticipate a much more involved and enjoyable sailing season. With that in mind we have planned some
club cruises, racing series and even Sail Past maybe a reality. If things change, we are very familiar with Zoom
meeting and we had a virtual Wine and Cheese event and Valentine’s Day cake bake event so we can always switch
it up if we must. However, let’s keep our fingers crossed that as the numbers keep falling and the government
continues to ease restrictions, we will have a full sailing season this year. To date, I have not heard of any of our
members having COVID-19 so please continue to be vigilant and let’s beat this together. Hope that everyone stays
safe and healthy.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in the Spring. It is almost March, followed by April when many boats get
launched. So, it won’t be much longer. So keep smiling and hope to see you all soon!
Mark Chin
Commodore 2021
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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‘Around the Marks’
Rear Commodore Fleet - Chris Viscount
Not much to report this month. If anyone wants to be on the
committee boat in any capacity this year please contact me.
I would like to thank Mike Brett and Craig Castle for the summary of the 2021 PHRF meeting. See below.
The picture of me sailing my laser in the Rigging Shoppe ad
was from 1976. I was 17 years old. Man time flies!

There was a discussion regarding the financial impact of COVID, and steps taken to reduce racing
costs. There was also a motion carried to change the club racing dues to an average of past years. As
you may know, each club's invoice is based on the number of certificates issued to that club the previous year, which is usually fairly consistent. When racing is temporarily stopped for one year, either for
COVID or high water levels, this creates wild swings in the dues from year to year. Billing based on average, with credits or debits made if necessary is intended to level the income for PHRF, and the budget for clubs.
The Spinnaker Maximum Girth Measurement is to be replaced by the Mid Girth Measurement. The
reason is to harmonize with most one design measurements. As the impact is expected to be negligible, sails do not have to be re-measured. An owner may re-measure their sails if they wish, as there
may be a small rating advantage, depending on the cut of the spinnaker.
The credit for a Fixed Centreline Sprit modification has been changed to +3, to be consistent with factory sprit boats.
A rule change allowing "Free Flying Genoas" (i.e spinnaker like sail with MG<75% of foot) in point to
point races only, not WW/LW, was passed. Note that rule changes voted on at the 2021 meeting do
not take effect until the 2022 racing season. One impact of this is that all spinnakers on a boat are now
required to be measured, not just the largest.
A new rating for point to point races was scheduled to be implemented this year. This was voted to be
delayed until 2022. This is to give more time to refine the rating assignments, and to coincide with the
introduction of Free Flying Genoas.
A request was made for all clubs to submit accurate race data, as this is what drives rating accuracy.
Wind strength is needed for each race, as typically races in 5-20 knots are representative of the difference in speed potential between boats. It would be helpful if the race committee could record their
estimate of wind speed along with the results. In the past we did not submit results from point to
point (long distance) races, as the results were not representative of WW/LW performance. Now we
are collecting that data to be applied to the new P2P handicap.
Until next time…
Chris
© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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‘Junior Sail’s Tales’
RC Junior Sail - Kevin Guerin
Getting ready for Summer 2021!
While it’s only February, FBYC’s Sailing School and Race
Team planning is well underway. We had a successful
2020 despite the challenges we faced, and we are looking forward to an even better 2021. Spring training will
start in May and run until June with camp and race
team starting in July.
All of our programs are available for registration right
now and members discounts for registration extend to
grandchildren. Get your spot before they are gone!
Information on the school can be found on our website
and registration can be completed at
https://frenchmansbayyc.checklick.com
But we need the help of members to make this program work. From fixing and painting, to helping with
fundraising activities, to posting on our Facebook page,
using your club work hours to support the junior club is a great way to contribute to FBYC.
If you have time and are willing to help, please send an email to jrsail@fbyc.ca and I will add you to our
list of volunteers; we will be having a junior club information night for volunteers in March to share our
plan for the summer. Hope to hear from you!
Kevin Guerin
Rear-Commodore
Junior Sail

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Member Profile – A Monthly Sailpast Feature
Mike Hardwicke Brown
Robyn Carlson

Blue Note (C&C 32)

When did you become members of FBYC?
Robyn and I officially joined in Feb 2020, 1 year ago. We
bought the boat in 2019 and started the season on the
east side of Lake Simcoe. But those waters aren't really
conducive to a 5.5 ft draft... more on that later.

How long have you been a sailor?
I've sailed all my life, growing up my parents owned a
Tanzer 8.5 and ran the Junior Sailing program at the
Barrie Yacht Club for a decade

Is this your first sailboat?
Blue Note is our first cruising boat. I've owned a laser
and laser 2, multiple windsurfing rigs and a kite.

How was your 2020 sailing season?
Amazing well actually. While we didn't get the opportunity to socialize as new members, we did meet a
bunch of new people and got to use the boat a lot. We did several trips to the Island and a week-long venture to Hamilton and back.

Any 'boat projects' on the go?
Oh god! Where do I start? I would classify what we are doing to Blue Note as a complete retrofit. I bought
the boat for a song because it had a good hull, that was it. In short, I'm always upgrading the boat.
What we've done so far: Stripped and refinished the hull below the waterline, new windows, davits, rebuilt
Atomic 4, redid the electrical panel, installed new inverter charger & solar panels, new lighting and interior
fixings, new fridge, Water system, complete retrofit of the running rigging...
Current Projects: New flooring, replacing all the hatches, new head & plumbing, replacing all the gauges,
new wind vane & triducer, all new nav lights...
Upcoming projects: New autopilot, Deck shower, redoing the hull above the waterline.
Is it worth it? We are planning on buying the big boat and sailing the world. Maintenance and selfsufficiency a pretty key, so this is 'practice'!

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club

February 2021

6

SAILPAST

February 2021 Issue

Member Profile Continued...
As sailors, we all have stories. Share one with us (something that went really well, really
badly, really funny, something you're really proud of, etc.)
So a few interesting stories. I got tangled up in the rigging of a laser 2 as a child and got dragged under
when it turtled for over a minute, pretty scary stuff. I've demasted in the middle of the night in 30kts+
winds. Blue Note's current speed record is 9.6kts and I've run her aground an unbelievable 10 times
now, not a stat one should brag about, but an interesting one!

Outside of sailing, is there anything you'd like your fellow FBYC
Members to know about you? (special skills, hobbies, etc.)
In the age of isolation, I'm not sure what is interesting anymore. I suffer from severe ADD so I have a ton
of hobbies, I'm a tinkerer, so I generally like to know how things work and try to build them myself.
Robyn likes reading and most things outdoors. Oscar is a typical 7 year old, singularly focused on having
fun at all time, he is a very personable boy and loves chatting up new people.

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Storytime… pour yourself a scotch, find a comfy chair and enjoy!
Courtesy of Bob Stobie.
What were the biggest blunders in naval history?
Author: David Krause
It often seems that the golden age of naval idiocy has disappeared forever. I'm therefore pleased to note that the Venezuelan patrol vessel Naiguatá has managed to recapture
some of this spirit by fighting the dumbest action of the 21st century.
The trouble began when RCGS Resolute, a smallish cruise liner specialising in penguin-bothering,
stopped to repair her engines in international waters. Outraged by this brazen act of maintenance,
Naiguatá's captain seems to have decided to order Resolute to a Venezuelan port. This in itself is a bitbweird, given the times we're in. Countries across the globe are trying to persuade cruise ships to dock
elsewhere lest their plague-ridden hordes cause a major public health crisis. Quite how the Naiguatá's
captain thought his superiors would react to him merrily sailing into Puerto Moreno with his potentially
infectious captive in tow remains a mystery.
Resolute seems to have also thought this was a superbly dumb idea, so radioed head office for instructions. Naiguatá's captain appears to have taken this delay badly.
At this point it's worth reviewing both ships armaments. Naiguatá had a 76mm main gun, a air/missile
defence gun, two smaller machine guns and presumably also some small arms. Resolute, on the other
hand, is armed with nothing more deadly than a well-stocked library, Finnish sauna, and "a superb international wine list".
It's fair to say that Naiguatá's captain is not to a patient man. With Resolute still sitting there doing
nothing he escalated straight past asking nicely and apparently opened fire. I'm presuming this wasn't
with the 76mm main gun, but at this point who knows?

Actual gunfire failing to achieve anything in the way of changing Resolute's heading, Naiguatá then decided to commence ramming it in an attempt to forceably change its direction. This was... unwise.
RCGS Resolute is designed to bounce off icebergs. You know, the sort of thing that opened Titanic up
like a can opener. Needless to say the ramming attempts ended up with multiple extremely pissed off
Venezuelan sailors being fished out of the water
after their patrol vessel sank underneath them.
After an hour hanging around on standby in
case it was required to help with the rescue
effort, Resolute was left to buff out its battle
damage.
So if next time you go on a cruise there's a silhouette of a patrol vessel marking a successful
'kill' on the bow, now you know why.

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Cruise News…
Good news everyone. John Redman has been hard at work putting together a 2021 cruising schedule.
This year will feature a cruise for those members that are new to cruising. The destination will be an
easy passage and preference will be given to those members who are new to cruising. We won't be
publishing destinations until arrangements are finalized.
Reprinted from FBYC Facebook Group

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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The Odyssey of Iliad II
As most blue water sailors know, help isn’t always just
around the corner. In addition to relying on their advanced
sailing skills, Louie and Sophia need to be able to handle
just about any complication that presents itself. During the
winter months, they are focusing on readiness to confidently handle medical emergencies.
“We believe that whether you are racing, cruising or working at sea, a good degree of self sufficiency is essential, and
never more so than when faced with a medical crisis”, says
Louie. “A vessel venturing on a voyage such as ours must
be prepared to cope with potential injuries or medical
problems.”
“We are taking the time to review and refine our first aid
kit and practice our skills.”
“We are still consulting with our physicians on a list
of prescription medications and antibiotics that
may be required while at sea.”
As you would expect, Louie and Sophia have assembled quite a library, as they prepare themselves for
the trip...
“We are also doing a little "light reading" such as
reviewing our pilot guides, charts, best routes to
follow and expected weather.”

© 2021 Frenchman's Bay Yacht Club
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Vendée Globe 2020 Update
The Vendée Globe is a single-handed (solo) non-stop round the world yacht race.
The race was founded by Philippe Jeantot in 1989, and since 1992 has taken place
every four years. It is named after the Département of Vendée, in France, where
the race starts and ends. The Vendée Globe is considered an extreme quest of
individual endurance and the ultimate test in ocean racing.

From the Editor:
Although 19 boats have crossed the finish line, it is still
exciting to visit the site and watch the remaining boats
finish their race. There are still 5 boats to finish. Currently in last position, Ari Huusela, skipper of ‘Stark’, is still
about 2842 nm from the destination (about 11 days out
based on completing about 275 nm per day). He is

northeast of Brazil at present, setting a course east or
west of the Azores depending on what the forecast dictates. So far, amongst the finishers, it’s been split—both
courses have been navigated.
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Contact Us

FBYC “est” List...
Longest Boat: 51 ft ‘White Diamond’ (Tom Wood)
Widest Boat: 14.75 ft ‘Liza’ (Steve Hammond)
Deepest Draft: 6 ft 9 in ‘Tornado’ (Bruce Zagrodney)

Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club
635 Breezy Drive
Pickering, Ontario L1W 2X4

Longest Active Members: Phil & Elaine Gwilliames (1970)

Contact Sailpast Editor at
(sailpast@fbyc.ca)

Newest Members: Robert & Jody Kimball (Sept 2020)

Visit Frenchman’s Bay Yacht
Club on the web at www.fbyc.ca

*Highest Historical water level: 75.91 m (June 2019)
*Lowest Historical water level: 73.74 m (December 1934)
Recent(est) water level: 74.54 m (244.55 ft) (Feb 10, 2021)

*Source:

Historical Monthly Mean Water Levels from the Coordinated network for

each of the Great Lakes—Fisheries & Oceans Canada
Feel Free to contact ‘Sailpast’ to add an ‘est’ or correct the list if it’s not accurate(est)!

A sad “goodbye” to our friend from Falcon Brewing Company…
JAMES ANTHONY WILLIAMSON
Best Father, Best Husband, Best of Men

Jim was born in San Francisco and grew up in Sunnyvale with his sister Rosemary
and brother Chuck. He graduated from San Jose State and joined the army, where
he learned to fly. He left the army in Germany as a captain, with a Distinguished
Flying Cross in his pocket. Jim took the long way home, travelling through the Middle East, Far East and Australia. Once back in San Francisco, he earned his Master's and Teaching Degrees. He soon put those to use as a Geography and Science
Teacher in Oshawa, where he also coached the basketball team to a provincial
championship win. After a few years, Jim left teaching to set up his own company
publishing lifestyle books, magazines, musical CDs, and a series for the US Olympic
Committee. He started wine and beer magazines, which led to the founding of the
Canadian Wine Awards and Canadian Brewing Awards. Winemaking was a longtime passion of Jim's, and he met his wife Linda while teaching a wine appreciation course. Jim loved cooking for
friends. He raced cars at Mosport. He built his dream home in Pickering, and embarked on his last big project, Falcon
Brewing Company, in Ajax. Jim had a life filled with adventures and achievements, but his son Kent was his pride and
joy. His family meant everything to him. He was a loving husband and father, a devoted brother, a fun uncle to Ingrid
and Lisa, and a great friend to all who knew him. He passed away peacefully at home, with his family by his side. His
passing will leave a hole in the hearts of many. His family sends their gratitude to the lovely and tireless staff at Lakeridge Health. In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Lakeridge Health Kidney Care Clinic.
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